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NNS130705-02. GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration on 4th of July

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ricardo Guzman

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Sailors aboard the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George
Washington (CVN 73) took a short pause from daily operations to take part in a patriotic Independence
Day ceremony and to celebrate the ship's 21st anniversary, July 4. 

On July 4, 1992, 216 years after America declared it's independence from the British, the fourth ship to
bear the name of America's first president was commissioned in front of 22,000 people in Norfolk.

"I'm very glad to be here celebrating the 4th of July," said Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery, commander,
Battle Force Seventh Fleet. "I was present at George Washington's commissioning ceremony and 21
years later, I'm here celebrating it with the crew." 

The ceremony began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by an invocation, speeches by
command leadership, a video presentation and a cake cutting.

During the ceremony, nothing resonated more than Montgomery's own experience during the
commissioning ceremony and the impact it had on him.

"I was on board USS Bainbridge (DLGN 256) 21 years ago and we were the backdrop for the George
Washington commissioning," said Montgomery. "I couldn't have imagined that I would be here 21
years later and to celebrate both George Washington's and our country's birthday. It's fitting to be
here today at-sea on the ships because it reminds us of the importance the Navy plays defending our
country, deterring our adversaries and ensuring the freedom of the sea." 

The ceremony gave a chance for Sailors to take time out of their busy schedule to celebrate the 4th of
July and reflect on the nation and its history.

"I enjoyed the ceremony because it reminded me of home," said Machinist Mate 2nd Class Thomas
Hill, from George Washington's engineering department. "This is the first 4th of July that I haven't
been home. I left for boot camp two days after the fourth and to be able to come out here, take a
break and see this presentation, really reminds me of why I'm here." 

Whether in-port or underway, George Washington takes time to celebrate the 4th of July and
remember the heritage of their service and honor the patriots that made U.S. independence possible.

"It's a moment to remind us why we serve our country; what's exceptional about the U.S. and it's
Navy," said Montgomery. "It's a good thing to be with the Sailors that epitomize the opportunity that
the United States offers when you're celebrating your country and the independence it represents."
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George Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready force
that protects and defends the collective maritime interest of the U.S. and its allies and partners in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from USS George Washington (CVN 73), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/. 
-USN-
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NNS130705-01. 7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit to Darwin 

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Karsten

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an event-filled six day port
visit in Darwin, Australia, with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) July
4.

The celebration was two-fold, celebrating Australia's Territory Day on July 1, as well as America's
Independence Day on July 4 to conclude a successful week-long port visit to Australia's Northern
Territory capital filled with community service projects, military to military interactions, band
performances and sporting events. 

The port visit also allowed for integrated planning of the upcoming Talisman Saber 2013 exercise to be
held off the coast of Australia later this month.

Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th Fleet and Capt Will Pennington, commanding officer of
the Blue Ridge also attended a flag raising ceremony celebrating Territory Day on July 1, marking the
commencement of Self Government in the Territory in 1978. The event was hosted by Chief
Administrator for the Northern Territory Sally Thomas and The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Darwin
Ms. Katrina Fong Lim. The ceremony also served as a naturalization ceremony for dozens of new
Australian citizens. 

"It was fantastic to have the 7th fleet here; everyone loves it," added Mayor Lim. "People are really
happy to see the ship and see the Sailors and Marines around the city enjoying themselves and our
fantastic city."

The city of Darwin was full of festivities for Territory Day and over 1000 Sailors and Marines were able
to enjoy the day with our Australian hosts. The day ended with a large fireworks display over Darwin's
popular Mindil Beach. 

"These types of celebrations are really important for cross country communication and bonding," said
Mayor Lim. "4th of July I know is very important for Americans and its really interesting that we
celebrate our 1st of July Territory Day with a massive display of fireworks; hopefully that made you
feel not so much homesick."

2013 mark's the 70th Anniversary of the founding of 7th Fleet in Brisbane Australia, celebrated during
a July 4th Celebration on board Blue Ridge. Vice Adm. Swift hosted honored guests Jeffrey Bleich, U.S.
Ambassador to Australia, Peter Styles, Australian Minister of Infrastructure, and Brigadier General John
Frewen, Commander, Australian Army First Brigade. Mayor Lim was also in attendance. 

"We have had a very successful engagement here with both the local and state level government,"
said Australian Lt. Cmdr. Matt Dunn, Theater Security Cooperation officer and Australian liaison officer
for the 7th Fleet. "I think the crew has enjoyed their time in Darwin and our time on Blue Ridge has
been very welcoming," 

Dunn has been stationed on Blue Ridge for one and a half years and helped coordinate the week's
events as well as the upcoming joint exercise Talisman Saber 2013 (TS13). Planning for TS13 is
underway and is jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and Australian Defence Force
Headquarters Joint Operations Command scheduled to occur in July/August 2013.

Blue Ridge and embarked 7th Fleet staff are currently on patrol operating forward while building
maritime partnerships and conducting security and stability operations.

For more news from Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/c7f/. 
-USN-
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NNS130704-08. VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts Airborne Change of Command

By Lt. Paul Dixon, Nimitz Strike Group Public Affairs

USS NIMITZ, At Sea (NNS) -- The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154 conducted an
airborne change of command ceremony in the skies above the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) on
July 4 in the Arabian Gulf. 

Cmdr. John "Cosmo" DePree from Mt. Shasta, Calif., relieved Cmdr. James "Cruiser" Christie from
Vancouver, Wash., as commanding officer of the "Black Knights." Rear Adm. Michael White,
commander of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Eleven, and Capt. Kevin Mannix, commander of Carrier Air
Wing (CVW) Eleven, presided over the transfer of command.

Christie, a native of Vancouver, Wash., led the "Black Knights" as they transitioned to their new home
with CVW-11 aboard Nimitz. Under Christie's guidance, the squadron excelled tactically, earning the
coveted "Boola Boola" award in January, awarded for proficiency in air-to-air missile employment.
During his career, Christie has accumulated more than 700 arrested landings and 2,500 flight hours in
the F/A-18A-F.

"The 'Black Knight' team is an amazing organization of talented individuals who have bonded through
work-ups and deployment like no other squadron I've seen. It has been my most treasured privilege to
command VFA-154 because I've been afforded the opportunity to work closely alongside these
remarkable Sailors," said Christie, adding, "I have no doubt Commander DePree will lead the "Black
Knights" to even greater achievements, and I look forward to reading about their continued success in
the future." 

DePree, a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, began his career with the Fighter Squadron (VF)
102 "Diamondbacks" and deployed immediately following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. During this tour in Afghanistan, DePree was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross with Combat "V," the distinguishing device for actions against enemy forces. His other
previous assignments include tours with the "Flying Eagles" of VFA-122, the Strike Fighter Tactics
Instructor course (TOPGUN), the "Bounty Hunters" of VFA-2, and the "Black Aces" of VFA-41. 

"I am extremely humbled and proud to have the opportunity to continue the tradition of excellence set
forth by all current and previous 'Black Knights' in the service to our great country. It is a rare
privilege and honor to lead our nation's finest men and women into harm's way," said DePree. "To
departing Skipper Christie, a final farewell: You are a genuine American patriot, a champion of your
people, and above all - a true friend. Farewell and following seas, Cruiser."

VFA-154 is currently embarked with CVW-11 on board Nimitz and deployed with the Nimitz Strike
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations, theater
security cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

For more news from USS Nimitz (CVN 68), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn68/. 
-USN-
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NNS130704-07. USS Constitution Celebrates Independence Day with Underway, Naturalization
Ceremony

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Peter D. Melkus

BOSTON (July 4, 2013) (NNS) -- USS Constitution got underway in Boston Harbor to kick-off the city's
celebration of America's 237th birthday, followed by a naturalization ceremony where 26 new American
citizens were administered the Oath of Allegiance July 4.

Approximately 500 guests accompanied the 215-year-old Constitution on its second scheduled
underway of 2013, including 150 winners of Constitution's annual Fourth of July public lottery drawing.

"This is one of those moments of a lifetime that most people never get to experience, but it was an
amazing moment for me to board (Constitution) and be on the ship while underway," said Susan
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Palmer, a turnaround cruise guest and distant relative of Capt. William Bainbridge, one of Constitution's
commanding officers during the War of 1812. "This is just a magical day for me, and I'm so thankful
to have the chance to be here aboard a true piece of American history."

Old Ironsides' three-hour tour of the harbor began at 11 a.m. and was highlighted with the firing of
two gun salutes from two of the ship's long guns. The first was a 21-gun salute which occurred at
noon near Fort Independence on Castle Island in honor of the United States. After the completion of
the salute aboard Constitution, cannons stationed at Fort Independence then replied with a 21-gun
salute of their own. 

Constitution's second salute, in honor of the city of Boston, was a 17-gun salute performed while
passing U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, the former site of the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Old
Ironsides was launched on Oct. 21, 1797. The shots honored the 16 states that comprised America at
the time of Constitution's launch and one in honor of the ship itself. Constitution then returned to its
berth at pier one in Charlestown Navy Yard at approximately 2 p.m.

"It was a remarkable underway - I don't think you could ask for a better day to celebrate our Nation's
independence in Boston," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "To be
aboard Constitution with 500 other people all celebrating the birth of our Nation is just an amazing
feeling - you can really feel the patriotism running through everyone here."

The July 4 underway also marked the final harbor cruise at the helm of Old Ironsides for Bonner, who
is scheduled to transfer command of America's Ship of State to Cmdr. Sean Kearns on July 26.

"It's been a fantastic tour," said Bonner. "I tell people this is the most personally and professionally
rewarding experience I've ever had. Constitution has become a part of me, and though I'm saddened
to be turning her over, I know Cmdr. Kearns will continue to build upon the legacy built by my
predecessors over the past two centuries."

After the conclusion of the underway, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) hosted a
naturalization ceremony aboard Constitution. 26 candidates for U.S. citizenship were presented to the
United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, listened to a pre-recorded message from
President Barack Obama, and were then administered the Oath of Allegiance by the Honorable William
G. Young, United States District Judge.

The 26 citizenship candidates originated from the following 18 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Cape Verde, Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, Morocco,
People's Republic of China, Thailand, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

One of the candidates was Jodi Linney, Constitution's command ombudsman and wife of Constitution
Sailor Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Kevin Linney. Linney, originally from Canada, has been married to
her husband Kevin since 2009 and said that she had to keep putting off becoming a U.S. citizen for
various reasons until the opportunity to be sworn-in as an American citizen aboard Constitution
presented itself.

"It's basically been a dream come true - I couldn't have asked for any better time or place for this
event to have occurred in my life," said Linney. "(The ceremony) couldn't have been any more patriotic
- I feel like my life has fully changed and I'm so excited about that change and to be able to fully
support my husband and understand what he's fighting for every day." 

USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, actively defended sea lanes against
global threats from 1797 to 1855. Now a featured attraction on Boston's Freedom Trail, Constitution
and her crew of U.S. Navy Sailors offer community outreach and education about the ship's history to
more than 500,000 visitors each year.

For more news and information on USS Constitution, visit: www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial

-USN-
-USN-
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NNS130704-04. Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Edward Guttierrez III
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CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6)
transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July 4.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought between Japan and Allied forces from the United States and
Australia, May 4-8, 1942. 

It is now considered by many Australians as the battle that saved Australia, as the Imperial Japanese
Navy was pressing to invade and occupy Port Moresby in New Guinea. The battle was also the first
engagement in Naval history in which the participating ships never sighted or fired directly at each
other. Instead, manned aircraft were used as offensive artillery. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea arrested the Japanese advance and kept supply and communication lines
open between the U.S. and Australia, which led to a strategic victory for the Allied forces by reducing
the number of Imperial aircraft carriers and aircraft available for the Japanese invasion of Midway
Island. For the first time in history an Imperial Japanese naval invasion force was turned away without
completing its objective, greatly increasing morale among the Allies after six months of defeats by the
Japanese in the Pacific Theater.

For Lt. Nicholas Inns, Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11, transiting the
Coral Sea brought the opportunity to reflect on the past in a variety of ways.

"This area and this ship remind me of the tradition of honor, excellence, and sacrifice that I am a part
of," said Inns. "The name USS Bonhomme Richard has been an integral part of the U.S. Navy for more
than two hundred years. To be aboard a ship so firmly rooted in naval history in an area where nearly
every sea or island was the site of a past battle is an honor and a privilege."

While Bonhomme Richard Sailors and Marines celebrated the nation's birthday with a Steel Beach
picnic on the ship's flight deck, eight warships and two aircraft carriers, sunk during the Battle of Coral
Sea, lay beneath them on the ocean floor. Now, more than 70 years later, the oral history of that
battle, and many others that took place during World War II, is seldom spoken of any longer. 

"It is easy to forget things that happened a long time ago," said Inns. "It is even easier to forget
things that happened a long time ago in a distant place far-removed from the sight of average
Americans. The Battle of the Coral Sea occurred in a place few Americans could place on a map and
even fewer will ever travel to. We have the privilege to pass near that place, and we have a duty to
remember and honor the sacrifice those Sailors made."

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group, with the embarked 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
is currently operating in the 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility and reports to the Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa,
Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil

-USN-
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NNS130704-03. USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Lindahl

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled operations in
the region.

While in port, Germantown and the 31st MEU will conduct a bio-security inspection to ensure they are
operating in an environmentally responsible manner and in full accordance with Australian laws. 
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The inspection is the second of a two-part inspection that entails full accountability for all food items,
soil, bacteria, plant life and any other organisms that could damage the Australian ecosystem. The first
part of the inspection took place in Okinawa, Japan prior to Germantown's departure.

"The majority of this equipment has been inspected already, a lot of it is already tagged, we have the
documents and paperwork to support it," said Lt. Darrell Morgan, assigned to Naval Beach Unit Seven.

Morgan said the equipment to be inspected will include any Sailor and Marine personal effects as well
as mission essential equipment such as rucksacks, three-day packs and odds and ends that will be
taken out to the field. 

"It's a beautiful country, a beautiful ecosystem, and we want to do our part to preserve their lands,"
said Cdr. Jason R. Leach, Germantown's commanding officer.

The inspection is a precursor to a complex training evolution that combines the Navy and Marine Corps
maritime sea-to-shore capabilities with those of the Australian Navy; a relationship that serves as a
cornerstone of regional stability.

While the visit to Darwin is considered a "working port" due to the bio-security inspection, Sailors and
Marines will still have the opportunity to enjoy some personal time in town and a community service
program with "Life Without Barriers," a national charitable organization for children and young people
with disabilities.

"We obviously have a mission to accomplish, but we always emphasize to the Marines and Sailors the
importance of interacting with people," said Lt. Kyu Lee, Navy chaplain assigned to the 31st MEU. "We
want to provide an opportunity to see different perspectives in life."

Lee said through these opportunities people often realize future dreams. They may have never known
that they have a gift working with the disabled, and it could lead to a great future, he said.

"We always think of community service programs as 'giving', but we actually gain a lot from these
opportunities," said Lee.

Germantown is on patrol with the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and, with the
31st MEU, is currently conducting routine joint-force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm.
Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Germantown, please visit:

www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
www.cpr11.navy.mil
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil 
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NNS130704-02. Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's Liberation Day Parade

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory A. Harden II, USS Momsen Public Affairs

SAIPAN (NNS) -- Sailors and embarked midshipmen of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Momsen (DDG 92) participated in a local parade, July 4, to commemorate Liberation Day in
Saipan.

The island of Saipan celebrates Liberation Day to mark the June 15, 1945, opening of the gates of
Camp Susupe where most of Saipan's residents at that time were interred after the end of World War
II. Saipan used to be a colony of Japan and was the scene of many bloody battles during the Pacific
War.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
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"Freedom is not free," said Vicente C. Camacho, Liberation Day 2013 committee chairman. "Many have
perished to protect a race, a religion, a country, or a nation. In order to instill this sentiment to the
community, we must remind ourselves why we celebrate Liberation Day." 

Liberation Day gave the Sailors and midshipmen a unique opportunity to show their support for the
local communities of Saipan.

"In any existing relationship, the key fundamental to making that relationship stronger is by being
supportive," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Thomas Masanotti. "Sailors of the Momsen are here
today, not only to celebrate Independence Day but to also march alongside of the local people in
Saipan to support the celebration of their Liberation Day."

Even though the weather was not optimal for a parade, the participants marched forward even during
the rain.

"Marching as drops of rain hit my face didn't really bother me after I saw all the love and support that
we were receiving from the local people," said Quartermaster 2nd Class Riley Knox. "The people of
Saipan take a lot of pride in Liberation Day and I felt honored to be a participant in the parade."

Camacho took the opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in making the 2013 Liberation Day
festivities possible.

"I am very grateful that the crew of USS Momsen came to support our celebration today," said
Camacho. "For next year's Liberation Day, I hope to have the chance to invite all branches of the
Armed Forces and showcase them in full gear!"

Momsen is in Saipan for a port visit during a patrol with the George Washington Strike Group in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from Commander Task Force 70, visit www.navy.mil/local/ctf70/. 
-USN-
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NNS130704-01. From 'Wog to Shellback

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrew B. Church

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence Day,
after transiting the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S. 7th Fleet
Area of Responsibility (AOR).

Crossing the equator seems a very routine event in the course of any modern naval vessel. Yet navies
throughout history have celebrated crossing the equator, or the international date line , or this or that
particular line, for centuries. Why is there a ceremony at all?

"Back in the days of wooden ships, Crossing the Line had a fairly serious purpose," said Senior Chief
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Bernard Dizon, organizer of the Crossing the Line ceremony
events. "It was designed to test the novices in the crew to see whether they could endure their first
cruise at sea."

The rich folkloric tradition of the Crossing the Line ceremony, is a tradition that honors sailors for
crossing the equator, heralding from a time long ago when such a feat was a grave undertaking. The
ceremony often involved varied events throughout which Pollywogs (or Wogs for short), the term given
to those who have not crossed the equator before, were put through a series of initiation rites
involving harrowing and often embarrassing tasks, gags, obstacles, physical hardships, and generally
good-humored mischief. After the ceremony and with much pomp, the sailor was inducted into the
"Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep." In other words, they transitioned from Wogs to
Shellbacks.

"I had a blast!" said Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Veronica Cooley, who participated in a Crossing
the Line ceremony last fall. "I was a little nervous at first, because I didn't know what to expect. But it
was a lot of fun, and I felt like I accomplished something special. I'm glad to be a Shellback now."
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Comparatively, the initiation rites in today's modern navies are far less stringent; whereas before the
events of the ceremony were meant to be physically challenging and even painful for new sailors to
accomplish, today those challenges are strictly voluntary and are reduced for health and safety
reasons. The ceremony is now seen more as entertainment, building unit cohesion and a sense of
shared identity, and for morale boosting than anything else. 

"The tradition has carried on, but it's carried out so that it is in line with our Navy Core Values," said
Dizon. "The purpose of the ceremony is to have fun, but it is strictly voluntary and Sailors can leave at
any time. We keep it safe."

The Crossing the Line ceremony still holds to many of the same mythological archetypes as its
historical parentage; figures such as King Neptune, the Royal Court, Royal Scribes, Trusty Shellbacks,
the Royal Baby, Davy Jones, and her Highness Amphitrite often make appearances during the
ceremony. Activities are planned, carried out, and supervised by the Shellbacks and any other non-
participants who volunteer to make sure nothing gets out of hand. When the festivities conclude, the
Slimy Wogs have the right to call themselves Shellbacks.

"Crossing the line isn't just for U.S. Navy Sailors, it's for all mariners," said Master Chief Fire
Controlman Thomas Ward, the most senior Shellback aboard Bonhomme Richard. "Celebrating sailing
over the 0 Parallel [the equator] is a time-honored maritime tradition. No matter how we express that
tradition, it will always be a rare salute of pride to the unique craft of sailing the seas, which we have
the honor of celebrating aboard our fine warship, Bonhomme Richard."

Perhaps the commander of HMS Beagle, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, describes best the value of the Crossing
the Line ceremony in his 1839 book, Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's Ships
Adventure and Beagle between the years 1826 and 1836:
"The disagreeable practice alluded to has been permitted in most ships [...] And though many condemn
it as an absurd and dangerous piece of folly, it has also many advocates. Perhaps it is one of those
amusements, of which the omission might be regretted. Its effect on the minds of those engaged in
preparing for its mummeries, who enjoy it at the time, and talk of it long afterwards, cannot easily be
judged of without being an eye-witness."

The Crossing the Line ceremony is a unique maritime experience, a relic of the epoch of wooden ships
and hardened Sailors daring to venture into the unforgiving environment of the open ocean. The
ceremony, as old as perhaps the very art of sailing, in all its pomp and ridiculous charm and history,
will hopefully remain an equatorial pastime to be treasured by generations of Sailors to come, so that
they too can laugh about a chief they know who's wearing a swab for a wig, holding a makeshift
wooden trident, and speaking magnanimously about Pollywogs and Shellbacks and the "Ancient Order
of the Deep."

"The sea is eternal and sacred, and so are the traditions that accompany it," said Dizon. "As long as
there are imaginary lines by which we travel, we will attach a special significance to crossing over
them, a significance which also bonds the crew of the Bonhomme Richard together."

Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group is currently operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility and reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley,
headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan. 

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-46. U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team Charged and Ready for the Goal

By Story by Mass Communications Specialist Third Class (SW/AW) Claire Farin

Navy Public Affairs Support Element West
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SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Twenty members and the coaching staff of the All Armed Forces Soccer Team
departed the United States for the World Military Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, held from July 2-14.

The team, which includes players from the four branches of the military practiced for more than three
weeks to prepare for the tournament. 

"We prepare all year within our branch, and now it is all about training with other services," said
Marine Corps Sgt. Felipe Magallon, a native of Los Angeles. "It came down to one team representing
the United States. We are all part of team USA." 

Magallon added that the team has been working hard to train, and they are looking forward hopefully
earning the world football trophy. 

Different players were meticulously picked out from each branch's soccer team to be part of the final
draft for this year's military cup.

"The team collectively came to its good solid squad," said Air Force Lt. Col. Derrick Weyand, soccer
coach and head coach of the Armed Forces Soccer Team. "They have competed against each other
before, but now it's not all about what branch they are from, it's all about one team with one goal, one
mission."

Weyand also added that he is just amazed at the camaraderie between the players.

"I feel like we have come together as one," said Air Force Capt. Jeremiah Kirschman. "I'm really
impressed at the collaboration between the coaching staff."

"It is very incredible being part of the group," said Hospital Corpsman First Class Eric Campos,
assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). "I cannot be more proud representing the United States."

According to Campos, the players practice three times a day and participate in scrimmages with local
soccer players in the area. 

"The preparation is very difficult, it is both mental and physical," said Army 1st Lt. Andrew Hyres, "It's
a unique opportunity to represent your country."

Sixteen countries will compete during this year's World Military Cup, with Azerbaijan serving as the
host country. The competition is organized by the International Military Sports Council or Conseil
International du Sports Militaire (CISM). 

The aims of CISM are to develop friendly relations between the armed forces of member nations,
promote physical education and sports activities, provide mutual technical assistance, support less
privileged members in the name of friendship and solidarity, contribute towards the balanced and
harmonious development of military personnel and contribute to the international effort for universal
peace.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-45. Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly known
as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5. 

The ship was acquired by the Philippines from the U.S. under the Department of Defense's Foreign
Military Sales program for 400 million Philippine pesos ($9.26 million), May 22, 2012. 

"The acquisition of the frigate is a part of the long term modernization plan of the armed forces of the
Philippines," said Capt. Ernesto O Baldovino, Ramon Alcaraz's first commanding officer. "This purchase
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is mutually beneficial for both governments and shows the sincerity of the U.S. government and the
Philippine government to uphold the provisions of the mutual defense treaty signed between the two
governments."

Ramon Alcaraz is the second Hamilton-class cutter purchased by the Philippines and is expected to
bolster the Philippine navy's capability in protecting their maritime interests. 

"From a tactical standpoint, being a former United States ship, the systems are compatible with those
of the U.S. Navy and will add to our interoperability with the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard," said
Baldovino.

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard are also aboard Ramon Alcaraz to help train members of the
Philippine navy to use the systems onboard, train the Philippine navy in what to expect while serving
aboard the ship and help prepare the crew for working together with the Coast Guard and the Navy on
future missions.

"We were brought here to advise and assist the Philippine Navy on how to use the systems that the
ship employs," said Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class Derin Perez. "It's important that we conduct
this kind of cross-training with them so that they are better able to understand how we're used to
operating, so when we team up to do operations together we can all be on the same page."

The ship was named after the deceased Commodore of the Philippine Fleet, Ramon A. Alcaraz. Alcaraz
was awarded the Silver Star for shooting down three low-flying Japanese planes during World War II.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-40. Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore

By Melinda Larson, NAS Lemoore Public Affairs

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE, Calif. (NNS) -- Vice Adm. David H. Buss, Commander, Naval Air
Forces, commended Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Fleet Sailors for their hard work and vowed to ensure
they have clear career paths during a visit to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore July 1-2. 

The Navy's "Air Boss," conducted all-hands calls for nearly 1,500 Sailors from Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific Fleet including Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and CVW 9. 

"This was a high priority trip for me to walk a mile in your shoes and see what life is like for you at
Naval Air Station Lemoore," Buss said to CVW 2 Sailors. "It's important for me to get out there and
talk to you about your perspective. I want to make sure you have the parts and support you need to
take the fight forward to the bad guys." 

With a move towards Hornet and Super Hornet community detailing, the Air Boss told both CVW
Sailors that people are his first priority. 

"I want to create a very clear career path for you all so you can continue to move up the ranks," Buss
said. "That means the right people, with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time." 

Buss' visit coincided with the 40th anniversary of the all-volunteer force. Buss noted this year's
Independence Day has a special meaning to him and others in uniform. 

"This Fourth of July is a special holiday for those of us who wear the cloth of our nation. You all have
answered the call, day in and day out. You have volunteered to serve. You have my commitment; I
will do the right thing for you," Buss said. 

CVW 9 Sailors returned in April following an eight-month deployment aboard the USS John C. Stennis
(CVN 74) to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. As a former commanding officer of the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the Air Boss said he has a special place in his heart for the ship and the
CVW 9 Sailors who served 15 months completing two deployments within a two-year period. 

"You made extraordinary sacrifices and commitments during both of Stennis' deployments. I hope
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you're as proud of your accomplishments as I am," Buss said. 
The thanks and compliments from the Air Boss resonated with one Sailor who returned from John C.
Stennis' most recent deployment.

"I'm glad he came to visit and let us know he's behind us. It's good to know he really does have our
backs and appreciates us," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Shanell Harrison of Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 97. 

Part of the Air Boss' visit included an up-close look at F/A-18 jets assigned to the fleet replacement
squadron, VFA 122. Under the wing of a Super Hornet, the Air Boss was briefed on how the squadron
is creating "super technicians" who can work on a variety of aircraft components. The theory is it is
enabling Sailors to better understand an airframe as a weapons system. 

"This is an important site picture. I wanted to have eyes on target, to walk the flight line and
appreciate the challenges," Buss said as he toured the ramp and hangar spaces. 

For one mid-level Sailor, it was a career first to be commended for his work by a three-star admiral.

"This was my first time to meet an admiral in my nine years of service. He took his hat off to us for
our work and that acknowledgement means a lot," said Aviation Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Ryan
Conner. 

Buss became Naval Aviation's sixth "Air Boss" in October 2012. Naval Air Forces' mission is to man,
train equip and maintain a Naval Air Force that is immediately employable, forward deployed and
engaged.

NNS130705-04. Current All Hands Update

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute newscast
and three one-minute newscast.

Two-minute newscast-
- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608 
http://youtu.be/zbgYgHHihNQ 

First One-minute newscast-
- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors Reminded
to Celebrate July 4th Safely
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609 
http://youtu.be/9Bkbz6nUCEU 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610 
http://youtu.be/zzBLqVC5S_M 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611 
http://youtu.be/HV_2Us6OwrU 

Defense Media Activity - Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU)newscasts each day - one
two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day and
evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS)satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of the fleet
and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for air times.
AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Service
(AFRTS).
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS020702-07. This Day in Naval History - July 05

From the Navy News Service

1814 - Sloop-of-war Peacock captures British Stranger, Venus, Adiona and Fortitude.
1815 - Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron arrives at Tripoli to collect reparations for seizure of
American merchant ships in violation of Treaty of 1805.

For more information on naval history, visit the Naval Historical Center Web site at
www.history.navy.mil.
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

Navy News Service is the official news wire service of the U.S. Navy, containing stories recently posted
to the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. It is a product of the Defense Media Navy - 6700 Taylor Rd.,
Fort Meade, MD 20755. Reprints should be credited to the Navy News Service (NNS).

For the latest in Navy news from around the fleet, visit www.navy.mil. 

For all Navy-related questions, review the FAQs posted at www.navy.mil or visit www.history.navy.mil. 

Media queries should be directed to the Navy News Desk at (703) 697-5342.
-USN-
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City, Carrier Air Wing-7 Return
Home
More than 5,000 Sailors serving as part of the
Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKECSG)
returned to their homeports in Norfolk, Va. and
Mayport, Fla. July 3, following five months of
operations in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of
responsibility.
July 3, 2013 Comments 1

5th Fleet PC Force Grows to Eight
Ships
Coastal Patrol (PC) ships USS Tempest (PC 2),
USS Squall (PC 7) and USS Thunderbolt (PC 12)
arrived pierside in Bahrain July 3, as part of a
realignment that will see a total of eight PCs
permanently stationed in the U.S. 5th Fleet area
of responsibility (AOR).
July 3, 2013
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1 of 4NORFOLK (July 3, 2013)

Sailors man the rails on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN 69) as the ship arrives at Naval Station Norfolk. The Dwight D.
Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group is returning to homeport at Norfolk after operating in
the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom and conducting maritime security operations and theater security cooperation
efforts. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Andrew Schneider
(Released) 130703-N-XQ474-132

2 of 4GULF OF OMAN (July 2, 2013)

Aviation Ordnancemen load missiles on an aircraft aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz (CVN 68). The Nimitz Carrier Strike Group is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet
area of responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater security
cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Kelly M. Agee (Released)
130702-N-AZ866-301
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GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration
on 4th of July
Story Number: NNS130705-02 Release Date: 7/5/2013 6:28:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ricardo Guzman

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Sailors aboard the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS
George Washington (CVN 73) took a short pause from daily operations to take part in a patriotic
Independence Day ceremony and to celebrate the ship's 21st anniversary, July 4. 

On July 4, 1992, 216 years after America declared it's independence from the British, the fourth
ship to bear the name of America's first president was commissioned in front of 22,000 people in
Norfolk.

"I'm very glad to be here celebrating the 4th of July," said Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery,
commander, Battle Force Seventh Fleet. "I was present at George Washington's commissioning
ceremony and 21 years later, I'm here celebrating it with the crew." 

The ceremony began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by an invocation, speeches
by command leadership, a video presentation and a cake cutting.

During the ceremony, nothing resonated more than Montgomery's own experience during the
commissioning ceremony and the impact it had on him.

"I was on board USS Bainbridge (DLGN 256) 21 years ago and we were the backdrop for the
George Washington commissioning," said Montgomery. "I couldn't have imagined that I would be
here 21 years later and to celebrate both George Washington's and our country's birthday. It's
fitting to be here today at-sea on the ships because it reminds us of the importance the Navy
plays defending our country, deterring our adversaries and ensuring the freedom of the sea." 

The ceremony gave a chance for Sailors to take time out of their busy schedule to celebrate the
4th of July and reflect on the nation and its history.

"I enjoyed the ceremony because it reminded me of home," said Machinist Mate 2nd Class
Thomas Hill, from George Washington's engineering department. "This is the first 4th of July that
I haven't been home. I left for boot camp two days after the fourth and to be able to come out
here, take a break and see this presentation, really reminds me of why I'm here." 

Whether in-port or underway, George Washington takes time to celebrate the 4th of July and
remember the heritage of their service and honor the patriots that made U.S. independence
possible.

"It's a moment to remind us why we serve our country; what's exceptional about the U.S. and it's
Navy," said Montgomery. "It's a good thing to be with the Sailors that epitomize the opportunity
that the United States offers when you're celebrating your country and the independence it
represents."

George Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready
force that protects and defends the collective maritime interest of the U.S. and its allies and
partners in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from USS George Washington (CVN 73), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/.
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7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit
to Darwin
Story Number: NNS130705-01 Release Date: 7/5/2013 6:25:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Karsten

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an event-filled six day
port visit in Darwin, Australia, with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship USS Blue Ridge
(LCC 19) July 4.

The celebration was two-fold, celebrating Australia's Territory Day on July 1, as well as America's
Independence Day on July 4 to conclude a successful week-long port visit to Australia's Northern
Territory capital filled with community service projects, military to military interactions, band
performances and sporting events. 

The port visit also allowed for integrated planning of the upcoming Talisman Saber 2013 exercise
to be held off the coast of Australia later this month.

Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th Fleet and Capt Will Pennington, commanding
officer of the Blue Ridge also attended a flag raising ceremony celebrating Territory Day on July
1, marking the commencement of Self Government in the Territory in 1978. The event was
hosted by Chief Administrator for the Northern Territory Sally Thomas and The Right Worshipful
Lord Mayor of Darwin Ms. Katrina Fong Lim. The ceremony also served as a naturalization
ceremony for dozens of new Australian citizens. 

"It was fantastic to have the 7th fleet here; everyone loves it," added Mayor Lim. "People are
really happy to see the ship and see the Sailors and Marines around the city enjoying themselves
and our fantastic city."

The city of Darwin was full of festivities for Territory Day and over 1000 Sailors and Marines were
able to enjoy the day with our Australian hosts. The day ended with a large fireworks display over
Darwin's popular Mindil Beach. 

"These types of celebrations are really important for cross country communication and bonding,"
said Mayor Lim. "4th of July I know is very important for Americans and its really interesting that
we celebrate our 1st of July Territory Day with a massive display of fireworks; hopefully that
made you feel not so much homesick."

2013 mark's the 70th Anniversary of the founding of 7th Fleet in Brisbane Australia, celebrated
during a July 4th Celebration on board Blue Ridge. Vice Adm. Swift hosted honored guests Jeffrey
Bleich, U.S. Ambassador to Australia, Peter Styles, Australian Minister of Infrastructure, and
Brigadier General John Frewen, Commander, Australian Army First Brigade. Mayor Lim was also in
attendance. 

"We have had a very successful engagement here with both the local and state level
government," said Australian Lt. Cmdr. Matt Dunn, Theater Security Cooperation officer and
Australian liaison officer for the 7th Fleet. "I think the crew has enjoyed their time in Darwin and
our time on Blue Ridge has been very welcoming," 

Dunn has been stationed on Blue Ridge for one and a half years and helped coordinate the
week's events as well as the upcoming joint exercise Talisman Saber 2013 (TS13). Planning for
TS13 is underway and is jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and Australian Defence
Force Headquarters Joint Operations Command scheduled to occur in July/August 2013.

Blue Ridge and embarked 7th Fleet staff are currently on patrol operating forward while building
maritime partnerships and conducting security and stability operations.

For more news from Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/c7f/.
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VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts
Airborne Change of Command
Story Number: NNS130704-08 Release Date: 7/4/2013 8:26:00 PM

By Lt. Paul Dixon, Nimitz Strike Group Public Affairs

USS NIMITZ, At Sea (NNS) -- The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154
conducted an airborne change of command ceremony in the skies above the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz (CVN 68) on July 4 in the Arabian Gulf. 

Cmdr. John "Cosmo" DePree from Mt. Shasta, Calif., relieved Cmdr. James "Cruiser" Christie from
Vancouver, Wash., as commanding officer of the "Black Knights." Rear Adm. Michael White,
commander of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Eleven, and Capt. Kevin Mannix, commander of Carrier
Air Wing (CVW) Eleven, presided over the transfer of command.

Christie, a native of Vancouver, Wash., led the "Black Knights" as they transitioned to their new
home with CVW-11 aboard Nimitz. Under Christie's guidance, the squadron excelled tactically,
earning the coveted "Boola Boola" award in January, awarded for proficiency in air-to-air missile
employment. During his career, Christie has accumulated more than 700 arrested landings and
2,500 flight hours in the F/A-18A-F.

"The 'Black Knight' team is an amazing organization of talented individuals who have bonded
through work-ups and deployment like no other squadron I've seen. It has been my most
treasured privilege to command VFA-154 because I've been afforded the opportunity to work
closely alongside these remarkable Sailors," said Christie, adding, "I have no doubt Commander
DePree will lead the "Black Knights" to even greater achievements, and I look forward to reading
about their continued success in the future." 

DePree, a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, began his career with the Fighter Squadron
(VF) 102 "Diamondbacks" and deployed immediately following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. During this tour in Afghanistan, DePree was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross with Combat "V," the distinguishing device for actions against enemy
forces. His other previous assignments include tours with the "Flying Eagles" of VFA-122, the
Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor course (TOPGUN), the "Bounty Hunters" of VFA-2, and the "Black
Aces" of VFA-41. 

"I am extremely humbled and proud to have the opportunity to continue the tradition of
excellence set forth by all current and previous 'Black Knights' in the service to our great country.
It is a rare privilege and honor to lead our nation's finest men and women into harm's way," said
DePree. "To departing Skipper Christie, a final farewell: You are a genuine American patriot, a
champion of your people, and above all - a true friend. Farewell and following seas, Cruiser."

VFA-154 is currently embarked with CVW-11 on board Nimitz and deployed with the Nimitz Strike
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations, theater
security cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

For more news from USS Nimitz (CVN 68), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn68/.
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USS Constitution Celebrates
Independence Day with Underway,
Naturalization Ceremony
Story Number: NNS130704-07 Release Date: 7/4/2013 8:22:00 PM

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Peter D. Melkus

BOSTON (July 4, 2013) (NNS) -- USS Constitution got underway in Boston Harbor to kick-off the
city's celebration of America's 237th birthday, followed by a naturalization ceremony where 26
new American citizens were administered the Oath of Allegiance July 4.

Approximately 500 guests accompanied the 215-year-old Constitution on its second scheduled
underway of 2013, including 150 winners of Constitution's annual Fourth of July public lottery
drawing.

"This is one of those moments of a lifetime that most people never get to experience, but it was
an amazing moment for me to board (Constitution) and be on the ship while underway," said
Susan Palmer, a turnaround cruise guest and distant relative of Capt. William Bainbridge, one of
Constitution's commanding officers during the War of 1812. "This is just a magical day for me,
and I'm so thankful to have the chance to be here aboard a true piece of American history."

Old Ironsides' three-hour tour of the harbor began at 11 a.m. and was highlighted with the firing
of two gun salutes from two of the ship's long guns. The first was a 21-gun salute which occurred
at noon near Fort Independence on Castle Island in honor of the United States. After the
completion of the salute aboard Constitution, cannons stationed at Fort Independence then
replied with a 21-gun salute of their own. 

Constitution's second salute, in honor of the city of Boston, was a 17-gun salute performed while
passing U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, the former site of the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Old
Ironsides was launched on Oct. 21, 1797. The shots honored the 16 states that comprised
America at the time of Constitution's launch and one in honor of the ship itself. Constitution then
returned to its berth at pier one in Charlestown Navy Yard at approximately 2 p.m.

"It was a remarkable underway - I don't think you could ask for a better day to celebrate our
Nation's independence in Boston," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding
officer. "To be aboard Constitution with 500 other people all celebrating the birth of our Nation is
just an amazing feeling - you can really feel the patriotism running through everyone here."

The July 4 underway also marked the final harbor cruise at the helm of Old Ironsides for Bonner,
who is scheduled to transfer command of America's Ship of State to Cmdr. Sean Kearns on July
26.

"It's been a fantastic tour," said Bonner. "I tell people this is the most personally and
professionally rewarding experience I've ever had. Constitution has become a part of me, and
though I'm saddened to be turning her over, I know Cmdr. Kearns will continue to build upon the
legacy built by my predecessors over the past two centuries."

After the conclusion of the underway, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) hosted
a naturalization ceremony aboard Constitution. 26 candidates for U.S. citizenship were presented
to the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, listened to a pre-recorded
message from President Barack Obama, and were then administered the Oath of Allegiance by
the Honorable William G. Young, United States District Judge.

The 26 citizenship candidates originated from the following 18 countries: Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Cape Verde, Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica,
Mexico, Morocco, People's Republic of China, Thailand, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

One of the candidates was Jodi Linney, Constitution's command ombudsman and wife of
Constitution Sailor Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Kevin Linney. Linney, originally from Canada, has
been married to her husband Kevin since 2009 and said that she had to keep putting off
becoming a U.S. citizen for various reasons until the opportunity to be sworn-in as an American
citizen aboard Constitution presented itself.

"It's basically been a dream come true - I couldn't have asked for any better time or place for
this event to have occurred in my life," said Linney. "(The ceremony) couldn't have been any
more patriotic - I feel like my life has fully changed and I'm so excited about that change and to
be able to fully support my husband and understand what he's fighting for every day." 

USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, actively defended sea lanes
against global threats from 1797 to 1855. Now a featured attraction on Boston's Freedom Trail,
Constitution and her crew of U.S. Navy Sailors offer community outreach and education about the
ship's history to more than 500,000 visitors each year.

For more news and information on USS Constitution, visit: www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial
>
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Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral
Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes
Story Number: NNS130704-04 Release Date: 7/4/2013 10:00:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Edward Guttierrez III

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard
(LHD 6) transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July
4.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought between Japan and Allied forces from the United States
and Australia, May 4-8, 1942. 

It is now considered by many Australians as the battle that saved Australia, as the Imperial
Japanese Navy was pressing to invade and occupy Port Moresby in New Guinea. The battle was
also the first engagement in Naval history in which the participating ships never sighted or fired
directly at each other. Instead, manned aircraft were used as offensive artillery. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea arrested the Japanese advance and kept supply and communication
lines open between the U.S. and Australia, which led to a strategic victory for the Allied forces by
reducing the number of Imperial aircraft carriers and aircraft available for the Japanese invasion
of Midway Island. For the first time in history an Imperial Japanese naval invasion force was
turned away without completing its objective, greatly increasing morale among the Allies after six
months of defeats by the Japanese in the Pacific Theater.

For Lt. Nicholas Inns, Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11, transiting
the Coral Sea brought the opportunity to reflect on the past in a variety of ways.

"This area and this ship remind me of the tradition of honor, excellence, and sacrifice that I am a
part of," said Inns. "The name USS Bonhomme Richard has been an integral part of the U.S.
Navy for more than two hundred years. To be aboard a ship so firmly rooted in naval history in
an area where nearly every sea or island was the site of a past battle is an honor and a
privilege."

While Bonhomme Richard Sailors and Marines celebrated the nation's birthday with a Steel Beach
picnic on the ship's flight deck, eight warships and two aircraft carriers, sunk during the Battle of
Coral Sea, lay beneath them on the ocean floor. Now, more than 70 years later, the oral history
of that battle, and many others that took place during World War II, is seldom spoken of any
longer. 

"It is easy to forget things that happened a long time ago," said Inns. "It is even easier to forget
things that happened a long time ago in a distant place far-removed from the sight of average
Americans. The Battle of the Coral Sea occurred in a place few Americans could place on a map
and even fewer will ever travel to. We have the privilege to pass near that place, and we have a
duty to remember and honor the sacrifice those Sailors made."

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group, with the embarked 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit, is currently operating in the 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility and reports to the Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach,
Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
> http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
> www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
> www.cpf.navy.mil
> www.c7f.navy.mil
>
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USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin,
Australia
Story Number: NNS130704-03 Release Date: 7/4/2013 9:58:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Lindahl

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled
operations in the region.

While in port, Germantown and the 31st MEU will conduct a bio-security inspection to ensure they
are operating in an environmentally responsible manner and in full accordance with Australian
laws. 

The inspection is the second of a two-part inspection that entails full accountability for all food
items, soil, bacteria, plant life and any other organisms that could damage the Australian
ecosystem. The first part of the inspection took place in Okinawa, Japan prior to Germantown's
departure.

"The majority of this equipment has been inspected already, a lot of it is already tagged, we have
the documents and paperwork to support it," said Lt. Darrell Morgan, assigned to Naval Beach
Unit Seven.

Morgan said the equipment to be inspected will include any Sailor and Marine personal effects as
well as mission essential equipment such as rucksacks, three-day packs and odds and ends that
will be taken out to the field. 

"It's a beautiful country, a beautiful ecosystem, and we want to do our part to preserve their
lands," said Cdr. Jason R. Leach, Germantown's commanding officer.

The inspection is a precursor to a complex training evolution that combines the Navy and Marine
Corps maritime sea-to-shore capabilities with those of the Australian Navy; a relationship that
serves as a cornerstone of regional stability.

While the visit to Darwin is considered a "working port" due to the bio-security inspection, Sailors
and Marines will still have the opportunity to enjoy some personal time in town and a community
service program with "Life Without Barriers," a national charitable organization for children and
young people with disabilities.

"We obviously have a mission to accomplish, but we always emphasize to the Marines and Sailors
the importance of interacting with people," said Lt. Kyu Lee, Navy chaplain assigned to the 31st
MEU. "We want to provide an opportunity to see different perspectives in life."

Lee said through these opportunities people often realize future dreams. They may have never
known that they have a gift working with the disabled, and it could lead to a great future, he
said.

"We always think of community service programs as 'giving', but we actually gain a lot from these
opportunities," said Lee.

Germantown is on patrol with the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and, with
the 31st MEU, is currently conducting routine joint-force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm.
Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Germantown, please visit:

www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
> www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
> www.cpr11.navy.mil
> www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
> www.cpf.navy.mil
> www.c7f.navy.mil 
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My son is LCDR Anthony Uniewski aboard the USS Germantown,I am happy that all is well upon arrival
and I actually got to see some pictures of him,for which I am grateful,I haven't seen my Son in 3 yrs.
Enjoy your time in Australia.
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Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's
Liberation Day Parade
Story Number: NNS130704-02 Release Date: 7/4/2013 9:57:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory A. Harden II,  USS Momsen Public Affairs

SAIPAN (NNS) -- Sailors and embarked midshipmen of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92) participated in a local parade, July 4, to commemorate
Liberation Day in Saipan.

The island of Saipan celebrates Liberation Day to mark the June 15, 1945, opening of the gates of
Camp Susupe where most of Saipan's residents at that time were interred after the end of World
War II. Saipan used to be a colony of Japan and was the scene of many bloody battles during the
Pacific War.

"Freedom is not free," said Vicente C. Camacho, Liberation Day 2013 committee chairman. "Many
have perished to protect a race, a religion, a country, or a nation. In order to instill this
sentiment to the community, we must remind ourselves why we celebrate Liberation Day." 

Liberation Day gave the Sailors and midshipmen a unique opportunity to show their support for
the local communities of Saipan.

"In any existing relationship, the key fundamental to making that relationship stronger is by being
supportive," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Thomas Masanotti. "Sailors of the Momsen are
here today, not only to celebrate Independence Day but to also march alongside of the local
people in Saipan to support the celebration of their Liberation Day."

Even though the weather was not optimal for a parade, the participants marched forward even
during the rain.

"Marching as drops of rain hit my face didn't really bother me after I saw all the love and support
that we were receiving from the local people," said Quartermaster 2nd Class Riley Knox. "The
people of Saipan take a lot of pride in Liberation Day and I felt honored to be a participant in the
parade."

Camacho took the opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in making the 2013 Liberation
Day festivities possible.

"I am very grateful that the crew of USS Momsen came to support our celebration today," said
Camacho. "For next year's Liberation Day, I hope to have the chance to invite all branches of the
Armed Forces and showcase them in full gear!"

Momsen is in Saipan for a port visit during a patrol with the George Washington Strike Group in
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from Commander Task Force 70, visit www.navy.mil/local/ctf70/.
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From 'Wog to Shellback
Story Number: NNS130704-01 Release Date: 7/4/2013 9:56:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrew B. Church

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence
Day, after transiting the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S.
7th Fleet Area of Responsibility (AOR).

Crossing the equator seems a very routine event in the course of any modern naval vessel. Yet
navies throughout history have celebrated crossing the equator, or the international date line , or
this or that particular line, for centuries. Why is there a ceremony at all?

"Back in the days of wooden ships, Crossing the Line had a fairly serious purpose," said Senior
Chief Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Bernard Dizon, organizer of the Crossing the Line
ceremony events. "It was designed to test the novices in the crew to see whether they could
endure their first cruise at sea."

The rich folkloric tradition of the Crossing the Line ceremony, is a tradition that honors sailors for
crossing the equator, heralding from a time long ago when such a feat was a grave undertaking.
The ceremony often involved varied events throughout which Pollywogs (or Wogs for short), the
term given to those who have not crossed the equator before, were put through a series of
initiation rites involving harrowing and often embarrassing tasks, gags, obstacles, physical
hardships, and generally good-humored mischief. After the ceremony and with much pomp, the
sailor was inducted into the "Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep." In other words,
they transitioned from Wogs to Shellbacks.

"I had a blast!" said Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Veronica Cooley, who participated in a
Crossing the Line ceremony last fall. "I was a little nervous at first, because I didn't know what to
expect. But it was a lot of fun, and I felt like I accomplished something special. I'm glad to be a
Shellback now."

Comparatively, the initiation rites in today's modern navies are far less stringent; whereas before
the events of the ceremony were meant to be physically challenging and even painful for new
sailors to accomplish, today those challenges are strictly voluntary and are reduced for health and
safety reasons. The ceremony is now seen more as entertainment, building unit cohesion and a
sense of shared identity, and for morale boosting than anything else. 

"The tradition has carried on, but it's carried out so that it is in line with our Navy Core Values,"
said Dizon. "The purpose of the ceremony is to have fun, but it is strictly voluntary and Sailors
can leave at any time. We keep it safe."

The Crossing the Line ceremony still holds to many of the same mythological archetypes as its
historical parentage; figures such as King Neptune, the Royal Court, Royal Scribes, Trusty
Shellbacks, the Royal Baby, Davy Jones, and her Highness Amphitrite often make appearances
during the ceremony. Activities are planned, carried out, and supervised by the Shellbacks and
any other non-participants who volunteer to make sure nothing gets out of hand. When the
festivities conclude, the Slimy Wogs have the right to call themselves Shellbacks.

"Crossing the line isn't just for U.S. Navy Sailors, it's for all mariners," said Master Chief Fire
Controlman Thomas Ward, the most senior Shellback aboard Bonhomme Richard. "Celebrating
sailing over the 0 Parallel [the equator] is a time-honored maritime tradition. No matter how we
express that tradition, it will always be a rare salute of pride to the unique craft of sailing the
seas, which we have the honor of celebrating aboard our fine warship, Bonhomme Richard."

Perhaps the commander of HMS Beagle, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, describes best the value of the
Crossing the Line ceremony in his 1839 book, Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's
Ships Adventure and Beagle between the years 1826 and 1836:
"The disagreeable practice alluded to has been permitted in most ships [...] And though many
condemn it as an absurd and dangerous piece of folly, it has also many advocates. Perhaps it is
one of those amusements, of which the omission might be regretted. Its effect on the minds of
those engaged in preparing for its mummeries, who enjoy it at the time, and talk of it long
afterwards, cannot easily be judged of without being an eye-witness."

The Crossing the Line ceremony is a unique maritime experience, a relic of the epoch of wooden
ships and hardened Sailors daring to venture into the unforgiving environment of the open ocean.
The ceremony, as old as perhaps the very art of sailing, in all its pomp and ridiculous charm and
history, will hopefully remain an equatorial pastime to be treasured by generations of Sailors to
come, so that they too can laugh about a chief they know who's wearing a swab for a wig,
holding a makeshift wooden trident, and speaking magnanimously about Pollywogs and
Shellbacks and the "Ancient Order of the Deep."

"The sea is eternal and sacred, and so are the traditions that accompany it," said Dizon. "As long
as there are imaginary lines by which we travel, we will attach a special significance to crossing
over them, a significance which also bonds the crew of the Bonhomme Richard together."

Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group is currently operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility and reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A.
Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan. 

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
> http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
> www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
> www.cpf.navy.mil
> www.c7f.navy.mil
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U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team
Charged and Ready for the Goal
Story Number: NNS130703-46 Release Date: 7/3/2013 7:06:00 PM

By Story by Mass Communications Specialist Third Class (SW/AW) Claire Farin

Navy Public Affairs Support Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Twenty members and the coaching staff of the All Armed Forces Soccer
Team departed the United States for the World Military Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, held from July
2-14.

The team, which includes players from the four branches of the military practiced for more than
three weeks to prepare for the tournament. 

"We prepare all year within our branch, and now it is all about training with other services," said
Marine Corps Sgt. Felipe Magallon, a native of Los Angeles. "It came down to one team
representing the United States. We are all part of team USA." 

Magallon added that the team has been working hard to train, and they are looking forward
hopefully earning the world football trophy. 

Different players were meticulously picked out from each branch's soccer team to be part of the
final draft for this year's military cup.

"The team collectively came to its good solid squad," said Air Force Lt. Col. Derrick Weyand,
soccer coach and head coach of the Armed Forces Soccer Team. "They have competed against
each other before, but now it's not all about what branch they are from, it's all about one team
with one goal, one mission."

Weyand also added that he is just amazed at the camaraderie between the players.

"I feel like we have come together as one," said Air Force Capt. Jeremiah Kirschman. "I'm really
impressed at the collaboration between the coaching staff."

"It is very incredible being part of the group," said Hospital Corpsman First Class Eric Campos,
assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). "I cannot be more proud representing the United
States."

According to Campos, the players practice three times a day and participate in scrimmages with
local soccer players in the area. 

"The preparation is very difficult, it is both mental and physical," said Army 1st Lt. Andrew Hyres,
"It's a unique opportunity to represent your country."

Sixteen countries will compete during this year's World Military Cup, with Azerbaijan serving as
the host country. The competition is organized by the International Military Sports Council or
Conseil International du Sports Militaire (CISM). 

The aims of CISM are to develop friendly relations between the armed forces of member nations,
promote physical education and sports activities, provide mutual technical assistance, support less
privileged members in the name of friendship and solidarity, contribute towards the balanced and
harmonious development of military personnel and contribute to the international effort for
universal peace.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/.
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NNS130705-02. GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration on 4th of July

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ricardo Guzman

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Sailors aboard the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George
Washington (CVN 73) took a short pause from daily operations to take part in a patriotic Independence
Day ceremony and to celebrate the ship's 21st anniversary, July 4. 

On July 4, 1992, 216 years after America declared it's independence from the British, the fourth ship to
bear the name of America's first president was commissioned in front of 22,000 people in Norfolk.

"I'm very glad to be here celebrating the 4th of July," said Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery, commander,
Battle Force Seventh Fleet. "I was present at George Washington's commissioning ceremony and 21
years later, I'm here celebrating it with the crew." 

The ceremony began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by an invocation, speeches by
command leadership, a video presentation and a cake cutting.

During the ceremony, nothing resonated more than Montgomery's own experience during the
commissioning ceremony and the impact it had on him.

"I was on board USS Bainbridge (DLGN 256) 21 years ago and we were the backdrop for the George
Washington commissioning," said Montgomery. "I couldn't have imagined that I would be here 21
years later and to celebrate both George Washington's and our country's birthday. It's fitting to be
here today at-sea on the ships because it reminds us of the importance the Navy plays defending our
country, deterring our adversaries and ensuring the freedom of the sea." 

The ceremony gave a chance for Sailors to take time out of their busy schedule to celebrate the 4th of
July and reflect on the nation and its history.

"I enjoyed the ceremony because it reminded me of home," said Machinist Mate 2nd Class Thomas
Hill, from George Washington's engineering department. "This is the first 4th of July that I haven't
been home. I left for boot camp two days after the fourth and to be able to come out here, take a
break and see this presentation, really reminds me of why I'm here." 

Whether in-port or underway, George Washington takes time to celebrate the 4th of July and
remember the heritage of their service and honor the patriots that made U.S. independence possible.

"It's a moment to remind us why we serve our country; what's exceptional about the U.S. and it's
Navy," said Montgomery. "It's a good thing to be with the Sailors that epitomize the opportunity that
the United States offers when you're celebrating your country and the independence it represents."

George Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready force
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that protects and defends the collective maritime interest of the U.S. and its allies and partners in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from USS George Washington (CVN 73), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130705-01. 7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit to Darwin 

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Karsten

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an event-filled six day port
visit in Darwin, Australia, with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) July
4.

The celebration was two-fold, celebrating Australia's Territory Day on July 1, as well as America's
Independence Day on July 4 to conclude a successful week-long port visit to Australia's Northern
Territory capital filled with community service projects, military to military interactions, band
performances and sporting events. 

The port visit also allowed for integrated planning of the upcoming Talisman Saber 2013 exercise to be
held off the coast of Australia later this month.

Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th Fleet and Capt Will Pennington, commanding officer of
the Blue Ridge also attended a flag raising ceremony celebrating Territory Day on July 1, marking the
commencement of Self Government in the Territory in 1978. The event was hosted by Chief
Administrator for the Northern Territory Sally Thomas and The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Darwin
Ms. Katrina Fong Lim. The ceremony also served as a naturalization ceremony for dozens of new
Australian citizens. 

"It was fantastic to have the 7th fleet here; everyone loves it," added Mayor Lim. "People are really
happy to see the ship and see the Sailors and Marines around the city enjoying themselves and our
fantastic city."

The city of Darwin was full of festivities for Territory Day and over 1000 Sailors and Marines were able
to enjoy the day with our Australian hosts. The day ended with a large fireworks display over Darwin's
popular Mindil Beach. 

"These types of celebrations are really important for cross country communication and bonding," said
Mayor Lim. "4th of July I know is very important for Americans and its really interesting that we
celebrate our 1st of July Territory Day with a massive display of fireworks; hopefully that made you
feel not so much homesick."

2013 mark's the 70th Anniversary of the founding of 7th Fleet in Brisbane Australia, celebrated during
a July 4th Celebration on board Blue Ridge. Vice Adm. Swift hosted honored guests Jeffrey Bleich, U.S.
Ambassador to Australia, Peter Styles, Australian Minister of Infrastructure, and Brigadier General John
Frewen, Commander, Australian Army First Brigade. Mayor Lim was also in attendance. 

"We have had a very successful engagement here with both the local and state level government,"
said Australian Lt. Cmdr. Matt Dunn, Theater Security Cooperation officer and Australian liaison officer
for the 7th Fleet. "I think the crew has enjoyed their time in Darwin and our time on Blue Ridge has
been very welcoming," 

Dunn has been stationed on Blue Ridge for one and a half years and helped coordinate the week's
events as well as the upcoming joint exercise Talisman Saber 2013 (TS13). Planning for TS13 is
underway and is jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and Australian Defence Force
Headquarters Joint Operations Command scheduled to occur in July/August 2013.

Blue Ridge and embarked 7th Fleet staff are currently on patrol operating forward while building
maritime partnerships and conducting security and stability operations.

For more news from Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/c7f/. 
-USN-
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NNS130704-08. VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts Airborne Change of Command

By Lt. Paul Dixon, Nimitz Strike Group Public Affairs

USS NIMITZ, At Sea (NNS) -- The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154 conducted an
airborne change of command ceremony in the skies above the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) on
July 4 in the Arabian Gulf. 

Cmdr. John "Cosmo" DePree from Mt. Shasta, Calif., relieved Cmdr. James "Cruiser" Christie from
Vancouver, Wash., as commanding officer of the "Black Knights." Rear Adm. Michael White,
commander of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Eleven, and Capt. Kevin Mannix, commander of Carrier Air
Wing (CVW) Eleven, presided over the transfer of command.

Christie, a native of Vancouver, Wash., led the "Black Knights" as they transitioned to their new home
with CVW-11 aboard Nimitz. Under Christie's guidance, the squadron excelled tactically, earning the
coveted "Boola Boola" award in January, awarded for proficiency in air-to-air missile employment.
During his career, Christie has accumulated more than 700 arrested landings and 2,500 flight hours in
the F/A-18A-F.

"The 'Black Knight' team is an amazing organization of talented individuals who have bonded through
work-ups and deployment like no other squadron I've seen. It has been my most treasured privilege to
command VFA-154 because I've been afforded the opportunity to work closely alongside these
remarkable Sailors," said Christie, adding, "I have no doubt Commander DePree will lead the "Black
Knights" to even greater achievements, and I look forward to reading about their continued success in
the future." 

DePree, a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, began his career with the Fighter Squadron (VF)
102 "Diamondbacks" and deployed immediately following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. During this tour in Afghanistan, DePree was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross with Combat "V," the distinguishing device for actions against enemy forces. His other
previous assignments include tours with the "Flying Eagles" of VFA-122, the Strike Fighter Tactics
Instructor course (TOPGUN), the "Bounty Hunters" of VFA-2, and the "Black Aces" of VFA-41. 

"I am extremely humbled and proud to have the opportunity to continue the tradition of excellence set
forth by all current and previous 'Black Knights' in the service to our great country. It is a rare
privilege and honor to lead our nation's finest men and women into harm's way," said DePree. "To
departing Skipper Christie, a final farewell: You are a genuine American patriot, a champion of your
people, and above all - a true friend. Farewell and following seas, Cruiser."

VFA-154 is currently embarked with CVW-11 on board Nimitz and deployed with the Nimitz Strike
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations, theater
security cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

For more news from USS Nimitz (CVN 68), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn68/. 
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NNS130704-07. USS Constitution Celebrates Independence Day with Underway, Naturalization
Ceremony

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Peter D. Melkus

BOSTON (July 4, 2013) (NNS) -- USS Constitution got underway in Boston Harbor to kick-off the city's
celebration of America's 237th birthday, followed by a naturalization ceremony where 26 new American
citizens were administered the Oath of Allegiance July 4.

Approximately 500 guests accompanied the 215-year-old Constitution on its second scheduled
underway of 2013, including 150 winners of Constitution's annual Fourth of July public lottery drawing.

"This is one of those moments of a lifetime that most people never get to experience, but it was an
amazing moment for me to board (Constitution) and be on the ship while underway," said Susan
Palmer, a turnaround cruise guest and distant relative of Capt. William Bainbridge, one of Constitution's
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commanding officers during the War of 1812. "This is just a magical day for me, and I'm so thankful
to have the chance to be here aboard a true piece of American history."

Old Ironsides' three-hour tour of the harbor began at 11 a.m. and was highlighted with the firing of
two gun salutes from two of the ship's long guns. The first was a 21-gun salute which occurred at
noon near Fort Independence on Castle Island in honor of the United States. After the completion of
the salute aboard Constitution, cannons stationed at Fort Independence then replied with a 21-gun
salute of their own. 

Constitution's second salute, in honor of the city of Boston, was a 17-gun salute performed while
passing U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, the former site of the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Old
Ironsides was launched on Oct. 21, 1797. The shots honored the 16 states that comprised America at
the time of Constitution's launch and one in honor of the ship itself. Constitution then returned to its
berth at pier one in Charlestown Navy Yard at approximately 2 p.m.

"It was a remarkable underway - I don't think you could ask for a better day to celebrate our Nation's
independence in Boston," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "To be
aboard Constitution with 500 other people all celebrating the birth of our Nation is just an amazing
feeling - you can really feel the patriotism running through everyone here."

The July 4 underway also marked the final harbor cruise at the helm of Old Ironsides for Bonner, who
is scheduled to transfer command of America's Ship of State to Cmdr. Sean Kearns on July 26.

"It's been a fantastic tour," said Bonner. "I tell people this is the most personally and professionally
rewarding experience I've ever had. Constitution has become a part of me, and though I'm saddened
to be turning her over, I know Cmdr. Kearns will continue to build upon the legacy built by my
predecessors over the past two centuries."

After the conclusion of the underway, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) hosted a
naturalization ceremony aboard Constitution. 26 candidates for U.S. citizenship were presented to the
United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, listened to a pre-recorded message from
President Barack Obama, and were then administered the Oath of Allegiance by the Honorable William
G. Young, United States District Judge.

The 26 citizenship candidates originated from the following 18 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Cape Verde, Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, Morocco,
People's Republic of China, Thailand, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

One of the candidates was Jodi Linney, Constitution's command ombudsman and wife of Constitution
Sailor Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Kevin Linney. Linney, originally from Canada, has been married to
her husband Kevin since 2009 and said that she had to keep putting off becoming a U.S. citizen for
various reasons until the opportunity to be sworn-in as an American citizen aboard Constitution
presented itself.

"It's basically been a dream come true - I couldn't have asked for any better time or place for this
event to have occurred in my life," said Linney. "(The ceremony) couldn't have been any more patriotic
- I feel like my life has fully changed and I'm so excited about that change and to be able to fully
support my husband and understand what he's fighting for every day." 

USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, actively defended sea lanes against
global threats from 1797 to 1855. Now a featured attraction on Boston's Freedom Trail, Constitution
and her crew of U.S. Navy Sailors offer community outreach and education about the ship's history to
more than 500,000 visitors each year.

For more news and information on USS Constitution, visit: www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial
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NNS130704-04. Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Edward Guttierrez III
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CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6)
transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July 4.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought between Japan and Allied forces from the United States and
Australia, May 4-8, 1942. 

It is now considered by many Australians as the battle that saved Australia, as the Imperial Japanese
Navy was pressing to invade and occupy Port Moresby in New Guinea. The battle was also the first
engagement in Naval history in which the participating ships never sighted or fired directly at each
other. Instead, manned aircraft were used as offensive artillery. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea arrested the Japanese advance and kept supply and communication lines
open between the U.S. and Australia, which led to a strategic victory for the Allied forces by reducing
the number of Imperial aircraft carriers and aircraft available for the Japanese invasion of Midway
Island. For the first time in history an Imperial Japanese naval invasion force was turned away without
completing its objective, greatly increasing morale among the Allies after six months of defeats by the
Japanese in the Pacific Theater.

For Lt. Nicholas Inns, Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11, transiting the
Coral Sea brought the opportunity to reflect on the past in a variety of ways.

"This area and this ship remind me of the tradition of honor, excellence, and sacrifice that I am a part
of," said Inns. "The name USS Bonhomme Richard has been an integral part of the U.S. Navy for more
than two hundred years. To be aboard a ship so firmly rooted in naval history in an area where nearly
every sea or island was the site of a past battle is an honor and a privilege."

While Bonhomme Richard Sailors and Marines celebrated the nation's birthday with a Steel Beach
picnic on the ship's flight deck, eight warships and two aircraft carriers, sunk during the Battle of Coral
Sea, lay beneath them on the ocean floor. Now, more than 70 years later, the oral history of that
battle, and many others that took place during World War II, is seldom spoken of any longer. 

"It is easy to forget things that happened a long time ago," said Inns. "It is even easier to forget
things that happened a long time ago in a distant place far-removed from the sight of average
Americans. The Battle of the Coral Sea occurred in a place few Americans could place on a map and
even fewer will ever travel to. We have the privilege to pass near that place, and we have a duty to
remember and honor the sacrifice those Sailors made."

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group, with the embarked 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
is currently operating in the 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility and reports to the Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa,
Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil
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NNS130704-03. USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Lindahl

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled operations in
the region.

While in port, Germantown and the 31st MEU will conduct a bio-security inspection to ensure they are
operating in an environmentally responsible manner and in full accordance with Australian laws. 

The inspection is the second of a two-part inspection that entails full accountability for all food items,



Navy News Service

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNAVYDMA/bulletins/824e29[2013/07/05 21:41:05]

soil, bacteria, plant life and any other organisms that could damage the Australian ecosystem. The first
part of the inspection took place in Okinawa, Japan prior to Germantown's departure.

"The majority of this equipment has been inspected already, a lot of it is already tagged, we have the
documents and paperwork to support it," said Lt. Darrell Morgan, assigned to Naval Beach Unit Seven.

Morgan said the equipment to be inspected will include any Sailor and Marine personal effects as well
as mission essential equipment such as rucksacks, three-day packs and odds and ends that will be
taken out to the field. 

"It's a beautiful country, a beautiful ecosystem, and we want to do our part to preserve their lands,"
said Cdr. Jason R. Leach, Germantown's commanding officer.

The inspection is a precursor to a complex training evolution that combines the Navy and Marine Corps
maritime sea-to-shore capabilities with those of the Australian Navy; a relationship that serves as a
cornerstone of regional stability.

While the visit to Darwin is considered a "working port" due to the bio-security inspection, Sailors and
Marines will still have the opportunity to enjoy some personal time in town and a community service
program with "Life Without Barriers," a national charitable organization for children and young people
with disabilities.

"We obviously have a mission to accomplish, but we always emphasize to the Marines and Sailors the
importance of interacting with people," said Lt. Kyu Lee, Navy chaplain assigned to the 31st MEU. "We
want to provide an opportunity to see different perspectives in life."

Lee said through these opportunities people often realize future dreams. They may have never known
that they have a gift working with the disabled, and it could lead to a great future, he said.

"We always think of community service programs as 'giving', but we actually gain a lot from these
opportunities," said Lee.

Germantown is on patrol with the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and, with the
31st MEU, is currently conducting routine joint-force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm.
Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Germantown, please visit:

www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
www.cpr11.navy.mil
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil 
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NNS130704-02. Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's Liberation Day Parade

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory A. Harden II, USS Momsen Public Affairs

SAIPAN (NNS) -- Sailors and embarked midshipmen of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Momsen (DDG 92) participated in a local parade, July 4, to commemorate Liberation Day in
Saipan.

The island of Saipan celebrates Liberation Day to mark the June 15, 1945, opening of the gates of
Camp Susupe where most of Saipan's residents at that time were interred after the end of World War
II. Saipan used to be a colony of Japan and was the scene of many bloody battles during the Pacific
War.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
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"Freedom is not free," said Vicente C. Camacho, Liberation Day 2013 committee chairman. "Many have
perished to protect a race, a religion, a country, or a nation. In order to instill this sentiment to the
community, we must remind ourselves why we celebrate Liberation Day." 

Liberation Day gave the Sailors and midshipmen a unique opportunity to show their support for the
local communities of Saipan.

"In any existing relationship, the key fundamental to making that relationship stronger is by being
supportive," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Thomas Masanotti. "Sailors of the Momsen are here
today, not only to celebrate Independence Day but to also march alongside of the local people in
Saipan to support the celebration of their Liberation Day."

Even though the weather was not optimal for a parade, the participants marched forward even during
the rain.

"Marching as drops of rain hit my face didn't really bother me after I saw all the love and support that
we were receiving from the local people," said Quartermaster 2nd Class Riley Knox. "The people of
Saipan take a lot of pride in Liberation Day and I felt honored to be a participant in the parade."

Camacho took the opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in making the 2013 Liberation Day
festivities possible.

"I am very grateful that the crew of USS Momsen came to support our celebration today," said
Camacho. "For next year's Liberation Day, I hope to have the chance to invite all branches of the
Armed Forces and showcase them in full gear!"

Momsen is in Saipan for a port visit during a patrol with the George Washington Strike Group in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from Commander Task Force 70, visit www.navy.mil/local/ctf70/. 
-USN-
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NNS130704-01. From 'Wog to Shellback

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrew B. Church

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence Day,
after transiting the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S. 7th Fleet
Area of Responsibility (AOR).

Crossing the equator seems a very routine event in the course of any modern naval vessel. Yet navies
throughout history have celebrated crossing the equator, or the international date line , or this or that
particular line, for centuries. Why is there a ceremony at all?

"Back in the days of wooden ships, Crossing the Line had a fairly serious purpose," said Senior Chief
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Bernard Dizon, organizer of the Crossing the Line ceremony
events. "It was designed to test the novices in the crew to see whether they could endure their first
cruise at sea."

The rich folkloric tradition of the Crossing the Line ceremony, is a tradition that honors sailors for
crossing the equator, heralding from a time long ago when such a feat was a grave undertaking. The
ceremony often involved varied events throughout which Pollywogs (or Wogs for short), the term given
to those who have not crossed the equator before, were put through a series of initiation rites
involving harrowing and often embarrassing tasks, gags, obstacles, physical hardships, and generally
good-humored mischief. After the ceremony and with much pomp, the sailor was inducted into the
"Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep." In other words, they transitioned from Wogs to
Shellbacks.

"I had a blast!" said Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Veronica Cooley, who participated in a Crossing
the Line ceremony last fall. "I was a little nervous at first, because I didn't know what to expect. But it
was a lot of fun, and I felt like I accomplished something special. I'm glad to be a Shellback now."
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Comparatively, the initiation rites in today's modern navies are far less stringent; whereas before the
events of the ceremony were meant to be physically challenging and even painful for new sailors to
accomplish, today those challenges are strictly voluntary and are reduced for health and safety
reasons. The ceremony is now seen more as entertainment, building unit cohesion and a sense of
shared identity, and for morale boosting than anything else. 

"The tradition has carried on, but it's carried out so that it is in line with our Navy Core Values," said
Dizon. "The purpose of the ceremony is to have fun, but it is strictly voluntary and Sailors can leave at
any time. We keep it safe."

The Crossing the Line ceremony still holds to many of the same mythological archetypes as its
historical parentage; figures such as King Neptune, the Royal Court, Royal Scribes, Trusty Shellbacks,
the Royal Baby, Davy Jones, and her Highness Amphitrite often make appearances during the
ceremony. Activities are planned, carried out, and supervised by the Shellbacks and any other non-
participants who volunteer to make sure nothing gets out of hand. When the festivities conclude, the
Slimy Wogs have the right to call themselves Shellbacks.

"Crossing the line isn't just for U.S. Navy Sailors, it's for all mariners," said Master Chief Fire
Controlman Thomas Ward, the most senior Shellback aboard Bonhomme Richard. "Celebrating sailing
over the 0 Parallel [the equator] is a time-honored maritime tradition. No matter how we express that
tradition, it will always be a rare salute of pride to the unique craft of sailing the seas, which we have
the honor of celebrating aboard our fine warship, Bonhomme Richard."

Perhaps the commander of HMS Beagle, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, describes best the value of the Crossing
the Line ceremony in his 1839 book, Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's Ships
Adventure and Beagle between the years 1826 and 1836:
"The disagreeable practice alluded to has been permitted in most ships [...] And though many condemn
it as an absurd and dangerous piece of folly, it has also many advocates. Perhaps it is one of those
amusements, of which the omission might be regretted. Its effect on the minds of those engaged in
preparing for its mummeries, who enjoy it at the time, and talk of it long afterwards, cannot easily be
judged of without being an eye-witness."

The Crossing the Line ceremony is a unique maritime experience, a relic of the epoch of wooden ships
and hardened Sailors daring to venture into the unforgiving environment of the open ocean. The
ceremony, as old as perhaps the very art of sailing, in all its pomp and ridiculous charm and history,
will hopefully remain an equatorial pastime to be treasured by generations of Sailors to come, so that
they too can laugh about a chief they know who's wearing a swab for a wig, holding a makeshift
wooden trident, and speaking magnanimously about Pollywogs and Shellbacks and the "Ancient Order
of the Deep."

"The sea is eternal and sacred, and so are the traditions that accompany it," said Dizon. "As long as
there are imaginary lines by which we travel, we will attach a special significance to crossing over
them, a significance which also bonds the crew of the Bonhomme Richard together."

Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group is currently operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility and reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley,
headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan. 

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil
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NNS130703-46. U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team Charged and Ready for the Goal

By Story by Mass Communications Specialist Third Class (SW/AW) Claire Farin

Navy Public Affairs Support Element West
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SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Twenty members and the coaching staff of the All Armed Forces Soccer Team
departed the United States for the World Military Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, held from July 2-14.

The team, which includes players from the four branches of the military practiced for more than three
weeks to prepare for the tournament. 

"We prepare all year within our branch, and now it is all about training with other services," said
Marine Corps Sgt. Felipe Magallon, a native of Los Angeles. "It came down to one team representing
the United States. We are all part of team USA." 

Magallon added that the team has been working hard to train, and they are looking forward hopefully
earning the world football trophy. 

Different players were meticulously picked out from each branch's soccer team to be part of the final
draft for this year's military cup.

"The team collectively came to its good solid squad," said Air Force Lt. Col. Derrick Weyand, soccer
coach and head coach of the Armed Forces Soccer Team. "They have competed against each other
before, but now it's not all about what branch they are from, it's all about one team with one goal, one
mission."

Weyand also added that he is just amazed at the camaraderie between the players.

"I feel like we have come together as one," said Air Force Capt. Jeremiah Kirschman. "I'm really
impressed at the collaboration between the coaching staff."

"It is very incredible being part of the group," said Hospital Corpsman First Class Eric Campos,
assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). "I cannot be more proud representing the United States."

According to Campos, the players practice three times a day and participate in scrimmages with local
soccer players in the area. 

"The preparation is very difficult, it is both mental and physical," said Army 1st Lt. Andrew Hyres, "It's
a unique opportunity to represent your country."

Sixteen countries will compete during this year's World Military Cup, with Azerbaijan serving as the
host country. The competition is organized by the International Military Sports Council or Conseil
International du Sports Militaire (CISM). 

The aims of CISM are to develop friendly relations between the armed forces of member nations,
promote physical education and sports activities, provide mutual technical assistance, support less
privileged members in the name of friendship and solidarity, contribute towards the balanced and
harmonious development of military personnel and contribute to the international effort for universal
peace.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
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NNS130703-45. Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly known
as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5. 

The ship was acquired by the Philippines from the U.S. under the Department of Defense's Foreign
Military Sales program for 400 million Philippine pesos ($9.26 million), May 22, 2012. 

"The acquisition of the frigate is a part of the long term modernization plan of the armed forces of the
Philippines," said Capt. Ernesto O Baldovino, Ramon Alcaraz's first commanding officer. "This purchase
is mutually beneficial for both governments and shows the sincerity of the U.S. government and the



Navy News Service

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNAVYDMA/bulletins/824e29[2013/07/05 21:41:05]

Philippine government to uphold the provisions of the mutual defense treaty signed between the two
governments."

Ramon Alcaraz is the second Hamilton-class cutter purchased by the Philippines and is expected to
bolster the Philippine navy's capability in protecting their maritime interests. 

"From a tactical standpoint, being a former United States ship, the systems are compatible with those
of the U.S. Navy and will add to our interoperability with the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard," said
Baldovino.

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard are also aboard Ramon Alcaraz to help train members of the
Philippine navy to use the systems onboard, train the Philippine navy in what to expect while serving
aboard the ship and help prepare the crew for working together with the Coast Guard and the Navy on
future missions.

"We were brought here to advise and assist the Philippine Navy on how to use the systems that the
ship employs," said Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class Derin Perez. "It's important that we conduct
this kind of cross-training with them so that they are better able to understand how we're used to
operating, so when we team up to do operations together we can all be on the same page."

The ship was named after the deceased Commodore of the Philippine Fleet, Ramon A. Alcaraz. Alcaraz
was awarded the Silver Star for shooting down three low-flying Japanese planes during World War II.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-40. Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore

By Melinda Larson, NAS Lemoore Public Affairs

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE, Calif. (NNS) -- Vice Adm. David H. Buss, Commander, Naval Air
Forces, commended Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Fleet Sailors for their hard work and vowed to ensure
they have clear career paths during a visit to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore July 1-2. 

The Navy's "Air Boss," conducted all-hands calls for nearly 1,500 Sailors from Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific Fleet including Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and CVW 9. 

"This was a high priority trip for me to walk a mile in your shoes and see what life is like for you at
Naval Air Station Lemoore," Buss said to CVW 2 Sailors. "It's important for me to get out there and
talk to you about your perspective. I want to make sure you have the parts and support you need to
take the fight forward to the bad guys." 

With a move towards Hornet and Super Hornet community detailing, the Air Boss told both CVW
Sailors that people are his first priority. 

"I want to create a very clear career path for you all so you can continue to move up the ranks," Buss
said. "That means the right people, with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time." 

Buss' visit coincided with the 40th anniversary of the all-volunteer force. Buss noted this year's
Independence Day has a special meaning to him and others in uniform. 

"This Fourth of July is a special holiday for those of us who wear the cloth of our nation. You all have
answered the call, day in and day out. You have volunteered to serve. You have my commitment; I
will do the right thing for you," Buss said. 

CVW 9 Sailors returned in April following an eight-month deployment aboard the USS John C. Stennis
(CVN 74) to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. As a former commanding officer of the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the Air Boss said he has a special place in his heart for the ship and the
CVW 9 Sailors who served 15 months completing two deployments within a two-year period. 

"You made extraordinary sacrifices and commitments during both of Stennis' deployments. I hope
you're as proud of your accomplishments as I am," Buss said. 
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The thanks and compliments from the Air Boss resonated with one Sailor who returned from John C.
Stennis' most recent deployment.

"I'm glad he came to visit and let us know he's behind us. It's good to know he really does have our
backs and appreciates us," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Shanell Harrison of Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 97. 

Part of the Air Boss' visit included an up-close look at F/A-18 jets assigned to the fleet replacement
squadron, VFA 122. Under the wing of a Super Hornet, the Air Boss was briefed on how the squadron
is creating "super technicians" who can work on a variety of aircraft components. The theory is it is
enabling Sailors to better understand an airframe as a weapons system. 

"This is an important site picture. I wanted to have eyes on target, to walk the flight line and
appreciate the challenges," Buss said as he toured the ramp and hangar spaces. 

For one mid-level Sailor, it was a career first to be commended for his work by a three-star admiral.

"This was my first time to meet an admiral in my nine years of service. He took his hat off to us for
our work and that acknowledgement means a lot," said Aviation Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Ryan
Conner. 

Buss became Naval Aviation's sixth "Air Boss" in October 2012. Naval Air Forces' mission is to man,
train equip and maintain a Naval Air Force that is immediately employable, forward deployed and
engaged.

NNS130705-04. Current All Hands Update

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute newscast
and three one-minute newscast.

Two-minute newscast-
- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608 
http://youtu.be/zbgYgHHihNQ 

First One-minute newscast-
- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors Reminded
to Celebrate July 4th Safely
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609 
http://youtu.be/9Bkbz6nUCEU 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610 
http://youtu.be/zzBLqVC5S_M 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611 
http://youtu.be/HV_2Us6OwrU 

Defense Media Activity - Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU)newscasts each day - one
two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day and
evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS)satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of the fleet
and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for air times.
AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Service
(AFRTS).
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS020702-07. This Day in Naval History - July 05

From the Navy News Service

1814 - Sloop-of-war Peacock captures British Stranger, Venus, Adiona and Fortitude.
1815 - Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron arrives at Tripoli to collect reparations for seizure of
American merchant ships in violation of Treaty of 1805.

For more information on naval history, visit the Naval Historical Center Web site at
www.history.navy.mil.
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

Navy News Service is the official news wire service of the U.S. Navy, containing stories recently posted
to the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. It is a product of the Defense Media Navy - 6700 Taylor Rd.,
Fort Meade, MD 20755. Reprints should be credited to the Navy News Service (NNS).

For the latest in Navy news from around the fleet, visit www.navy.mil. 

For all Navy-related questions, review the FAQs posted at www.navy.mil or visit www.history.navy.mil. 

Media queries should be directed to the Navy News Desk at (703) 697-5342.
-USN-
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Philippine Navy Prepares to Get
Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship
Underway
Story Number: NNS130703-45 Release Date: 7/3/2013 7:03:00 PM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly
known as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5. 

The ship was acquired by the Philippines from the U.S. under the Department of Defense's
Foreign Military Sales program for 400 million Philippine pesos ($9.26 million), May 22, 2012. 

"The acquisition of the frigate is a part of the long term modernization plan of the armed forces of
the Philippines," said Capt. Ernesto O Baldovino, Ramon Alcaraz's first commanding officer. "This
purchase is mutually beneficial for both governments and shows the sincerity of the U.S.
government and the Philippine government to uphold the provisions of the mutual defense treaty
signed between the two governments."

Ramon Alcaraz is the second Hamilton-class cutter purchased by the Philippines and is expected
to bolster the Philippine navy's capability in protecting their maritime interests. 

"From a tactical standpoint, being a former United States ship, the systems are compatible with
those of the U.S. Navy and will add to our interoperability with the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard,"
said Baldovino.

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard are also aboard Ramon Alcaraz to help train members of the
Philippine navy to use the systems onboard, train the Philippine navy in what to expect while
serving aboard the ship and help prepare the crew for working together with the Coast Guard and
the Navy on future missions.

"We were brought here to advise and assist the Philippine Navy on how to use the systems that
the ship employs," said Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class Derin Perez. "It's important that we
conduct this kind of cross-training with them so that they are better able to understand how
we're used to operating, so when we team up to do operations together we can all be on the
same page."

The ship was named after the deceased Commodore of the Philippine Fleet, Ramon A. Alcaraz.
Alcaraz was awarded the Silver Star for shooting down three low-flying Japanese planes during
World War II.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/.
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Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter
Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore
Story Number: NNS130703-40 Release Date: 7/3/2013 6:57:00 PM

By Melinda Larson, NAS Lemoore Public Affairs

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE, Calif. (NNS) -- Vice Adm. David H. Buss, Commander, Naval Air
Forces, commended Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Fleet Sailors for their hard work and vowed to
ensure they have clear career paths during a visit to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore July 1-2. 

The Navy's "Air Boss," conducted all-hands calls for nearly 1,500 Sailors from Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific Fleet including Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and CVW 9. 

"This was a high priority trip for me to walk a mile in your shoes and see what life is like for you
at Naval Air Station Lemoore," Buss said to CVW 2 Sailors. "It's important for me to get out there
and talk to you about your perspective. I want to make sure you have the parts and support you
need to take the fight forward to the bad guys." 

With a move towards Hornet and Super Hornet community detailing, the Air Boss told both CVW
Sailors that people are his first priority. 

"I want to create a very clear career path for you all so you can continue to move up the ranks,"
Buss said. "That means the right people, with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time."

Buss' visit coincided with the 40th anniversary of the all-volunteer force. Buss noted this year's
Independence Day has a special meaning to him and others in uniform. 

"This Fourth of July is a special holiday for those of us who wear the cloth of our nation. You all
have answered the call, day in and day out. You have volunteered to serve. You have my
commitment; I will do the right thing for you," Buss said. 

CVW 9 Sailors returned in April following an eight-month deployment aboard the USS John C.
Stennis (CVN 74) to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. As a former commanding
officer of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the Air Boss said he has a special place in his heart for
the ship and the CVW 9 Sailors who served 15 months completing two deployments within a two-
year period. 

"You made extraordinary sacrifices and commitments during both of Stennis' deployments. I hope
you're as proud of your accomplishments as I am," Buss said. 
The thanks and compliments from the Air Boss resonated with one Sailor who returned from John
C. Stennis' most recent deployment.

"I'm glad he came to visit and let us know he's behind us. It's good to know he really does have
our backs and appreciates us," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Shanell Harrison of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 97. 

Part of the Air Boss' visit included an up-close look at F/A-18 jets assigned to the fleet
replacement squadron, VFA 122. Under the wing of a Super Hornet, the Air Boss was briefed on
how the squadron is creating "super technicians" who can work on a variety of aircraft
components. The theory is it is enabling Sailors to better understand an airframe as a weapons
system. 

"This is an important site picture. I wanted to have eyes on target, to walk the flight line and
appreciate the challenges," Buss said as he toured the ramp and hangar spaces. 

For one mid-level Sailor, it was a career first to be commended for his work by a three-star
admiral.

"This was my first time to meet an admiral in my nine years of service. He took his hat off to us
for our work and that acknowledgement means a lot," said Aviation Electrician's Mate 2nd Class
Ryan Conner. 

Buss became Naval Aviation's sixth "Air Boss" in October 2012. Naval Air Forces' mission is to
man, train equip and maintain a Naval Air Force that is immediately employable, forward
deployed and engaged.
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Current All Hands Update
Story Number: NNS130705-04 Release Date: 7/5/2013 6:28:00 AM

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute
newscast and three one-minute newscast.

Two-minute newscast-
- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608 
http://youtu.be/zbgYgHHihNQ 

First One-minute newscast-
- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors
Reminded to Celebrate July 4th Safely
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609 
http://youtu.be/9Bkbz6nUCEU 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610 
http://youtu.be/zzBLqVC5S_M 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611 
http://youtu.be/HV_2Us6OwrU 

Defense Media Activity - Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU)newscasts each day -
one two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day
and evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS)satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of
the fleet and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for
air times. AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and
Television Service (AFRTS).
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This Day in Naval History - July 05
Story Number: NNS020702-07 Release Date: 7/2/2002 10:45:00 AM

From the Navy News Service

1814 - Sloop-of-war Peacock captures British Stranger, Venus, Adiona and Fortitude.
1815 - Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron arrives at Tripoli to collect reparations for seizure
of American merchant ships in violation of Treaty of 1805.

For more information on naval history, visit the Naval Historical Center Web site at
www.history.navy.mil.

Comment submission for this story is now closed.
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 130703-N-XQ474-132 NORFOLK (July 3, 2013) Sailors
man the rails on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) as the ship arrives at
Naval Station Norfolk. The Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier
Strike Group is returning to homeport at Norfolk after
operating in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of
responsibility supporting Operation Enduring Freedom and
conducting maritime security operations and theater
security cooperation efforts. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist Andrew Schneider/Released)
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NNS130705-02. GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration on 4th of July

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ricardo Guzman

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Sailors aboard the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George
Washington (CVN 73) took a short pause from daily operations to take part in a patriotic Independence
Day ceremony and to celebrate the ship's 21st anniversary, July 4. 

On July 4, 1992, 216 years after America declared it's independence from the British, the fourth ship to
bear the name of America's first president was commissioned in front of 22,000 people in Norfolk.

"I'm very glad to be here celebrating the 4th of July," said Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery, commander,
Battle Force Seventh Fleet. "I was present at George Washington's commissioning ceremony and 21
years later, I'm here celebrating it with the crew." 

The ceremony began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by an invocation, speeches by
command leadership, a video presentation and a cake cutting.

During the ceremony, nothing resonated more than Montgomery's own experience during the
commissioning ceremony and the impact it had on him.

"I was on board USS Bainbridge (DLGN 256) 21 years ago and we were the backdrop for the George
Washington commissioning," said Montgomery. "I couldn't have imagined that I would be here 21
years later and to celebrate both George Washington's and our country's birthday. It's fitting to be
here today at-sea on the ships because it reminds us of the importance the Navy plays defending our
country, deterring our adversaries and ensuring the freedom of the sea." 

The ceremony gave a chance for Sailors to take time out of their busy schedule to celebrate the 4th of
July and reflect on the nation and its history.

"I enjoyed the ceremony because it reminded me of home," said Machinist Mate 2nd Class Thomas
Hill, from George Washington's engineering department. "This is the first 4th of July that I haven't
been home. I left for boot camp two days after the fourth and to be able to come out here, take a
break and see this presentation, really reminds me of why I'm here." 

Whether in-port or underway, George Washington takes time to celebrate the 4th of July and
remember the heritage of their service and honor the patriots that made U.S. independence possible.

"It's a moment to remind us why we serve our country; what's exceptional about the U.S. and it's
Navy," said Montgomery. "It's a good thing to be with the Sailors that epitomize the opportunity that
the United States offers when you're celebrating your country and the independence it represents."

George Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready force
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that protects and defends the collective maritime interest of the U.S. and its allies and partners in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from USS George Washington (CVN 73), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130705-01. 7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit to Darwin 

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Karsten

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an event-filled six day port
visit in Darwin, Australia, with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) July
4.

The celebration was two-fold, celebrating Australia's Territory Day on July 1, as well as America's
Independence Day on July 4 to conclude a successful week-long port visit to Australia's Northern
Territory capital filled with community service projects, military to military interactions, band
performances and sporting events. 

The port visit also allowed for integrated planning of the upcoming Talisman Saber 2013 exercise to be
held off the coast of Australia later this month.

Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th Fleet and Capt Will Pennington, commanding officer of
the Blue Ridge also attended a flag raising ceremony celebrating Territory Day on July 1, marking the
commencement of Self Government in the Territory in 1978. The event was hosted by Chief
Administrator for the Northern Territory Sally Thomas and The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Darwin
Ms. Katrina Fong Lim. The ceremony also served as a naturalization ceremony for dozens of new
Australian citizens. 

"It was fantastic to have the 7th fleet here; everyone loves it," added Mayor Lim. "People are really
happy to see the ship and see the Sailors and Marines around the city enjoying themselves and our
fantastic city."

The city of Darwin was full of festivities for Territory Day and over 1000 Sailors and Marines were able
to enjoy the day with our Australian hosts. The day ended with a large fireworks display over Darwin's
popular Mindil Beach. 

"These types of celebrations are really important for cross country communication and bonding," said
Mayor Lim. "4th of July I know is very important for Americans and its really interesting that we
celebrate our 1st of July Territory Day with a massive display of fireworks; hopefully that made you
feel not so much homesick."

2013 mark's the 70th Anniversary of the founding of 7th Fleet in Brisbane Australia, celebrated during
a July 4th Celebration on board Blue Ridge. Vice Adm. Swift hosted honored guests Jeffrey Bleich, U.S.
Ambassador to Australia, Peter Styles, Australian Minister of Infrastructure, and Brigadier General John
Frewen, Commander, Australian Army First Brigade. Mayor Lim was also in attendance. 

"We have had a very successful engagement here with both the local and state level government,"
said Australian Lt. Cmdr. Matt Dunn, Theater Security Cooperation officer and Australian liaison officer
for the 7th Fleet. "I think the crew has enjoyed their time in Darwin and our time on Blue Ridge has
been very welcoming," 

Dunn has been stationed on Blue Ridge for one and a half years and helped coordinate the week's
events as well as the upcoming joint exercise Talisman Saber 2013 (TS13). Planning for TS13 is
underway and is jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and Australian Defence Force
Headquarters Joint Operations Command scheduled to occur in July/August 2013.

Blue Ridge and embarked 7th Fleet staff are currently on patrol operating forward while building
maritime partnerships and conducting security and stability operations.

For more news from Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/c7f/. 
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS130704-08. VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts Airborne Change of Command

By Lt. Paul Dixon, Nimitz Strike Group Public Affairs

USS NIMITZ, At Sea (NNS) -- The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154 conducted an
airborne change of command ceremony in the skies above the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) on
July 4 in the Arabian Gulf. 

Cmdr. John "Cosmo" DePree from Mt. Shasta, Calif., relieved Cmdr. James "Cruiser" Christie from
Vancouver, Wash., as commanding officer of the "Black Knights." Rear Adm. Michael White,
commander of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Eleven, and Capt. Kevin Mannix, commander of Carrier Air
Wing (CVW) Eleven, presided over the transfer of command.

Christie, a native of Vancouver, Wash., led the "Black Knights" as they transitioned to their new home
with CVW-11 aboard Nimitz. Under Christie's guidance, the squadron excelled tactically, earning the
coveted "Boola Boola" award in January, awarded for proficiency in air-to-air missile employment.
During his career, Christie has accumulated more than 700 arrested landings and 2,500 flight hours in
the F/A-18A-F.

"The 'Black Knight' team is an amazing organization of talented individuals who have bonded through
work-ups and deployment like no other squadron I've seen. It has been my most treasured privilege to
command VFA-154 because I've been afforded the opportunity to work closely alongside these
remarkable Sailors," said Christie, adding, "I have no doubt Commander DePree will lead the "Black
Knights" to even greater achievements, and I look forward to reading about their continued success in
the future." 

DePree, a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, began his career with the Fighter Squadron (VF)
102 "Diamondbacks" and deployed immediately following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. During this tour in Afghanistan, DePree was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross with Combat "V," the distinguishing device for actions against enemy forces. His other
previous assignments include tours with the "Flying Eagles" of VFA-122, the Strike Fighter Tactics
Instructor course (TOPGUN), the "Bounty Hunters" of VFA-2, and the "Black Aces" of VFA-41. 

"I am extremely humbled and proud to have the opportunity to continue the tradition of excellence set
forth by all current and previous 'Black Knights' in the service to our great country. It is a rare
privilege and honor to lead our nation's finest men and women into harm's way," said DePree. "To
departing Skipper Christie, a final farewell: You are a genuine American patriot, a champion of your
people, and above all - a true friend. Farewell and following seas, Cruiser."

VFA-154 is currently embarked with CVW-11 on board Nimitz and deployed with the Nimitz Strike
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations, theater
security cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

For more news from USS Nimitz (CVN 68), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn68/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-07. USS Constitution Celebrates Independence Day with Underway, Naturalization
Ceremony

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Peter D. Melkus

BOSTON (July 4, 2013) (NNS) -- USS Constitution got underway in Boston Harbor to kick-off the city's
celebration of America's 237th birthday, followed by a naturalization ceremony where 26 new American
citizens were administered the Oath of Allegiance July 4.

Approximately 500 guests accompanied the 215-year-old Constitution on its second scheduled
underway of 2013, including 150 winners of Constitution's annual Fourth of July public lottery drawing.

"This is one of those moments of a lifetime that most people never get to experience, but it was an
amazing moment for me to board (Constitution) and be on the ship while underway," said Susan
Palmer, a turnaround cruise guest and distant relative of Capt. William Bainbridge, one of Constitution's
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commanding officers during the War of 1812. "This is just a magical day for me, and I'm so thankful
to have the chance to be here aboard a true piece of American history."

Old Ironsides' three-hour tour of the harbor began at 11 a.m. and was highlighted with the firing of
two gun salutes from two of the ship's long guns. The first was a 21-gun salute which occurred at
noon near Fort Independence on Castle Island in honor of the United States. After the completion of
the salute aboard Constitution, cannons stationed at Fort Independence then replied with a 21-gun
salute of their own. 

Constitution's second salute, in honor of the city of Boston, was a 17-gun salute performed while
passing U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, the former site of the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Old
Ironsides was launched on Oct. 21, 1797. The shots honored the 16 states that comprised America at
the time of Constitution's launch and one in honor of the ship itself. Constitution then returned to its
berth at pier one in Charlestown Navy Yard at approximately 2 p.m.

"It was a remarkable underway - I don't think you could ask for a better day to celebrate our Nation's
independence in Boston," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "To be
aboard Constitution with 500 other people all celebrating the birth of our Nation is just an amazing
feeling - you can really feel the patriotism running through everyone here."

The July 4 underway also marked the final harbor cruise at the helm of Old Ironsides for Bonner, who
is scheduled to transfer command of America's Ship of State to Cmdr. Sean Kearns on July 26.

"It's been a fantastic tour," said Bonner. "I tell people this is the most personally and professionally
rewarding experience I've ever had. Constitution has become a part of me, and though I'm saddened
to be turning her over, I know Cmdr. Kearns will continue to build upon the legacy built by my
predecessors over the past two centuries."

After the conclusion of the underway, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) hosted a
naturalization ceremony aboard Constitution. 26 candidates for U.S. citizenship were presented to the
United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, listened to a pre-recorded message from
President Barack Obama, and were then administered the Oath of Allegiance by the Honorable William
G. Young, United States District Judge.

The 26 citizenship candidates originated from the following 18 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Cape Verde, Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, Morocco,
People's Republic of China, Thailand, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

One of the candidates was Jodi Linney, Constitution's command ombudsman and wife of Constitution
Sailor Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Kevin Linney. Linney, originally from Canada, has been married to
her husband Kevin since 2009 and said that she had to keep putting off becoming a U.S. citizen for
various reasons until the opportunity to be sworn-in as an American citizen aboard Constitution
presented itself.

"It's basically been a dream come true - I couldn't have asked for any better time or place for this
event to have occurred in my life," said Linney. "(The ceremony) couldn't have been any more patriotic
- I feel like my life has fully changed and I'm so excited about that change and to be able to fully
support my husband and understand what he's fighting for every day." 

USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, actively defended sea lanes against
global threats from 1797 to 1855. Now a featured attraction on Boston's Freedom Trail, Constitution
and her crew of U.S. Navy Sailors offer community outreach and education about the ship's history to
more than 500,000 visitors each year.

For more news and information on USS Constitution, visit: www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-04. Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Edward Guttierrez III
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CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6)
transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July 4.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought between Japan and Allied forces from the United States and
Australia, May 4-8, 1942. 

It is now considered by many Australians as the battle that saved Australia, as the Imperial Japanese
Navy was pressing to invade and occupy Port Moresby in New Guinea. The battle was also the first
engagement in Naval history in which the participating ships never sighted or fired directly at each
other. Instead, manned aircraft were used as offensive artillery. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea arrested the Japanese advance and kept supply and communication lines
open between the U.S. and Australia, which led to a strategic victory for the Allied forces by reducing
the number of Imperial aircraft carriers and aircraft available for the Japanese invasion of Midway
Island. For the first time in history an Imperial Japanese naval invasion force was turned away without
completing its objective, greatly increasing morale among the Allies after six months of defeats by the
Japanese in the Pacific Theater.

For Lt. Nicholas Inns, Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11, transiting the
Coral Sea brought the opportunity to reflect on the past in a variety of ways.

"This area and this ship remind me of the tradition of honor, excellence, and sacrifice that I am a part
of," said Inns. "The name USS Bonhomme Richard has been an integral part of the U.S. Navy for more
than two hundred years. To be aboard a ship so firmly rooted in naval history in an area where nearly
every sea or island was the site of a past battle is an honor and a privilege."

While Bonhomme Richard Sailors and Marines celebrated the nation's birthday with a Steel Beach
picnic on the ship's flight deck, eight warships and two aircraft carriers, sunk during the Battle of Coral
Sea, lay beneath them on the ocean floor. Now, more than 70 years later, the oral history of that
battle, and many others that took place during World War II, is seldom spoken of any longer. 

"It is easy to forget things that happened a long time ago," said Inns. "It is even easier to forget
things that happened a long time ago in a distant place far-removed from the sight of average
Americans. The Battle of the Coral Sea occurred in a place few Americans could place on a map and
even fewer will ever travel to. We have the privilege to pass near that place, and we have a duty to
remember and honor the sacrifice those Sailors made."

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group, with the embarked 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
is currently operating in the 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility and reports to the Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa,
Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-03. USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Lindahl

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled operations in
the region.

While in port, Germantown and the 31st MEU will conduct a bio-security inspection to ensure they are
operating in an environmentally responsible manner and in full accordance with Australian laws. 

The inspection is the second of a two-part inspection that entails full accountability for all food items,
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soil, bacteria, plant life and any other organisms that could damage the Australian ecosystem. The first
part of the inspection took place in Okinawa, Japan prior to Germantown's departure.

"The majority of this equipment has been inspected already, a lot of it is already tagged, we have the
documents and paperwork to support it," said Lt. Darrell Morgan, assigned to Naval Beach Unit Seven.

Morgan said the equipment to be inspected will include any Sailor and Marine personal effects as well
as mission essential equipment such as rucksacks, three-day packs and odds and ends that will be
taken out to the field. 

"It's a beautiful country, a beautiful ecosystem, and we want to do our part to preserve their lands,"
said Cdr. Jason R. Leach, Germantown's commanding officer.

The inspection is a precursor to a complex training evolution that combines the Navy and Marine Corps
maritime sea-to-shore capabilities with those of the Australian Navy; a relationship that serves as a
cornerstone of regional stability.

While the visit to Darwin is considered a "working port" due to the bio-security inspection, Sailors and
Marines will still have the opportunity to enjoy some personal time in town and a community service
program with "Life Without Barriers," a national charitable organization for children and young people
with disabilities.

"We obviously have a mission to accomplish, but we always emphasize to the Marines and Sailors the
importance of interacting with people," said Lt. Kyu Lee, Navy chaplain assigned to the 31st MEU. "We
want to provide an opportunity to see different perspectives in life."

Lee said through these opportunities people often realize future dreams. They may have never known
that they have a gift working with the disabled, and it could lead to a great future, he said.

"We always think of community service programs as 'giving', but we actually gain a lot from these
opportunities," said Lee.

Germantown is on patrol with the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and, with the
31st MEU, is currently conducting routine joint-force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm.
Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Germantown, please visit:

www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
www.cpr11.navy.mil
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil 
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NNS130704-02. Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's Liberation Day Parade

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory A. Harden II, USS Momsen Public Affairs

SAIPAN (NNS) -- Sailors and embarked midshipmen of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Momsen (DDG 92) participated in a local parade, July 4, to commemorate Liberation Day in
Saipan.

The island of Saipan celebrates Liberation Day to mark the June 15, 1945, opening of the gates of
Camp Susupe where most of Saipan's residents at that time were interred after the end of World War
II. Saipan used to be a colony of Japan and was the scene of many bloody battles during the Pacific
War.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
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"Freedom is not free," said Vicente C. Camacho, Liberation Day 2013 committee chairman. "Many have
perished to protect a race, a religion, a country, or a nation. In order to instill this sentiment to the
community, we must remind ourselves why we celebrate Liberation Day." 

Liberation Day gave the Sailors and midshipmen a unique opportunity to show their support for the
local communities of Saipan.

"In any existing relationship, the key fundamental to making that relationship stronger is by being
supportive," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Thomas Masanotti. "Sailors of the Momsen are here
today, not only to celebrate Independence Day but to also march alongside of the local people in
Saipan to support the celebration of their Liberation Day."

Even though the weather was not optimal for a parade, the participants marched forward even during
the rain.

"Marching as drops of rain hit my face didn't really bother me after I saw all the love and support that
we were receiving from the local people," said Quartermaster 2nd Class Riley Knox. "The people of
Saipan take a lot of pride in Liberation Day and I felt honored to be a participant in the parade."

Camacho took the opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in making the 2013 Liberation Day
festivities possible.

"I am very grateful that the crew of USS Momsen came to support our celebration today," said
Camacho. "For next year's Liberation Day, I hope to have the chance to invite all branches of the
Armed Forces and showcase them in full gear!"

Momsen is in Saipan for a port visit during a patrol with the George Washington Strike Group in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from Commander Task Force 70, visit www.navy.mil/local/ctf70/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-01. From 'Wog to Shellback

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrew B. Church

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence Day,
after transiting the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S. 7th Fleet
Area of Responsibility (AOR).

Crossing the equator seems a very routine event in the course of any modern naval vessel. Yet navies
throughout history have celebrated crossing the equator, or the international date line , or this or that
particular line, for centuries. Why is there a ceremony at all?

"Back in the days of wooden ships, Crossing the Line had a fairly serious purpose," said Senior Chief
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Bernard Dizon, organizer of the Crossing the Line ceremony
events. "It was designed to test the novices in the crew to see whether they could endure their first
cruise at sea."

The rich folkloric tradition of the Crossing the Line ceremony, is a tradition that honors sailors for
crossing the equator, heralding from a time long ago when such a feat was a grave undertaking. The
ceremony often involved varied events throughout which Pollywogs (or Wogs for short), the term given
to those who have not crossed the equator before, were put through a series of initiation rites
involving harrowing and often embarrassing tasks, gags, obstacles, physical hardships, and generally
good-humored mischief. After the ceremony and with much pomp, the sailor was inducted into the
"Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep." In other words, they transitioned from Wogs to
Shellbacks.

"I had a blast!" said Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Veronica Cooley, who participated in a Crossing
the Line ceremony last fall. "I was a little nervous at first, because I didn't know what to expect. But it
was a lot of fun, and I felt like I accomplished something special. I'm glad to be a Shellback now."
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Comparatively, the initiation rites in today's modern navies are far less stringent; whereas before the
events of the ceremony were meant to be physically challenging and even painful for new sailors to
accomplish, today those challenges are strictly voluntary and are reduced for health and safety
reasons. The ceremony is now seen more as entertainment, building unit cohesion and a sense of
shared identity, and for morale boosting than anything else. 

"The tradition has carried on, but it's carried out so that it is in line with our Navy Core Values," said
Dizon. "The purpose of the ceremony is to have fun, but it is strictly voluntary and Sailors can leave at
any time. We keep it safe."

The Crossing the Line ceremony still holds to many of the same mythological archetypes as its
historical parentage; figures such as King Neptune, the Royal Court, Royal Scribes, Trusty Shellbacks,
the Royal Baby, Davy Jones, and her Highness Amphitrite often make appearances during the
ceremony. Activities are planned, carried out, and supervised by the Shellbacks and any other non-
participants who volunteer to make sure nothing gets out of hand. When the festivities conclude, the
Slimy Wogs have the right to call themselves Shellbacks.

"Crossing the line isn't just for U.S. Navy Sailors, it's for all mariners," said Master Chief Fire
Controlman Thomas Ward, the most senior Shellback aboard Bonhomme Richard. "Celebrating sailing
over the 0 Parallel [the equator] is a time-honored maritime tradition. No matter how we express that
tradition, it will always be a rare salute of pride to the unique craft of sailing the seas, which we have
the honor of celebrating aboard our fine warship, Bonhomme Richard."

Perhaps the commander of HMS Beagle, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, describes best the value of the Crossing
the Line ceremony in his 1839 book, Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's Ships
Adventure and Beagle between the years 1826 and 1836:
"The disagreeable practice alluded to has been permitted in most ships [...] And though many condemn
it as an absurd and dangerous piece of folly, it has also many advocates. Perhaps it is one of those
amusements, of which the omission might be regretted. Its effect on the minds of those engaged in
preparing for its mummeries, who enjoy it at the time, and talk of it long afterwards, cannot easily be
judged of without being an eye-witness."

The Crossing the Line ceremony is a unique maritime experience, a relic of the epoch of wooden ships
and hardened Sailors daring to venture into the unforgiving environment of the open ocean. The
ceremony, as old as perhaps the very art of sailing, in all its pomp and ridiculous charm and history,
will hopefully remain an equatorial pastime to be treasured by generations of Sailors to come, so that
they too can laugh about a chief they know who's wearing a swab for a wig, holding a makeshift
wooden trident, and speaking magnanimously about Pollywogs and Shellbacks and the "Ancient Order
of the Deep."

"The sea is eternal and sacred, and so are the traditions that accompany it," said Dizon. "As long as
there are imaginary lines by which we travel, we will attach a special significance to crossing over
them, a significance which also bonds the crew of the Bonhomme Richard together."

Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group is currently operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility and reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley,
headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan. 

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-46. U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team Charged and Ready for the Goal

By Story by Mass Communications Specialist Third Class (SW/AW) Claire Farin

Navy Public Affairs Support Element West
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SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Twenty members and the coaching staff of the All Armed Forces Soccer Team
departed the United States for the World Military Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, held from July 2-14.

The team, which includes players from the four branches of the military practiced for more than three
weeks to prepare for the tournament. 

"We prepare all year within our branch, and now it is all about training with other services," said
Marine Corps Sgt. Felipe Magallon, a native of Los Angeles. "It came down to one team representing
the United States. We are all part of team USA." 

Magallon added that the team has been working hard to train, and they are looking forward hopefully
earning the world football trophy. 

Different players were meticulously picked out from each branch's soccer team to be part of the final
draft for this year's military cup.

"The team collectively came to its good solid squad," said Air Force Lt. Col. Derrick Weyand, soccer
coach and head coach of the Armed Forces Soccer Team. "They have competed against each other
before, but now it's not all about what branch they are from, it's all about one team with one goal, one
mission."

Weyand also added that he is just amazed at the camaraderie between the players.

"I feel like we have come together as one," said Air Force Capt. Jeremiah Kirschman. "I'm really
impressed at the collaboration between the coaching staff."

"It is very incredible being part of the group," said Hospital Corpsman First Class Eric Campos,
assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). "I cannot be more proud representing the United States."

According to Campos, the players practice three times a day and participate in scrimmages with local
soccer players in the area. 

"The preparation is very difficult, it is both mental and physical," said Army 1st Lt. Andrew Hyres, "It's
a unique opportunity to represent your country."

Sixteen countries will compete during this year's World Military Cup, with Azerbaijan serving as the
host country. The competition is organized by the International Military Sports Council or Conseil
International du Sports Militaire (CISM). 

The aims of CISM are to develop friendly relations between the armed forces of member nations,
promote physical education and sports activities, provide mutual technical assistance, support less
privileged members in the name of friendship and solidarity, contribute towards the balanced and
harmonious development of military personnel and contribute to the international effort for universal
peace.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-45. Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly known
as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5. 

The ship was acquired by the Philippines from the U.S. under the Department of Defense's Foreign
Military Sales program for 400 million Philippine pesos ($9.26 million), May 22, 2012. 

"The acquisition of the frigate is a part of the long term modernization plan of the armed forces of the
Philippines," said Capt. Ernesto O Baldovino, Ramon Alcaraz's first commanding officer. "This purchase
is mutually beneficial for both governments and shows the sincerity of the U.S. government and the



Navy News Service

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNAVYDMA/bulletins/824e29[2013/07/05 21:44:07]

Philippine government to uphold the provisions of the mutual defense treaty signed between the two
governments."

Ramon Alcaraz is the second Hamilton-class cutter purchased by the Philippines and is expected to
bolster the Philippine navy's capability in protecting their maritime interests. 

"From a tactical standpoint, being a former United States ship, the systems are compatible with those
of the U.S. Navy and will add to our interoperability with the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard," said
Baldovino.

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard are also aboard Ramon Alcaraz to help train members of the
Philippine navy to use the systems onboard, train the Philippine navy in what to expect while serving
aboard the ship and help prepare the crew for working together with the Coast Guard and the Navy on
future missions.

"We were brought here to advise and assist the Philippine Navy on how to use the systems that the
ship employs," said Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class Derin Perez. "It's important that we conduct
this kind of cross-training with them so that they are better able to understand how we're used to
operating, so when we team up to do operations together we can all be on the same page."

The ship was named after the deceased Commodore of the Philippine Fleet, Ramon A. Alcaraz. Alcaraz
was awarded the Silver Star for shooting down three low-flying Japanese planes during World War II.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-40. Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore

By Melinda Larson, NAS Lemoore Public Affairs

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE, Calif. (NNS) -- Vice Adm. David H. Buss, Commander, Naval Air
Forces, commended Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Fleet Sailors for their hard work and vowed to ensure
they have clear career paths during a visit to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore July 1-2. 

The Navy's "Air Boss," conducted all-hands calls for nearly 1,500 Sailors from Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific Fleet including Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and CVW 9. 

"This was a high priority trip for me to walk a mile in your shoes and see what life is like for you at
Naval Air Station Lemoore," Buss said to CVW 2 Sailors. "It's important for me to get out there and
talk to you about your perspective. I want to make sure you have the parts and support you need to
take the fight forward to the bad guys." 

With a move towards Hornet and Super Hornet community detailing, the Air Boss told both CVW
Sailors that people are his first priority. 

"I want to create a very clear career path for you all so you can continue to move up the ranks," Buss
said. "That means the right people, with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time." 

Buss' visit coincided with the 40th anniversary of the all-volunteer force. Buss noted this year's
Independence Day has a special meaning to him and others in uniform. 

"This Fourth of July is a special holiday for those of us who wear the cloth of our nation. You all have
answered the call, day in and day out. You have volunteered to serve. You have my commitment; I
will do the right thing for you," Buss said. 

CVW 9 Sailors returned in April following an eight-month deployment aboard the USS John C. Stennis
(CVN 74) to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. As a former commanding officer of the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the Air Boss said he has a special place in his heart for the ship and the
CVW 9 Sailors who served 15 months completing two deployments within a two-year period. 

"You made extraordinary sacrifices and commitments during both of Stennis' deployments. I hope
you're as proud of your accomplishments as I am," Buss said. 
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The thanks and compliments from the Air Boss resonated with one Sailor who returned from John C.
Stennis' most recent deployment.

"I'm glad he came to visit and let us know he's behind us. It's good to know he really does have our
backs and appreciates us," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Shanell Harrison of Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 97. 

Part of the Air Boss' visit included an up-close look at F/A-18 jets assigned to the fleet replacement
squadron, VFA 122. Under the wing of a Super Hornet, the Air Boss was briefed on how the squadron
is creating "super technicians" who can work on a variety of aircraft components. The theory is it is
enabling Sailors to better understand an airframe as a weapons system. 

"This is an important site picture. I wanted to have eyes on target, to walk the flight line and
appreciate the challenges," Buss said as he toured the ramp and hangar spaces. 

For one mid-level Sailor, it was a career first to be commended for his work by a three-star admiral.

"This was my first time to meet an admiral in my nine years of service. He took his hat off to us for
our work and that acknowledgement means a lot," said Aviation Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Ryan
Conner. 

Buss became Naval Aviation's sixth "Air Boss" in October 2012. Naval Air Forces' mission is to man,
train equip and maintain a Naval Air Force that is immediately employable, forward deployed and
engaged.

NNS130705-04. Current All Hands Update

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute newscast
and three one-minute newscast.

Two-minute newscast-
- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608 
http://youtu.be/zbgYgHHihNQ 

First One-minute newscast-
- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors Reminded
to Celebrate July 4th Safely
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609 
http://youtu.be/9Bkbz6nUCEU 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610 
http://youtu.be/zzBLqVC5S_M 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611 
http://youtu.be/HV_2Us6OwrU 

Defense Media Activity - Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU)newscasts each day - one
two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day and
evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS)satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of the fleet
and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for air times.
AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Service
(AFRTS).
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS020702-07. This Day in Naval History - July 05

From the Navy News Service

1814 - Sloop-of-war Peacock captures British Stranger, Venus, Adiona and Fortitude.
1815 - Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron arrives at Tripoli to collect reparations for seizure of
American merchant ships in violation of Treaty of 1805.

For more information on naval history, visit the Naval Historical Center Web site at
www.history.navy.mil.
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

Navy News Service is the official news wire service of the U.S. Navy, containing stories recently posted
to the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. It is a product of the Defense Media Navy - 6700 Taylor Rd.,
Fort Meade, MD 20755. Reprints should be credited to the Navy News Service (NNS).

For the latest in Navy news from around the fleet, visit www.navy.mil. 

For all Navy-related questions, review the FAQs posted at www.navy.mil or visit www.history.navy.mil. 

Media queries should be directed to the Navy News Desk at (703) 697-5342.
-USN-



Command Home Page

http://www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/[2013/07/05 21:44:59]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

Like 69

Tweet

Chief of Navy Chaplains
Visits USS Nimitz

Regional Support
Command-East Inactivated

LATEST VIDEOS 

More Local Stories...

LOCAL STORIES 

George Washington Completes Its
First Replenishment-at-Sea of 2013
Patrol
The day began early for USS George Washington
(CVN 73) Sailors as they completed their first
2013 replenishment-at-sea (RAS) and fueling-at-
sea (FAS).

July 5, 2013 | Comments 0

GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration
on 4th of July
July 5, 2013 | Comments 0

Carrier Air Wing Five Completes
Carrier Qualification Aboard George
Washington
July 2, 2013 | Comments 0

George Washington Sailors Prevent
Crunch Together
July 2, 2013 | Comments 0

USS George Washington
(CVN 73)

Like 34,780

Facebook social plugin

STAY CONNECTED

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

Facebook Twitter Flickr

Blog YouTube Podcast

Home |

LATEST PHOTOS  

1 of 4BOSTON (July 4, 2013)

USS Constitution fires a 21-gun salute in honor of America's 237th birthday during the
ship's annual Fourth of July turnaround cruise. More than 500 guests went underway
with Old Ironsides for a three-hour tour of Boston Harbor in celebration of
Independence Day. U.S. Navy photo by Sonar Technician (Submarine) 2nd Class
Thomas Rooney (Released) 130704-N-HN195-489

HOME ABOUT LEADERSHIP NEWS MEDIA LINKS CAREERS
NAVY POD

http://www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/\
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://search.usa.gov/search/advanced?affiliate=navy_all&enable_highlighting=true&locale=en&m=false&page=1&per_page=10
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&text=Command%20Home%20Page%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2Flocal%2Fcvn73%2F%23.Uda_sifKuvU.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&text=Command%20Home%20Page%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2Flocal%2Fcvn73%2F%23.Uda_sifKuvU.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&text=Command%20Home%20Page%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2Flocal%2Fcvn73%2F%23.Uda_sifKuvU.twitter
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18613
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18613
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18613
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18608
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18608
http://www.navy.mil/local/viewLocalVideo.asp?id=48&v=18608
http://www.navy.mil/local/localVideoRSS.asp?id=48
http://www.navy.mil/local/listStoryArc.asp?id=48
http://www.navy.mil/local/localStoryRSS.asp?id=48
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75248
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75248
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75248
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75191
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75191
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75191
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75146
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=75146
http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-George-Washington-CVN-73/177732872397
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-George-Washington-CVN-73/177732872397
http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-George-Washington-CVN-73/177732872397
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Yokosuka-Japan/USS-George-Washington-CVN-73/177732872397?vequalswall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Yokosuka-Japan/USS-George-Washington-CVN-73/177732872397?vequalswall
http://www.twitter.com/USNavy
http://www.twitter.com/USNavy
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnavy
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnavy
http://www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/local/localIOTDrss.asp?id=48
http://www.navy.com/careers.html
http://www.navy.mil/planOfDay.asp


Command Home Page

http://www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/[2013/07/05 21:44:59]

Home
Status of the Navy

Navy Organization

Command
Directory

Our Ships

Fact Files

Today in Naval
History

Contact Us

FAQ

About
Secretary of the
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Operations

Master Chief Petty
Officer Of The
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Personnel

Biographies

SES Biographies

Navy Command
Tools

Leadership
Top Stories

Headlines

Feature Stories

Local Stories

News
All Hands Update

Radio Gallery

Video Gallery

Photo Gallery

Featured Galleries

All Hands Magazine
Archive

Graphics Gallery

Web Ad Gallery

Print Ad Gallery

Podcasts & RSS
Feeds

Media
Shift Colors-Navy
Retiree Newsletter

Naval History &
Heritage Command

Affected Navy
Family Assistance

Navy / Marine
Corps Relief

Navy Office of
Community
Outreach

Joint Chiefs of
Staff

Military One
Source

Navy Personnel
Command

Navy Knowledge
Online

Pentagon Channel

USA.gov

Defense.gov

U.S. Army

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Coast Guard

Navy Reserve

Links Careers Navy POD

Official Website of the United States Navy

Chief of Information
Attn: US Navy

1200 Navy Pentagon
Washington DC 20350-1200

FOIA - Privacy Policy/External Links - No Fear Act

http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id=146
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/organization/org-top.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/our_ships.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/fact.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/faq.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio_list.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/DONHR/EXECUTIVEMANAGEMENT/ABOUTSENIOREXECUTIVES/Pages/Biographies.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp?x=4
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp?x=2
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp?x=21
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp?x=3
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=6
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/radioList.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewGalleries.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_ggphotos.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_webads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_printads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.army.mil/
http://www.af.mil/
http://www.usmc.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.navyreserve.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.com/careers.html
http://www.navy.mil/planOfDay.asp
http://foia.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/privacy.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/donhr/pages/nofear.aspx


Command Home Page

http://www.navy.mil/local/c7f/[2013/07/05 21:45:37]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

Like 36

Tweet

Chief of Navy Chaplains
Visits USS Nimitz

Regional Support
Command-East Inactivated

LATEST VIDEOS 

More Local Stories...

LOCAL STORIES 

7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit
to Darwin
The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an
event-filled six day port visit in Darwin, Australia,
with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship
USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) July 4.

July 5, 2013 | Comments 0

U.S. Ambassador to Timor-Leste
Hosts a Social Gathering for 7th Fleet
Sailors and Marines
June 27, 2013 | Comments 0

7th Fleet Commander Meets with
Senior Leaders in Timor-Leste
June 27, 2013 | Comments 0

CTF 72 To Participate Inaugural
Indonesia SEASURVEX
June 23, 2013 | Comments 0

U.S. 7th Fleet

Like 26,239

Facebook social plugin

STAY CONNECTED

COMMANDER, U.S. 7TH FLEET

Facebook Twitter Flickr

Blog YouTube Podcast

Home |

LATEST PHOTOS  

1 of 4BOSTON (July 4, 2013)

USS Constitution fires a 21-gun salute in honor of America's 237th birthday during the
ship's annual Fourth of July turnaround cruise. More than 500 guests went underway
with Old Ironsides for a three-hour tour of Boston Harbor in celebration of
Independence Day. U.S. Navy photo by Sonar Technician (Submarine) 2nd Class
Thomas Rooney (Released) 130704-N-HN195-489
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VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts
Airborne Change of Command
The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron
(VFA) 154 conducted an airborne change of
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To better plan your visit, please read our security procedures and
identification requirements to board the ship at Visitor Info.

Hours of Operation 

Nov. 1-Mar. 31    Thursday-Sunday 10a.m.-4p.m. 

Apr. 1-Sep. 30   Tuesday-Sunday 10a.m.-6p.m. 

Oct. 1-Oct. 31    Tuesday-Sunday 10a.m.-4p.m.

USS CONSTITUTION, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, promotes the United States Navy and America’s naval heritage through
educational outreach, public access and historic demonstrations, in port and underway. The ship is open for free guided tours throughout the year.

Each tour is narrated by several of USS Constitution's active-duty United States Sailors and consists of four stations through the ship's top three
decks, with tours beginning every half-hour from 10:00 a.m. to the last tour at 3:30 p.m. Each tour can accommodate approximately 80 people.

 

 

Are you active duty Navy? Would you like to serve
aboard Old Ironsides? We are currently looking for
the following rates to join our crew: BMC, LS1, YN1,
AO2, GM2, BM3, CSSN

 

 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass (Jan. 29, 2013) Master
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Michael
D. Stevens tours USS Constitution with Yeoman
3rd Class Esmeralda Ortega. Constitution, a 214
year-old vessel, is the world's oldest
commissioned naval war vessel afloat. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd
Class John P. Benson/Released)

CHARLESTOWN, Mass (Jan. 29, 2013) Master
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Michael
D. Stevens and Command Master Chief Scott
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Fleming tour USS Constitution with Airman
Nathan McCutcheon. Constitution, a 214 year-old
vessel, is the world's oldest commissioned naval
war vessel afloat. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 3rd Class John P.
Benson/Released)

 

 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass (Jan. 29, 2013) Master
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Michael
D. Stevens speaks with Sailors assigned to USS
Constitution. Constitution, a 214 year-old vessel,
is the world's oldest commissioned naval war
vessel afloat. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 3rd Class John P.
Benson/Released)

 

 

BOSTON (Jan. 24, 2013) Fireman Apprentice
Johana Faraj, assigned to USS Constitution, sorts
donated clothes for the store in the New England
Center for Homeless Veterans. (U.S. Navy photo
by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class John
P. Benson/Released)

 

 

BOSTON (Jan. 24, 2013) Members of the USS
Constitution honor guard present the colors
during the singing of the national anthem before
the Boston Celtics basketball game. Constitution
is the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 3rd Class John P. Benson/Released)

Constitution Sailors
Teach Naval History in
Houston

Sailors assigned to USS Constitution taught early U.S. Navy history
to students at Lanier Middle School in Houston, Oct. 22.

USS Constitution Sailors
Participate in Houston
Navy Week

Sailors assigned to USS Constitution kicked off their participation in
Houston Navy Week, Oct. 22-29.

USS Constitution
Receives Project Good
Neighbor Flagship
Award

Commander Navy Region Middle Atlantic (CNRMA) announced USS
Constitution as the 2012 Project Good Neighbor Flagship award
winner for small-shore commands by official Navy message traffic,
Oct. 3.

Sailors Rebuild Hope
With Habitat for
Humanity Buffalo

Sailors assigned to USS Constitution participated in a Habitat for
Humanity project in Buffalo, N.Y., Sept. 12 and 13.

USS Constitution Sailors
Teach Naval History in
Buffalo

Sailors assigned to USS Constitution taught early U.S. Navy history
to students at West Elementary School in West Seneca, N.Y., Sept.
10.
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 USS CONSTITUTION, Bldg. 5 Charlestown Navy Yard, Charlestown, MA 02129 
This is an official US Navy Website. The appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the United States Department of

Defense, or the Department of the Navy, of the linked sites, or the information products or services contained therein. The United States Department
of Defense and the Department of the Navy do not exercise any editorial control over the information you may find at these locations. Such links are

provided consistent with the stated purpose of this Department of the Navy website.

=
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USS Constitution - チャールズタウン (ボストン) - 政府機関、史跡 ¦ Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial[2013/07/05 21:47:33]

メールアドレスまたは携帯番号 パスワード

ログインしたままにする パスワードを忘れた場合はこちら
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Navy News Service

U.S. Navy sent this bulletin at 07/05/2013 06:31 AM EDT
You are subscribed to Navy News for U.S. Navy. This information has recently been updated, and is
now available.

Navy News Service

NNS130705-02. GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration on 4th of July
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75249

DNU -- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611

NNS130705-01. 7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit to Darwin 
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75250

DNU -- As we celebrate our nation's birthday, your Sailors operating forward explain why they stand
ready.

-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18607

NNS130704-08. VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts Airborne Change of Command
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75246

NNS130704-07. USS Constitution Celebrates Independence Day with Underway, Naturalization
Ceremony
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75247

DNU -- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors
Reminded to Celebrate July 4th Safely
-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609

NNS130704-04. Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75243

NNS130704-03. USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75244

DNU -- America's Navy is always on watch and proud to celebrate our nation's birthday in the
traditional style.
-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18612

NNS130704-02. Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's Liberation Day Parade
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75245

NNS130704-01. From 'Wog to Shellback
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75241

DNU -- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608

NNS130703-46. U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team Charged and Ready for the Goal
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75235

Receive Updates  
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NNS130703-45. Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75233

NNS130703-40. Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75239

DNU -- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
-- http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610

NNS130705-04. Current All Hands Update
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=75227

NNS020702-07. This Day in Naval History - July 05
-- http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=2359

Eye on the Fleet - U.S. Navy Photo of The Day
-- http://www.navy.mil/list_single.asp?id=154730

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130705-02. GW Hosts Birthday Party Celebration on 4th of July

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ricardo Guzman

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Sailors aboard the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George
Washington (CVN 73) took a short pause from daily operations to take part in a patriotic Independence
Day ceremony and to celebrate the ship's 21st anniversary, July 4. 

On July 4, 1992, 216 years after America declared it's independence from the British, the fourth ship to
bear the name of America's first president was commissioned in front of 22,000 people in Norfolk.

"I'm very glad to be here celebrating the 4th of July," said Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery, commander,
Battle Force Seventh Fleet. "I was present at George Washington's commissioning ceremony and 21
years later, I'm here celebrating it with the crew." 

The ceremony began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by an invocation, speeches by
command leadership, a video presentation and a cake cutting.

During the ceremony, nothing resonated more than Montgomery's own experience during the
commissioning ceremony and the impact it had on him.

"I was on board USS Bainbridge (DLGN 256) 21 years ago and we were the backdrop for the George
Washington commissioning," said Montgomery. "I couldn't have imagined that I would be here 21
years later and to celebrate both George Washington's and our country's birthday. It's fitting to be
here today at-sea on the ships because it reminds us of the importance the Navy plays defending our
country, deterring our adversaries and ensuring the freedom of the sea." 

The ceremony gave a chance for Sailors to take time out of their busy schedule to celebrate the 4th of
July and reflect on the nation and its history.

"I enjoyed the ceremony because it reminded me of home," said Machinist Mate 2nd Class Thomas
Hill, from George Washington's engineering department. "This is the first 4th of July that I haven't
been home. I left for boot camp two days after the fourth and to be able to come out here, take a
break and see this presentation, really reminds me of why I'm here." 

Whether in-port or underway, George Washington takes time to celebrate the 4th of July and
remember the heritage of their service and honor the patriots that made U.S. independence possible.

"It's a moment to remind us why we serve our country; what's exceptional about the U.S. and it's
Navy," said Montgomery. "It's a good thing to be with the Sailors that epitomize the opportunity that
the United States offers when you're celebrating your country and the independence it represents."

George Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready force
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that protects and defends the collective maritime interest of the U.S. and its allies and partners in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from USS George Washington (CVN 73), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn73/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130705-01. 7th Fleet Completes Successful Visit to Darwin 

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Karsten

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- The U.S 7th Fleet flagship and staff completed an event-filled six day port
visit in Darwin, Australia, with a ceremonial celebration on board flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) July
4.

The celebration was two-fold, celebrating Australia's Territory Day on July 1, as well as America's
Independence Day on July 4 to conclude a successful week-long port visit to Australia's Northern
Territory capital filled with community service projects, military to military interactions, band
performances and sporting events. 

The port visit also allowed for integrated planning of the upcoming Talisman Saber 2013 exercise to be
held off the coast of Australia later this month.

Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th Fleet and Capt Will Pennington, commanding officer of
the Blue Ridge also attended a flag raising ceremony celebrating Territory Day on July 1, marking the
commencement of Self Government in the Territory in 1978. The event was hosted by Chief
Administrator for the Northern Territory Sally Thomas and The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Darwin
Ms. Katrina Fong Lim. The ceremony also served as a naturalization ceremony for dozens of new
Australian citizens. 

"It was fantastic to have the 7th fleet here; everyone loves it," added Mayor Lim. "People are really
happy to see the ship and see the Sailors and Marines around the city enjoying themselves and our
fantastic city."

The city of Darwin was full of festivities for Territory Day and over 1000 Sailors and Marines were able
to enjoy the day with our Australian hosts. The day ended with a large fireworks display over Darwin's
popular Mindil Beach. 

"These types of celebrations are really important for cross country communication and bonding," said
Mayor Lim. "4th of July I know is very important for Americans and its really interesting that we
celebrate our 1st of July Territory Day with a massive display of fireworks; hopefully that made you
feel not so much homesick."

2013 mark's the 70th Anniversary of the founding of 7th Fleet in Brisbane Australia, celebrated during
a July 4th Celebration on board Blue Ridge. Vice Adm. Swift hosted honored guests Jeffrey Bleich, U.S.
Ambassador to Australia, Peter Styles, Australian Minister of Infrastructure, and Brigadier General John
Frewen, Commander, Australian Army First Brigade. Mayor Lim was also in attendance. 

"We have had a very successful engagement here with both the local and state level government,"
said Australian Lt. Cmdr. Matt Dunn, Theater Security Cooperation officer and Australian liaison officer
for the 7th Fleet. "I think the crew has enjoyed their time in Darwin and our time on Blue Ridge has
been very welcoming," 

Dunn has been stationed on Blue Ridge for one and a half years and helped coordinate the week's
events as well as the upcoming joint exercise Talisman Saber 2013 (TS13). Planning for TS13 is
underway and is jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and Australian Defence Force
Headquarters Joint Operations Command scheduled to occur in July/August 2013.

Blue Ridge and embarked 7th Fleet staff are currently on patrol operating forward while building
maritime partnerships and conducting security and stability operations.

For more news from Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/c7f/. 
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS130704-08. VFA-154 'Black Knights' Conducts Airborne Change of Command

By Lt. Paul Dixon, Nimitz Strike Group Public Affairs

USS NIMITZ, At Sea (NNS) -- The "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154 conducted an
airborne change of command ceremony in the skies above the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) on
July 4 in the Arabian Gulf. 

Cmdr. John "Cosmo" DePree from Mt. Shasta, Calif., relieved Cmdr. James "Cruiser" Christie from
Vancouver, Wash., as commanding officer of the "Black Knights." Rear Adm. Michael White,
commander of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Eleven, and Capt. Kevin Mannix, commander of Carrier Air
Wing (CVW) Eleven, presided over the transfer of command.

Christie, a native of Vancouver, Wash., led the "Black Knights" as they transitioned to their new home
with CVW-11 aboard Nimitz. Under Christie's guidance, the squadron excelled tactically, earning the
coveted "Boola Boola" award in January, awarded for proficiency in air-to-air missile employment.
During his career, Christie has accumulated more than 700 arrested landings and 2,500 flight hours in
the F/A-18A-F.

"The 'Black Knight' team is an amazing organization of talented individuals who have bonded through
work-ups and deployment like no other squadron I've seen. It has been my most treasured privilege to
command VFA-154 because I've been afforded the opportunity to work closely alongside these
remarkable Sailors," said Christie, adding, "I have no doubt Commander DePree will lead the "Black
Knights" to even greater achievements, and I look forward to reading about their continued success in
the future." 

DePree, a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, began his career with the Fighter Squadron (VF)
102 "Diamondbacks" and deployed immediately following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. During this tour in Afghanistan, DePree was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross with Combat "V," the distinguishing device for actions against enemy forces. His other
previous assignments include tours with the "Flying Eagles" of VFA-122, the Strike Fighter Tactics
Instructor course (TOPGUN), the "Bounty Hunters" of VFA-2, and the "Black Aces" of VFA-41. 

"I am extremely humbled and proud to have the opportunity to continue the tradition of excellence set
forth by all current and previous 'Black Knights' in the service to our great country. It is a rare
privilege and honor to lead our nation's finest men and women into harm's way," said DePree. "To
departing Skipper Christie, a final farewell: You are a genuine American patriot, a champion of your
people, and above all - a true friend. Farewell and following seas, Cruiser."

VFA-154 is currently embarked with CVW-11 on board Nimitz and deployed with the Nimitz Strike
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations, theater
security cooperation efforts and support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

For more news from USS Nimitz (CVN 68), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn68/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-07. USS Constitution Celebrates Independence Day with Underway, Naturalization
Ceremony

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Peter D. Melkus

BOSTON (July 4, 2013) (NNS) -- USS Constitution got underway in Boston Harbor to kick-off the city's
celebration of America's 237th birthday, followed by a naturalization ceremony where 26 new American
citizens were administered the Oath of Allegiance July 4.

Approximately 500 guests accompanied the 215-year-old Constitution on its second scheduled
underway of 2013, including 150 winners of Constitution's annual Fourth of July public lottery drawing.

"This is one of those moments of a lifetime that most people never get to experience, but it was an
amazing moment for me to board (Constitution) and be on the ship while underway," said Susan
Palmer, a turnaround cruise guest and distant relative of Capt. William Bainbridge, one of Constitution's
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commanding officers during the War of 1812. "This is just a magical day for me, and I'm so thankful
to have the chance to be here aboard a true piece of American history."

Old Ironsides' three-hour tour of the harbor began at 11 a.m. and was highlighted with the firing of
two gun salutes from two of the ship's long guns. The first was a 21-gun salute which occurred at
noon near Fort Independence on Castle Island in honor of the United States. After the completion of
the salute aboard Constitution, cannons stationed at Fort Independence then replied with a 21-gun
salute of their own. 

Constitution's second salute, in honor of the city of Boston, was a 17-gun salute performed while
passing U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, the former site of the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Old
Ironsides was launched on Oct. 21, 1797. The shots honored the 16 states that comprised America at
the time of Constitution's launch and one in honor of the ship itself. Constitution then returned to its
berth at pier one in Charlestown Navy Yard at approximately 2 p.m.

"It was a remarkable underway - I don't think you could ask for a better day to celebrate our Nation's
independence in Boston," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "To be
aboard Constitution with 500 other people all celebrating the birth of our Nation is just an amazing
feeling - you can really feel the patriotism running through everyone here."

The July 4 underway also marked the final harbor cruise at the helm of Old Ironsides for Bonner, who
is scheduled to transfer command of America's Ship of State to Cmdr. Sean Kearns on July 26.

"It's been a fantastic tour," said Bonner. "I tell people this is the most personally and professionally
rewarding experience I've ever had. Constitution has become a part of me, and though I'm saddened
to be turning her over, I know Cmdr. Kearns will continue to build upon the legacy built by my
predecessors over the past two centuries."

After the conclusion of the underway, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) hosted a
naturalization ceremony aboard Constitution. 26 candidates for U.S. citizenship were presented to the
United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, listened to a pre-recorded message from
President Barack Obama, and were then administered the Oath of Allegiance by the Honorable William
G. Young, United States District Judge.

The 26 citizenship candidates originated from the following 18 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Cape Verde, Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, Morocco,
People's Republic of China, Thailand, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

One of the candidates was Jodi Linney, Constitution's command ombudsman and wife of Constitution
Sailor Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Kevin Linney. Linney, originally from Canada, has been married to
her husband Kevin since 2009 and said that she had to keep putting off becoming a U.S. citizen for
various reasons until the opportunity to be sworn-in as an American citizen aboard Constitution
presented itself.

"It's basically been a dream come true - I couldn't have asked for any better time or place for this
event to have occurred in my life," said Linney. "(The ceremony) couldn't have been any more patriotic
- I feel like my life has fully changed and I'm so excited about that change and to be able to fully
support my husband and understand what he's fighting for every day." 

USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, actively defended sea lanes against
global threats from 1797 to 1855. Now a featured attraction on Boston's Freedom Trail, Constitution
and her crew of U.S. Navy Sailors offer community outreach and education about the ship's history to
more than 500,000 visitors each year.

For more news and information on USS Constitution, visit: www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-04. Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Edward Guttierrez III
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CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6)
transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July 4.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought between Japan and Allied forces from the United States and
Australia, May 4-8, 1942. 

It is now considered by many Australians as the battle that saved Australia, as the Imperial Japanese
Navy was pressing to invade and occupy Port Moresby in New Guinea. The battle was also the first
engagement in Naval history in which the participating ships never sighted or fired directly at each
other. Instead, manned aircraft were used as offensive artillery. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea arrested the Japanese advance and kept supply and communication lines
open between the U.S. and Australia, which led to a strategic victory for the Allied forces by reducing
the number of Imperial aircraft carriers and aircraft available for the Japanese invasion of Midway
Island. For the first time in history an Imperial Japanese naval invasion force was turned away without
completing its objective, greatly increasing morale among the Allies after six months of defeats by the
Japanese in the Pacific Theater.

For Lt. Nicholas Inns, Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11, transiting the
Coral Sea brought the opportunity to reflect on the past in a variety of ways.

"This area and this ship remind me of the tradition of honor, excellence, and sacrifice that I am a part
of," said Inns. "The name USS Bonhomme Richard has been an integral part of the U.S. Navy for more
than two hundred years. To be aboard a ship so firmly rooted in naval history in an area where nearly
every sea or island was the site of a past battle is an honor and a privilege."

While Bonhomme Richard Sailors and Marines celebrated the nation's birthday with a Steel Beach
picnic on the ship's flight deck, eight warships and two aircraft carriers, sunk during the Battle of Coral
Sea, lay beneath them on the ocean floor. Now, more than 70 years later, the oral history of that
battle, and many others that took place during World War II, is seldom spoken of any longer. 

"It is easy to forget things that happened a long time ago," said Inns. "It is even easier to forget
things that happened a long time ago in a distant place far-removed from the sight of average
Americans. The Battle of the Coral Sea occurred in a place few Americans could place on a map and
even fewer will ever travel to. We have the privilege to pass near that place, and we have a duty to
remember and honor the sacrifice those Sailors made."

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group, with the embarked 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
is currently operating in the 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility and reports to the Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa,
Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-03. USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Lindahl

DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled operations in
the region.

While in port, Germantown and the 31st MEU will conduct a bio-security inspection to ensure they are
operating in an environmentally responsible manner and in full accordance with Australian laws. 

The inspection is the second of a two-part inspection that entails full accountability for all food items,
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soil, bacteria, plant life and any other organisms that could damage the Australian ecosystem. The first
part of the inspection took place in Okinawa, Japan prior to Germantown's departure.

"The majority of this equipment has been inspected already, a lot of it is already tagged, we have the
documents and paperwork to support it," said Lt. Darrell Morgan, assigned to Naval Beach Unit Seven.

Morgan said the equipment to be inspected will include any Sailor and Marine personal effects as well
as mission essential equipment such as rucksacks, three-day packs and odds and ends that will be
taken out to the field. 

"It's a beautiful country, a beautiful ecosystem, and we want to do our part to preserve their lands,"
said Cdr. Jason R. Leach, Germantown's commanding officer.

The inspection is a precursor to a complex training evolution that combines the Navy and Marine Corps
maritime sea-to-shore capabilities with those of the Australian Navy; a relationship that serves as a
cornerstone of regional stability.

While the visit to Darwin is considered a "working port" due to the bio-security inspection, Sailors and
Marines will still have the opportunity to enjoy some personal time in town and a community service
program with "Life Without Barriers," a national charitable organization for children and young people
with disabilities.

"We obviously have a mission to accomplish, but we always emphasize to the Marines and Sailors the
importance of interacting with people," said Lt. Kyu Lee, Navy chaplain assigned to the 31st MEU. "We
want to provide an opportunity to see different perspectives in life."

Lee said through these opportunities people often realize future dreams. They may have never known
that they have a gift working with the disabled, and it could lead to a great future, he said.

"We always think of community service programs as 'giving', but we actually gain a lot from these
opportunities," said Lee.

Germantown is on patrol with the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and, with the
31st MEU, is currently conducting routine joint-force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm.
Jeffrey A. Harley, headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan.

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Germantown, please visit:

www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
www.facebook.com/pages/USS-Germantown-LSD-42
www.cpr11.navy.mil
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil 

-USN-
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NNS130704-02. Momsen Sailors March in Saipan's Liberation Day Parade

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory A. Harden II, USS Momsen Public Affairs

SAIPAN (NNS) -- Sailors and embarked midshipmen of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Momsen (DDG 92) participated in a local parade, July 4, to commemorate Liberation Day in
Saipan.

The island of Saipan celebrates Liberation Day to mark the June 15, 1945, opening of the gates of
Camp Susupe where most of Saipan's residents at that time were interred after the end of World War
II. Saipan used to be a colony of Japan and was the scene of many bloody battles during the Pacific
War.
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"Freedom is not free," said Vicente C. Camacho, Liberation Day 2013 committee chairman. "Many have
perished to protect a race, a religion, a country, or a nation. In order to instill this sentiment to the
community, we must remind ourselves why we celebrate Liberation Day." 

Liberation Day gave the Sailors and midshipmen a unique opportunity to show their support for the
local communities of Saipan.

"In any existing relationship, the key fundamental to making that relationship stronger is by being
supportive," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Thomas Masanotti. "Sailors of the Momsen are here
today, not only to celebrate Independence Day but to also march alongside of the local people in
Saipan to support the celebration of their Liberation Day."

Even though the weather was not optimal for a parade, the participants marched forward even during
the rain.

"Marching as drops of rain hit my face didn't really bother me after I saw all the love and support that
we were receiving from the local people," said Quartermaster 2nd Class Riley Knox. "The people of
Saipan take a lot of pride in Liberation Day and I felt honored to be a participant in the parade."

Camacho took the opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in making the 2013 Liberation Day
festivities possible.

"I am very grateful that the crew of USS Momsen came to support our celebration today," said
Camacho. "For next year's Liberation Day, I hope to have the chance to invite all branches of the
Armed Forces and showcase them in full gear!"

Momsen is in Saipan for a port visit during a patrol with the George Washington Strike Group in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

For more news from Commander Task Force 70, visit www.navy.mil/local/ctf70/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130704-01. From 'Wog to Shellback

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrew B. Church

CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence Day,
after transiting the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S. 7th Fleet
Area of Responsibility (AOR).

Crossing the equator seems a very routine event in the course of any modern naval vessel. Yet navies
throughout history have celebrated crossing the equator, or the international date line , or this or that
particular line, for centuries. Why is there a ceremony at all?

"Back in the days of wooden ships, Crossing the Line had a fairly serious purpose," said Senior Chief
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Bernard Dizon, organizer of the Crossing the Line ceremony
events. "It was designed to test the novices in the crew to see whether they could endure their first
cruise at sea."

The rich folkloric tradition of the Crossing the Line ceremony, is a tradition that honors sailors for
crossing the equator, heralding from a time long ago when such a feat was a grave undertaking. The
ceremony often involved varied events throughout which Pollywogs (or Wogs for short), the term given
to those who have not crossed the equator before, were put through a series of initiation rites
involving harrowing and often embarrassing tasks, gags, obstacles, physical hardships, and generally
good-humored mischief. After the ceremony and with much pomp, the sailor was inducted into the
"Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep." In other words, they transitioned from Wogs to
Shellbacks.

"I had a blast!" said Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Veronica Cooley, who participated in a Crossing
the Line ceremony last fall. "I was a little nervous at first, because I didn't know what to expect. But it
was a lot of fun, and I felt like I accomplished something special. I'm glad to be a Shellback now."
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Comparatively, the initiation rites in today's modern navies are far less stringent; whereas before the
events of the ceremony were meant to be physically challenging and even painful for new sailors to
accomplish, today those challenges are strictly voluntary and are reduced for health and safety
reasons. The ceremony is now seen more as entertainment, building unit cohesion and a sense of
shared identity, and for morale boosting than anything else. 

"The tradition has carried on, but it's carried out so that it is in line with our Navy Core Values," said
Dizon. "The purpose of the ceremony is to have fun, but it is strictly voluntary and Sailors can leave at
any time. We keep it safe."

The Crossing the Line ceremony still holds to many of the same mythological archetypes as its
historical parentage; figures such as King Neptune, the Royal Court, Royal Scribes, Trusty Shellbacks,
the Royal Baby, Davy Jones, and her Highness Amphitrite often make appearances during the
ceremony. Activities are planned, carried out, and supervised by the Shellbacks and any other non-
participants who volunteer to make sure nothing gets out of hand. When the festivities conclude, the
Slimy Wogs have the right to call themselves Shellbacks.

"Crossing the line isn't just for U.S. Navy Sailors, it's for all mariners," said Master Chief Fire
Controlman Thomas Ward, the most senior Shellback aboard Bonhomme Richard. "Celebrating sailing
over the 0 Parallel [the equator] is a time-honored maritime tradition. No matter how we express that
tradition, it will always be a rare salute of pride to the unique craft of sailing the seas, which we have
the honor of celebrating aboard our fine warship, Bonhomme Richard."

Perhaps the commander of HMS Beagle, Capt. Robert FitzRoy, describes best the value of the Crossing
the Line ceremony in his 1839 book, Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's Ships
Adventure and Beagle between the years 1826 and 1836:
"The disagreeable practice alluded to has been permitted in most ships [...] And though many condemn
it as an absurd and dangerous piece of folly, it has also many advocates. Perhaps it is one of those
amusements, of which the omission might be regretted. Its effect on the minds of those engaged in
preparing for its mummeries, who enjoy it at the time, and talk of it long afterwards, cannot easily be
judged of without being an eye-witness."

The Crossing the Line ceremony is a unique maritime experience, a relic of the epoch of wooden ships
and hardened Sailors daring to venture into the unforgiving environment of the open ocean. The
ceremony, as old as perhaps the very art of sailing, in all its pomp and ridiculous charm and history,
will hopefully remain an equatorial pastime to be treasured by generations of Sailors to come, so that
they too can laugh about a chief they know who's wearing a swab for a wig, holding a makeshift
wooden trident, and speaking magnanimously about Pollywogs and Shellbacks and the "Ancient Order
of the Deep."

"The sea is eternal and sacred, and so are the traditions that accompany it," said Dizon. "As long as
there are imaginary lines by which we travel, we will attach a special significance to crossing over
them, a significance which also bonds the crew of the Bonhomme Richard together."

Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group is currently operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility and reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley,
headquartered in White Beach, Okinawa, Japan. 

For more news about Amphibious Squadron 11 or USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), please visit:
www.facebook.com/#!/PHIBRON11
http://www.cpr11.navy.mil/
www.dvidshub.net/unit/PHIBRON11
www.cpf.navy.mil
www.c7f.navy.mil
-USN-
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-USN-

NNS130703-46. U.S. All Armed Forces Soccer Team Charged and Ready for the Goal

By Story by Mass Communications Specialist Third Class (SW/AW) Claire Farin

Navy Public Affairs Support Element West
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SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Twenty members and the coaching staff of the All Armed Forces Soccer Team
departed the United States for the World Military Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, held from July 2-14.

The team, which includes players from the four branches of the military practiced for more than three
weeks to prepare for the tournament. 

"We prepare all year within our branch, and now it is all about training with other services," said
Marine Corps Sgt. Felipe Magallon, a native of Los Angeles. "It came down to one team representing
the United States. We are all part of team USA." 

Magallon added that the team has been working hard to train, and they are looking forward hopefully
earning the world football trophy. 

Different players were meticulously picked out from each branch's soccer team to be part of the final
draft for this year's military cup.

"The team collectively came to its good solid squad," said Air Force Lt. Col. Derrick Weyand, soccer
coach and head coach of the Armed Forces Soccer Team. "They have competed against each other
before, but now it's not all about what branch they are from, it's all about one team with one goal, one
mission."

Weyand also added that he is just amazed at the camaraderie between the players.

"I feel like we have come together as one," said Air Force Capt. Jeremiah Kirschman. "I'm really
impressed at the collaboration between the coaching staff."

"It is very incredible being part of the group," said Hospital Corpsman First Class Eric Campos,
assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). "I cannot be more proud representing the United States."

According to Campos, the players practice three times a day and participate in scrimmages with local
soccer players in the area. 

"The preparation is very difficult, it is both mental and physical," said Army 1st Lt. Andrew Hyres, "It's
a unique opportunity to represent your country."

Sixteen countries will compete during this year's World Military Cup, with Azerbaijan serving as the
host country. The competition is organized by the International Military Sports Council or Conseil
International du Sports Militaire (CISM). 

The aims of CISM are to develop friendly relations between the armed forces of member nations,
promote physical education and sports activities, provide mutual technical assistance, support less
privileged members in the name of friendship and solidarity, contribute towards the balanced and
harmonious development of military personnel and contribute to the international effort for universal
peace.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-45. Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly known
as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5. 

The ship was acquired by the Philippines from the U.S. under the Department of Defense's Foreign
Military Sales program for 400 million Philippine pesos ($9.26 million), May 22, 2012. 

"The acquisition of the frigate is a part of the long term modernization plan of the armed forces of the
Philippines," said Capt. Ernesto O Baldovino, Ramon Alcaraz's first commanding officer. "This purchase
is mutually beneficial for both governments and shows the sincerity of the U.S. government and the
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Philippine government to uphold the provisions of the mutual defense treaty signed between the two
governments."

Ramon Alcaraz is the second Hamilton-class cutter purchased by the Philippines and is expected to
bolster the Philippine navy's capability in protecting their maritime interests. 

"From a tactical standpoint, being a former United States ship, the systems are compatible with those
of the U.S. Navy and will add to our interoperability with the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard," said
Baldovino.

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard are also aboard Ramon Alcaraz to help train members of the
Philippine navy to use the systems onboard, train the Philippine navy in what to expect while serving
aboard the ship and help prepare the crew for working together with the Coast Guard and the Navy on
future missions.

"We were brought here to advise and assist the Philippine Navy on how to use the systems that the
ship employs," said Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class Derin Perez. "It's important that we conduct
this kind of cross-training with them so that they are better able to understand how we're used to
operating, so when we team up to do operations together we can all be on the same page."

The ship was named after the deceased Commodore of the Philippine Fleet, Ramon A. Alcaraz. Alcaraz
was awarded the Silver Star for shooting down three low-flying Japanese planes during World War II.

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacensandiego/. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS130703-40. Air Boss Commends Strike Fighter Sailors During Visit to NAS Lemoore

By Melinda Larson, NAS Lemoore Public Affairs

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE, Calif. (NNS) -- Vice Adm. David H. Buss, Commander, Naval Air
Forces, commended Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Fleet Sailors for their hard work and vowed to ensure
they have clear career paths during a visit to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore July 1-2. 

The Navy's "Air Boss," conducted all-hands calls for nearly 1,500 Sailors from Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific Fleet including Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and CVW 9. 

"This was a high priority trip for me to walk a mile in your shoes and see what life is like for you at
Naval Air Station Lemoore," Buss said to CVW 2 Sailors. "It's important for me to get out there and
talk to you about your perspective. I want to make sure you have the parts and support you need to
take the fight forward to the bad guys." 

With a move towards Hornet and Super Hornet community detailing, the Air Boss told both CVW
Sailors that people are his first priority. 

"I want to create a very clear career path for you all so you can continue to move up the ranks," Buss
said. "That means the right people, with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time." 

Buss' visit coincided with the 40th anniversary of the all-volunteer force. Buss noted this year's
Independence Day has a special meaning to him and others in uniform. 

"This Fourth of July is a special holiday for those of us who wear the cloth of our nation. You all have
answered the call, day in and day out. You have volunteered to serve. You have my commitment; I
will do the right thing for you," Buss said. 

CVW 9 Sailors returned in April following an eight-month deployment aboard the USS John C. Stennis
(CVN 74) to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. As a former commanding officer of the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the Air Boss said he has a special place in his heart for the ship and the
CVW 9 Sailors who served 15 months completing two deployments within a two-year period. 

"You made extraordinary sacrifices and commitments during both of Stennis' deployments. I hope
you're as proud of your accomplishments as I am," Buss said. 
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The thanks and compliments from the Air Boss resonated with one Sailor who returned from John C.
Stennis' most recent deployment.

"I'm glad he came to visit and let us know he's behind us. It's good to know he really does have our
backs and appreciates us," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Shanell Harrison of Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 97. 

Part of the Air Boss' visit included an up-close look at F/A-18 jets assigned to the fleet replacement
squadron, VFA 122. Under the wing of a Super Hornet, the Air Boss was briefed on how the squadron
is creating "super technicians" who can work on a variety of aircraft components. The theory is it is
enabling Sailors to better understand an airframe as a weapons system. 

"This is an important site picture. I wanted to have eyes on target, to walk the flight line and
appreciate the challenges," Buss said as he toured the ramp and hangar spaces. 

For one mid-level Sailor, it was a career first to be commended for his work by a three-star admiral.

"This was my first time to meet an admiral in my nine years of service. He took his hat off to us for
our work and that acknowledgement means a lot," said Aviation Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Ryan
Conner. 

Buss became Naval Aviation's sixth "Air Boss" in October 2012. Naval Air Forces' mission is to man,
train equip and maintain a Naval Air Force that is immediately employable, forward deployed and
engaged.

NNS130705-04. Current All Hands Update

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute newscast
and three one-minute newscast.

Two-minute newscast-
- Regional Support Command-East Inactivated
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18608 
http://youtu.be/zbgYgHHihNQ 

First One-minute newscast-
- Headlines for Wednesday, July 3, 2013: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors Reminded
to Celebrate July 4th Safely
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18609 
http://youtu.be/9Bkbz6nUCEU 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Sailors Participate in 'Keep What You've Earned' Campaign March
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18610 
http://youtu.be/zzBLqVC5S_M 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Patrol Coastal Ships Arrive in Bahrain
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=18611 
http://youtu.be/HV_2Us6OwrU 

Defense Media Activity - Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU)newscasts each day - one
two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day and
evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS)satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of the fleet
and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for air times.
AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Service
(AFRTS).
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS020702-07. This Day in Naval History - July 05

From the Navy News Service

1814 - Sloop-of-war Peacock captures British Stranger, Venus, Adiona and Fortitude.
1815 - Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron arrives at Tripoli to collect reparations for seizure of
American merchant ships in violation of Treaty of 1805.

For more information on naval history, visit the Naval Historical Center Web site at
www.history.navy.mil.
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

Navy News Service is the official news wire service of the U.S. Navy, containing stories recently posted
to the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. It is a product of the Defense Media Navy - 6700 Taylor Rd.,
Fort Meade, MD 20755. Reprints should be credited to the Navy News Service (NNS).

For the latest in Navy news from around the fleet, visit www.navy.mil. 

For all Navy-related questions, review the FAQs posted at www.navy.mil or visit www.history.navy.mil. 

Media queries should be directed to the Navy News Desk at (703) 697-5342.
-USN-
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WHITE BEACH, Okinawa – The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme
Richard (LHD 6) embarked Marines from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) in support
of joint force operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility.
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Petty Officer 2nd Class
Andrew Church

Lt. Desiree Frame

Firing range practice
Fire Controlman 2nd Class
Natalie Marquez (left) prepares to
fire a 12-gauge shotgun on the
flight deck of the amphibious

dock landing ship USS Tortuga (LSD 46)...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Chelsea Mandello |

PHIBRON11 | 09.06.2012

USS Tortuga sailor cleans machine
gun
U.S. Navy Gunner's Mate Seaman
Joseph Gillies disassembles a .50-
caliber machine gun for cleaning and
inspection aboard the amphibious dock

landing ship USS Tortuga...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Chelsea Mandello |

PHIBRON11 | 10 01 2012

Marine Officer bridges the gap
between green and blue
Marine Capt. Benjamin
Leatherbury, a communications

officer and the officer in charge of the Marine
Communication Detachment from Expeditionary Strike
Group 7 and...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Lacordrick Wilson |

PHIBRON11 | 11 02 2012

Nigeria native keeps sailors
healthy aboard USS Tortuga
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class
Ndudi Chukwudozie (right)

checks Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Maeghen
Campbell's temperature during a medical visit aboard
the amphibious...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Chelsea Mandello |

PHIBRON11 | 09 03 2012

Behind the scenes of Marine
aviation aboard USS
Bonhomme...
Lance Cpl. Benjamin Douglas, an

aviation operations specialist assigned to Aviation
Combat Element, is currently embarked aboard
amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Karen Blankenship |

PHIBRON11 | 08 28 2012

Tortuga sailor fires machine
gun
Master-at-Arms 1st Class Ira
Harwood fires .50-caliber
machine gun from the weather

deck aboard amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga
(LSD 46). Tortuga is part of...
Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Chelsea Mandello |

PHIBRON11 | 10 29 2012

Bonhomme Richard transits Coral Sea, remembers
fallen heroes
The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) transited the Coral Sea, the
site of one of World War II’s most famous naval battles,
July 4.
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 07.04.2013

Electronics technicians stay on the cutting edge of
the...
During the course of human evolution on planet Earth,
inventions and innovations have helped shape the
development of human destiny. Men and women learned
how to...
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 06.29.2013

Germantown conducts ammo onload
Forward-deployed dock landing ship USS Germantown
(LSD 42), completed its ammunition onload June 17 in
preparation for its patrol in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of...
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 06.17.2013

MV-22 Ospreys make maiden FDNF deployment on
Bonhomme...
The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) embarked four MV-22
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft from squadron VMM-263 for
their maiden...
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 06.14.2013

USS Bonhomme Richard departs for patrol
Forward deployed amphibious assault ship USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), flagship of the Bonhomme
Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), departed
Sasebo, Japan June 13...
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 06.13.2013

Amphibious Squadron 11 commands focus On
preventing...
Navy commands are investing time and energy into
innovative training and various awareness campaigns to
deter sexual assault and harassment in the U.S. 7th
Fleet Area...
Courtesy Story | PHIBRON11 | 06.21.2013
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USS Momsen Arrives in Saipan 
SAIPAN (NNS) -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92) arrived in Saipan, July 3. 

Published: Jul 05, 2013

Philippine Navy Prepares to Get Former U.S. Coast Guard Ship Underway 
SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Philippine Navy is preparing to get the Hamilton-class cutter, formerly known
as USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716), now named BRP Ramon Alcaraz (PF-16), underway July 5.

Published: Jul 05, 2013

From 'Wog to Shellback 
CORAL SEA (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme
Richard (LHD 6) participated in a Crossing the Line ceremony July 4, Independence Day, after transiting
the equator while en route to a scheduled joint-forces exercise in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility
(AOR).

Published: Jul 05, 2013

USS Germantown Arrives in Darwin, Australia 
DARWIN, Australia (NNS) -- Dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), with the embarked 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Darwin, Australia, July 4, prior to scheduled operations in the
region.

Published: Jul 05, 2013

Bonhomme Richard Transits Coral Sea, Remembers Fallen Heroes 
CORAL SEA (NNS) -- The forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6)
transited the Coral Sea, the site of one of World War II's most famous naval battles, July 4.

Published: Jul 05, 2013
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Admiral Kelso Leaves Legacy of
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06/26/2013 10:40 AM EDT

Naval District Washington Holds
Change of Command Ceremony

06/26/2013 09:00 AM EDT
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USS Constitution fires a 21-gun salute in honor of America's 237th birthday during the
ship's annual Fourth of July turnaround cruise. More than 500 guests went underway
with Old Ironsides for a three-hour tour of Boston Harbor in celebration of
Independence Day. U.S. Navy photo by Sonar Technician (Submarine) 2nd Class
Thomas Rooney (Released) 130704-N-HN195-489
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1 of 4SAN DIEGO (Sept. 11, 2012)

Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. Wesley Modder offers an invocation during a Sept. 11
commemoration ceremony at the Coronado Fire Department. The ceremony observed
the 11th anniversary of the terrorist attacks and honored those who lost their lives and
loved ones in 2001. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
Benjamin Crossley (Released) 120911-N-BT887-020

2 of 4SAN DIEGO (Sept. 11, 2012)

Information Systems Technician 2nd Class Amanda Quile from Navy Region Southwest
weighs boxes of food during a community service project for the September 11th
National Day of Service and Remembrance. More than 30 Sailors attached to various
commands throughout Navy Region Southwest packed 900 boxes of food, totaling
27,000 pounds for seniors living in poverty. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Eddie Harrison (Released) 120911-N-ED900-256
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Regional Support Command-East Inactivated - YouTube
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Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Returns; Sailors Reminded to Celebrate July 4th Safely - YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Bkbz6nUCEU&feature=youtu.be[2013/07/05 21:53:03]
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**Access to some of the collections located
at the Washington Navy Yard may be
limited. Please refer to the Notices section
below for the most current information.

through September 2, 2013.
>>Details and Rules

Beginning on July 8th until further notice, NHHC offices will close one day per week to absorb reductions
resulting from the announced federal furlough. Headquarters activities and Navy museums will close on Mondays,
with the exception of the Puget Sound Navy Museum, which will close on Fridays.

NOTICES 

Archives Closed
Until further notice, the
NHHC Archives are closed
to researchers, and are
limited in responding to
official reference
requests. This includes all
Archives sections at HQ
(Operational, Aviation,
Ships, Deck Logs, and
Photo), as well as the
Seabee Museum Archives.
  >>More

Command Operations
Reports
Until further notice, the
NHHC can no longer
accept Command
Operations Reports (COR)
via NIPR or SIPR email.
All commands submitting
unclassified, confidential,
or secret reports shall
submit CORs via
commercial courier
(FedEx or UPS). >>More

Curator Artifact
Collection
The Curator Branch of the
NHHC at the Washington
Navy Yard has relocated
collections deemed to be
at "High Risk" to new
storage facilities. These
facilities are not co-
located with the Curator
Branch, limiting access.
Please take this into
account when requesting
information with regard
to these collections. Email
inquiries to
nhhccurator@navy.mil.

Navy Art Gallery
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John Paul Jones Normandy
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Battle of
Midway History

Battle of the Coral SeaKorean War Spanish
American War
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Today in U.S. Naval History
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The exhibition space of
the Navy Art Collection is
now located in The
National Museum of the
United States Navy on
the Washington Navy
Yard (Building 76).  We
look forward to your visit.

Researchers wishing to
view artworks not on
exhibition, please contact
the Art Collection staff for
assistance at (202) 433-
3815. Due to the
movement of stored
items to an offsite
facility, research on
collections is difficult and
requires advanced
planning.

Documents

Ship Naming Report 
(436k PDF)

COMMEMORATIONS

60th Anniversary of
the Korean War

Additional resources
related to U.S. Navy
commemorations

HQWEB LINK

NHHC employees only. 
CAC access required. 
>>Connect

NHHC Inspector General
 
NHHC in the News
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