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First Airman Resilience Center opens at Altus AFB

by Senior Airman Kenneth W. Norman
97th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

ALTUS AIR FORCE BASE, Okla. (AFNS) -- A new Airman Resilience Center opened its
doors during a ribbon cutting ceremony here July 11.

The ARC is the first facility of its kind at the base. 

"The ARC includes five classrooms for training use, a theater room, a game room
and an electronic gaming area," said Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Mathe, the 97th Air
Mobility Wing NCO in charge of chapel operations. "It also includes an interfaith
chapel and religious education classrooms for students of all ages. Airmen and their
dependents will greatly appreciate the addition of the newly renovated Airman's Attic
and food pantry. These areas help sustain our base populace through the challenges
of permanent change of stations, furloughs and personal tragedies like those
experienced recently by members of our community in the apartment fire."
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The ARC was the vision of Mathe and Maj. Trent Davis, the 97th AMW chaplain.

"We attended the Air Education and Training Command Chaplain Corps resilience
training conference, and during a long car ride home the concept of an ARC arose,"
Mathe said. "The focus of our current Airman Ministry Center seemed too small in
our current cost-conscious culture. Adding in the Airman's Attic, food pantry, and
creating an open environment where Airmen, units, and other base organizations
could utilize the ARC's tremendous resources seemed vital to our vision of creating a
stronger and more resilient force."

Volunteers spent two weeks helping to make the ARC a viable resource for the entire
Altus AFB community, Mathe said.

"A handful of Airmen and family members worked 16-hour days transporting
supplies, reorganizing supply closets and the Airman's Attic, and moving furniture,"
Mathe said. "The Airman's Attic and Airman's Ministry Center have never been more
accessible and welcoming to the Altus AFB community."

The ARC is open to all base members and their families.

"The Airman's Attic is organized to assist Airmen, technical sergeants and below,"
Mathe said. "The Airman's Ministry Center is open nightly and on weekends as a
resource to assist all single Airmen, senior airman and below including our student
Airmen, to help build community and support. The food pantry is available to any
Airman, civilian, military or family member who may benefit from immediate
subsistence. Finally, the ARC is provided to the entire base populace to encourage
better fitness in the four areas of resilience: mental, social, physical and spiritual."

According to Mathe, the ARC houses the Airman's Ministry Center, which supports
more than 1,800 students annually through monthly dinners, trips, group studies
and community service outings. It is also the center of religious education for both
the Catholic and Protestant communities, supporting more than 800 classes and
3,400 people each year. 

"The base chapel is committed to supporting the quality of life and readiness of our
Airmen, students, dependents and deployers," Mathe said. "With the opening of the
Airman's Attic and base food pantry, we hope to encourage even more Airmen as life
throws them a curve. We believe that by continuously improving fitness in the four
areas of resilience, Airmen and their family members reduce the feelings of
hopelessness and despair that sometime arise and become healthier, happier, more
resilient members better equipped to deal with the rigors of 21st century military
life."

All base members are encouraged to visit the ARC and see what it has to offer.

"It is our hope that organizations and units across the base will want to utilize the
ARC for social and training events," Mathe said.

Air Force Week in Photos

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md. (AFNS) -- This week's photos feature Airmen around
the globe involved in activities supporting expeditionary operations and defending
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America. This weekly feature showcases the men and women of the Air Force. 

View the slideshow.

New commander takes lead in air campaign

by Airman 1st Class Jonathan Bass
20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. (AFNS) -- U.S. Air Forces Central Command has a new
leader.

In a change of command ceremony here July 11, Lt. Gen. John W. Hesterman III
took command of USAFCENT from Lt. Gen. David Goldfein.

Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the commander of U.S. Central Command, presided
over the ceremony.

"The power of the United States military is in our joint capability, our ground and
naval forces combined with a superior air component," Austin said. "It is the focus of
AFCENT to develop and strengthen the relationship of our partner nations. These are
the cornerstones of increased cooperation within the (United States Central
Command) area of responsibility."

Goldfein recognized the joint relationship of USCENTCOM, calling the Army and Navy
component commanders his "component brothers." He thanked them and said, "We
have accomplished great things together." 

Austin thanked Goldfein for his leadership of USAFCENT and its ability to project
decisive air and space power for USCENTCOM and America.

"(Goldfein) has done what is right for the unit, what is right for the United States Air
Force, for the Airmen and for their families," Austin said. "He is a team player, a
team builder, and a truly exceptional leader."

Hesterman also took a moment to thank his predecessor for his service to the
command.

"I can't think of a better guy, I can't thank you enough for what you've done with
these folks, and for making this so easy for me," Hesterman said, while speaking to
Goldfein.

Hesterman takes over an organization that works closely with its counterparts in
Southwest Asia to ensure the stability of the region. Whether serving in a combat or
humanitarian role, USAFCENT is an integral part of the nation's airpower in joint and
combined military and humanitarian operations.

"I am certain that he is the right person to lead this great organization through this
next challenging period of transformation and transition," Austin said, speaking
about Hesterman. 

Hesterman thanked many people for his success, including Chief Master Sgt. Shelina
Frey, USAFCENT command chief master sergeant, who he has been assigned with in
the past.
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"I am delighted to join my command chief, Shelina Frey, yet again," he said. "Chief
is the best we have."

Hesterman then directed his comments to the Airmen of USAFCENT.

"You've done exceptionally good work and continue to do exceptionally good work,"
he said, "I'm proud of you and proud to join you."

Hesterman is a command pilot with more than 2,200 flying hours and served as an
instructor pilot in multiple airframes, including the F-16 Fighting Falcon. He flew
during the first night of Operation Desert Storm and was the expeditionary squadron
commander for multiple operations. Recently, he has served as the USAFCENT
Deputy Combined Forces Air Component Commander. Hesterman has served in
Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the United States, while holding assignments on
the Air Staff and Joint Staff.

Goldfein will move to Washington, D.C., where he will serve as Director of the Joint
Staff.

A 5,000-mile journey to recovery

by Senior Airman Hailey Haux
86th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (AFNS) -- An active-duty Air Force crew aboard a C-
17 Globemaster III made history July 10 while flying specialized medical teams and
a patient requiring equipment never before used on board a tran-Atlantic mission. 

The spouse of an active-duty Army service member, who wishes to remain
anonymous, was being treated with extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, or
ECMO, at a local German hospital prior to being temporarily transferred to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center here for movement back to the United States.

The patient had been receiving the treatment in veno-venous mode by a German
medical staff for approximately one week prior to arriving at LRMC. ECMO is the
process of removing blood through a large vein, placing it through an oxygenator to
remove carbon dioxide, and depositing the blood back into the body through another
large vein -- a medical process similar to dialysis treatment.

ECMO teams from San Antonio Military Medical Center, a 24-person staffed hub
officially recognized as an ECMO center in May, flew to Germany to coordinate and
fly the 5000 mile specialized mission back to SAMMC in Texas, alongside LRMC
medical staff.

"ECMO is designed to replace the heart and lung function as a temporary measure to
give the body the ability to recover," said Lt. Col. David Zonies, the LRMC medical
director of the ECMO program. "Today's mission is to bring the team that is similarly
developing in the states our experience and fly together as a validation. So the next
step for the San Antonio team will be to stand alone to perform the long-range
strategic evacuations."

For order for something of this magnitude to be successful in flight, there are
several things that need to happen. Crew members said teamwork is essential.
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"We need to make sure the equipment and patient are secure while in flight," said
Maj. Michelle Langdon, the U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces Africa critical care
air-transport team lead. "It is important that the team knows their equipment and
the other people on the team and what roles they are good at."

The LRMC team first purchased ECMO equipment in 2010, using it primarily to
transport patients back from Afghanistan. This trip was the first opportunity for the
San Antonio and German-based ECMO teams to transport a patient such a far
distance.

"We have practiced this type of movement in short chunks," Langdon said. "We
anticipate what could happen and practice our responses, but there is more to
consider while transporting someone this far."

The challenges increase for medical teams when a patient is in the aircraft for an
extended period of time.

"We could have equipment failure, where we would then hand-crank the machine
until we were able to troubleshoot and get the device running again," Langdon said.
"We have little control over the environment in the back of the aircraft. It could be
hot or cold and sometimes dry, but we do our best to keep the patient as
comfortable as possible."

This ECMO capability is a breakthrough on many levels for the medical field.

"This is a huge milestone; from technology application, to team development, to
standing up ECMO capabilities both in Germany and San Antonio," said Lt. Col.
Jeremy Cannon, the SAMMC chief of trauma and ECMO medical director. "The
original vision was to maintain this capability for our combat wounded, but everyone
in the (Department of Defense) community benefits."

This program not only touches the patient but their family as well.

"We're excited that this technology is available for Soldiers and spouses alike, and
that they care as much for family members as they do for (active-duty Airmen),"
said the patient's husband. "It makes me excited and happy that this capability is
there and they're willing to do it in such a quick fashion. We were thinking the
transport (back to the U.S.) would take months, not days."

Last year alone the LRMC ECMO team made 18 trips to Afghanistan. Of those, six
patients were put on ECMO treatment prior to being taken back to Germany.

One of the Air Force's key capabilities is global reach, and this mission solidifies that
concept. According to both Zonies and Cannon, the idea is to create teams in
Europe, the U.S. and in the Pacific so there is an ability to strategically move
patients from around the globe to the central ECMO center in San Antonio.

Through Airmen's Eyes: Airman reflects on journey from maintainer to pilot

by Senior Airman Jaimi Upthegrove
482nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs
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HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE, Fla. (AFNS) -- "I remember the first time I
climbed into an F-16 (Fighting Falcon) and the canopy closed," he said. "I had my
mask on, and it was so quiet. I was amazed at how quiet and peaceful it was. At
that moment, I knew the cockpit was where I was meant to be."

To get into that cockpit, Maj. Robin Lytle had to navigate a long path.

Lytle, an F-16 pilot with the 93rd Fighter Squadron here, was born in Laredo, Texas,
and spent the better part of his youth moving around with his military family. His
father was a pilot, but initially Lytle had no intentions of becoming a pilot. 

However, he did have a calling to follow in his family's long line of military service,
which goes back three generations to his great grandfather. Lytle joined the Air
Force Reserve as a weapons loader at Bergstrom Air Force Base, Texas, after he
graduated high school in 1989. 

Life on the flightline

"I spent a day shadowing the weapons loaders at Bergstrom (AFB) and I knew it
was the job for me," Lytle said. "I just liked watching them load the bombs and
move the missiles around. I knew it was a vital job in the Air Force, and I wanted to
be a part of it."

Lytle worked on the flightline at Bergstrom AFB while attending college. For four
years he developed his skills. 

"I loved taking something that needed repair, fixing it and being able to deliver a
finished product to serve the mission," Lytle said. "I received a great amount of
satisfaction from the job."

In college, Lytle majored in aeronautics, and during his Reserve career he aspired to
become a maintenance officer. He said he earned a name for himself as a dedicated
Airman.

"I learned early on to let my work ethic speak for me," Lytle said. "The most
important thing I learned from my time on the (flightline) is that a good work ethic
is essential to earning the respect of others."

Lytle graduated with his bachelor's degree in 1995 from the University of Oklahoma.

One day, his director of operations asked him what he intended to do with his
degree. Lytle told him he wanted to become a maintenance officer. 

But one day on the flightline, Lytle's career trajectory took a turn.
Transition to the cockpit

"One morning I was sitting on an F-16 fixing a gun issue that had been giving us
trouble for a few days," Lytle said. "I watched the pilots walk out, get into their jets
and take off. As I sat there, knee deep in a gun belt, I thought to myself that I
wanted to do that."

Lytle went back to his director of operations, let him know he wanted to apply for
pilot training and started building his package to submit to the selection board. 
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"I was sweating waiting for an answer," Lytle said. "There was a lot on the line. I
really wanted it."

While waiting to hear from the board, Lytle was offered a weapons loader position as
an Air Reserve Technician at Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla. It was an
opportunity, at the time, he said he couldn't pass up. He accepted and began
moving.

Shortly after moving to Homestead, Fla., Lytle received word he'd been accepted
into pilot training.

"I was so excited when I found out I had been accepted into pilot training," Lytle
said. "Then the gravity of it all hit me, and I knew I couldn't mess up."

But before pilot training, Lytle had to first find a base that needed a new fighter
pilot. He was planning on filling a pilot slot back at Bergstrom AFB, but the base was
on the verge of closing so he had to search for a new place to begin his life in the
skies.

"I remember calling around to every fighter base, but I couldn't find a base that
would take me," Lytle said. "The director of operations at my base spoke with the
commander about my situation."

As luck would have it, the commander at his previous base was about to become the
new wing commander at Homestead ARB. Because of Lytle's reputation for his
dedication and work ethic, the commander said he'd make sure Lytle would have a
spot at Homestead ARB.

"I was meant to be at Homestead," Lytle said. 

Life in the cockpit

"I kid you not, pilot training was the most intense thing I have ever been through
because they're throwing so much information at you all at once," Lytle said. "All my
free time went to studying. Being a pilot is hard work, but it's highly rewarding
knowing you're keeping the guys on the ground safe."

According to Lt. Col. Timothy Rusch, the 93rd FS director of operations, due to his
diverse experience, Lytle truly understands what the maintainers go through, which
gives him a unique perspective as a pilot.

"My heart is on the (flightline)," Lytle said. "I really enjoy the chief of scheduling
role because I get to interact with the maintainers and it brings me one step closer
to the (flightline)."

During a recent operational readiness inspection, Lytle was key in the 93rd FS's
communications with maintenance, Rusch said. 

"He efficiently and effectively gets the job done and considers his people while he
does it," Rusch said.

Lytle said he still loves being out on the flightline and finds every possible
opportunity to get out there. He still looks back on his time as a weapons loader as
a vital asset in his career experience.
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"I know about the long hours that are involved in keeping this jet armed and
mission ready," he said. "This experience helps me be a better pilot because when
there's an issue, I have unique insight as to what might have gone wrong. I've
definitely been involved in situations where I drew from knowledge I acquired as a
weapons loader."

http://www.govdelivery.com/portals/powered-by
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Airman 1st Class Paul Rimar plays air hockey
July 11, 2013, in the new Airman Resilience
Center at Altus Air Force Base, Okla. The Airman
Resilience Center is a provided for all Airmen and
their dependents to encourage better mental,
social, physical and spiritual fitness. It has five
classrooms available for training use, an
electronic gaming area, theater and a game room.
(U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Franklin R.
Ramos) 
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First Airman Resilience
Center opens at Altus AFB
Posted 7/12/2013  Email story   Print story 

by Senior Airman Kenneth W. Norman
97th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

7/12/2013 - ALTUS AIR FORCE BASE, Okla. (AFNS) -- A new Airman
Resilience Center opened its doors during a ribbon cutting ceremony
here July 11.

The ARC is the first facility of its kind at the base. 

"The ARC includes five classrooms for training use, a theater room, a
game room and an electronic gaming area," said Tech. Sgt. Jonathan
Mathe, the 97th Air Mobility Wing NCO in charge of chapel operations. "It
also includes an interfaith chapel and religious education classrooms for
students of all ages. Airmen and their dependents will greatly appreciate
the addition of the newly renovated Airman's Attic and food pantry. These
areas help sustain our base populace through the challenges of permanent change of stations, furloughs and personal tragedies
like those experienced recently by members of our community in the apartment fire."

The ARC was the vision of Mathe and Maj. Trent Davis, the 97th AMW chaplain.

"We attended the Air Education and Training Command Chaplain Corps resilience training conference, and during a long car ride
home the concept of an ARC arose," Mathe said. "The focus of our current Airman Ministry Center seemed too small in our current
cost-conscious culture. Adding in the Airman's Attic, food pantry, and creating an open environment where Airmen, units, and other
base organizations could utilize the ARC's tremendous resources seemed vital to our vision of creating a stronger and more
resilient force."

Volunteers spent two weeks helping to make the ARC a viable resource for the entire Altus AFB community, Mathe said.

"A handful of Airmen and family members worked 16-hour days transporting supplies, reorganizing supply closets and the Airman's
Attic, and moving furniture," Mathe said. "The Airman's Attic and Airman's Ministry Center have never been more accessible and
welcoming to the Altus AFB community."

The ARC is open to all base members and their families.

"The Airman's Attic is organized to assist Airmen, technical sergeants and below," Mathe said. "The Airman's Ministry Center is
open nightly and on weekends as a resource to assist all single Airmen, senior airman and below including our student Airmen, to
help build community and support. The food pantry is available to any Airman, civilian, military or family member who may benefit
from immediate subsistence. Finally, the ARC is provided to the entire base populace to encourage better fitness in the four areas
of resilience: mental, social, physical and spiritual."

According to Mathe, the ARC houses the Airman's Ministry Center, which supports more than 1,800 students annually through
monthly dinners, trips, group studies and community service outings. It is also the center of religious education for both the Catholic
and Protestant communities, supporting more than 800 classes and 3,400 people each year. 

"The base chapel is committed to supporting the quality of life and readiness of our Airmen, students, dependents and deployers,"
Mathe said. "With the opening of the Airman's Attic and base food pantry, we hope to encourage even more Airmen as life throws
them a curve. We believe that by continuously improving fitness in the four areas of resilience, Airmen and their family members
reduce the feelings of hopelessness and despair that sometime arise and become healthier, happier, more resilient members better
equipped to deal with the rigors of 21st century military life."

All base members are encouraged to visit the ARC and see what it has to offer.

"It is our hope that organizations and units across the base will want to utilize the ARC for social and training events," Mathe said. 
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(U.S. Air Force graphic/Corey Parrish, photo/Staff
Sgt. Stephenie Wade)
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Air Force Week in Photos
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7/12/2013 - FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md. (AFNS) -- This week's
photos feature Airmen around the globe involved in activities supporting
expeditionary operations and defending America. This weekly feature
showcases the men and women of the Air Force. 

View the slideshow.
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New commander takes lead in air campaign

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123355771[2013/07/13 11:59:39]

The U.S. Air Forces Central Command guide-on is
passed to Lt. Gen. John W. Hesterman III by
presiding officer U.S. Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin,
commander U.S. Central Command, during a
change of command ceremony July 11, 2013, at
Shaw Air Force Base, S.C. Changes of command
are a military tradition representing the transfer of
responsibilities from the presiding officials to the
upcoming official. Approximately 1,000 service
members, civil servants, community leaders, and
their families, attended the event. (U.S. Air Force
photo/Airman 1st Class Ashley L. Gardner)
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in air campaign
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by Airman 1st Class Jonathan Bass
20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

7/12/2013 - SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. (AFNS) -- U.S. Air Forces
Central Command has a new leader.

In a change of command ceremony here July 11, Lt. Gen. John W.
Hesterman III took command of USAFCENT from Lt. Gen. David
Goldfein.

Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the commander of U.S. Central Command,
presided over the ceremony.

"The power of the United States military is in our joint capability, our
ground and naval forces combined with a superior air component," Austin
said. "It is the focus of AFCENT to develop and strengthen the
relationship of our partner nations. These are the cornerstones of
increased cooperation within the (United States Central Command) area
of responsibility."

Goldfein recognized the joint relationship of USCENTCOM, calling the Army and Navy component commanders his "component
brothers." He thanked them and said, "We have accomplished great things together." 

Austin thanked Goldfein for his leadership of USAFCENT and its ability to project decisive air and space power for USCENTCOM
and America.

"(Goldfein) has done what is right for the unit, what is right for the United States Air Force, for the Airmen and for their families,"
Austin said. "He is a team player, a team builder, and a truly exceptional leader."

Hesterman also took a moment to thank his predecessor for his service to the command.

"I can't think of a better guy, I can't thank you enough for what you've done with these folks, and for making this so easy for me,"
Hesterman said, while speaking to Goldfein.

Hesterman takes over an organization that works closely with its counterparts in Southwest Asia to ensure the stability of the region.
Whether serving in a combat or humanitarian role, USAFCENT is an integral part of the nation's airpower in joint and combined
military and humanitarian operations.

"I am certain that he is the right person to lead this great organization through this next challenging period of transformation and
transition," Austin said, speaking about Hesterman. 

Hesterman thanked many people for his success, including Chief Master Sgt. Shelina Frey, USAFCENT command chief master
sergeant, who he has been assigned with in the past.

"I am delighted to join my command chief, Shelina Frey, yet again," he said. "Chief is the best we have."

Hesterman then directed his comments to the Airmen of USAFCENT.

"You've done exceptionally good work and continue to do exceptionally good work," he said, "I'm proud of you and proud to join
you."

Hesterman is a command pilot with more than 2,200 flying hours and served as an instructor pilot in multiple airframes, including
the F-16 Fighting Falcon. He flew during the first night of Operation Desert Storm and was the expeditionary squadron commander
for multiple operations. Recently, he has served as the USAFCENT Deputy Combined Forces Air Component Commander.
Hesterman has served in Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the United States, while holding assignments on the Air Staff and Joint
Staff.

Goldfein will move to Washington, D.C., where he will serve as Director of the Joint Staff.
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A 5,000-mile journey to recovery

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123355765[2013/07/13 12:00:29]

A specialized medical team ensures a patient
is safe and ready for takeoff July 10, 2013, at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. An active-duty
Air Force crew made history while flying
specialized medical teams and their patient
requiring medical equipment never before used
on board a trans-Atlantic mission. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Senior Airman Hailey Haux) 
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A 5,000-mile journey to
recovery
Posted 7/12/2013  Email story   Print story 

by Senior Airman Hailey Haux
86th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

7/12/2013 - RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (AFNS) -- An active-duty Air
Force crew aboard a C-17 Globemaster III made history July 10 while flying
specialized medical teams and a patient requiring equipment never before
used on board a tran-Atlantic mission. 

The spouse of an active-duty Army service member, who wishes to remain
anonymous, was being treated with extracorporeal membrane oxygenation,
or ECMO, at a local German hospital prior to being temporarily transferred
to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center here for movement back to the United
States.

The patient had been receiving the treatment in veno-venous mode by a
German medical staff for approximately one week prior to arriving at LRMC.
ECMO is the process of removing blood through a large vein, placing it
through an oxygenator to remove carbon dioxide, and depositing the blood
back into the body through another large vein -- a medical process similar to
dialysis treatment.

ECMO teams from San Antonio Military Medical Center, a 24-person staffed hub officially recognized as an ECMO center in May,
flew to Germany to coordinate and fly the 5000 mile specialized mission back to SAMMC in Texas, alongside LRMC medical staff.

"ECMO is designed to replace the heart and lung function as a temporary measure to give the body the ability to recover," said Lt.
Col. David Zonies, the LRMC medical director of the ECMO program. "Today's mission is to bring the team that is similarly
developing in the states our experience and fly together as a validation. So the next step for the San Antonio team will be to stand
alone to perform the long-range strategic evacuations."

For order for something of this magnitude to be successful in flight, there are several things that need to happen. Crew members
said teamwork is essential.

"We need to make sure the equipment and patient are secure while in flight," said Maj. Michelle Langdon, the U.S. Air Forces in
Europe-Air Forces Africa critical care air-transport team lead. "It is important that the team knows their equipment and the other
people on the team and what roles they are good at."

The LRMC team first purchased ECMO equipment in 2010, using it primarily to transport patients back from Afghanistan. This trip
was the first opportunity for the San Antonio and German-based ECMO teams to transport a patient such a far distance.

"We have practiced this type of movement in short chunks," Langdon said. "We anticipate what could happen and practice our
responses, but there is more to consider while transporting someone this far."

The challenges increase for medical teams when a patient is in the aircraft for an extended period of time.

"We could have equipment failure, where we would then hand-crank the machine until  we were able to troubleshoot and get the
device running again," Langdon said. "We have little control over the environment in the back of the aircraft. It could be hot or cold
and sometimes dry, but we do our best to keep the patient as comfortable as possible."

This ECMO capability is a breakthrough on many levels for the medical field.

"This is a huge milestone; from technology application, to team development, to standing up ECMO capabilities both in Germany
and San Antonio," said Lt. Col. Jeremy Cannon, the SAMMC chief of trauma and ECMO medical director. "The original vision was
to maintain this capability for our combat wounded, but everyone in the (Department of Defense) community benefits."

This program not only touches the patient but their family as well.

"We're excited that this technology is available for Soldiers and spouses alike, and that they care as much for family members as
they do for (active-duty Airmen)," said the patient's husband. "It makes me excited and happy that this capability is there and they're
willing to do it in such a quick fashion. We were thinking the transport (back to the U.S.) would take months, not days."

Last year alone the LRMC ECMO team made 18 trips to Afghanistan. Of those, six patients were put on ECMO treatment prior to
being taken back to Germany.

One of the Air Force's key capabilities is global reach, and this mission solidifies that concept. According to both Zonies and
Cannon, the idea is to create teams in Europe, the U.S. and in the Pacific so there is an ability to strategically move patients from
around the globe to the central ECMO center in San Antonio.
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Through Airmen's Eyes: Airman reflects on journey from maintainer to pilot

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123355752[2013/07/13 12:01:05]

Maj. Robin Lytle began his career as a weapons
loader in 1989 at Bergstrom Air Force Base,
Texas. Lytle is a 93rd Fighter Squadron F-16
Fighting Falcon pilot and the chief of scheduling.
(U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jaimi
Upthegrove) 
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Through Airmen's Eyes:
Airman reflects on journey
from maintainer to pilot
Posted 7/12/2013  Email story   Print story 

by Senior Airman Jaimi Upthegrove
482nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

7/12/2013 - HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE, Fla. (AFNS) -- "I
remember the first time I climbed into an F-16 (Fighting Falcon) and the
canopy closed," he said. "I had my mask on, and it was so quiet. I was
amazed at how quiet and peaceful it was. At that moment, I knew the
cockpit was where I was meant to be."

To get into that cockpit, Maj. Robin Lytle had to navigate a long path.

Lytle, an F-16 pilot with the 93rd Fighter Squadron here, was born in Laredo, Texas, and spent the better part of his youth moving
around with his military family. His father was a pilot, but initially Lytle had no intentions of becoming a pilot. 

However, he did have a calling to follow in his family's long line of military service, which goes back three generations to his great
grandfather. Lytle joined the Air Force Reserve as a weapons loader at Bergstrom Air Force Base, Texas, after he graduated high
school in 1989. 

Life on the flightline

"I spent a day shadowing the weapons loaders at Bergstrom (AFB) and I knew it was the job for me," Lytle said. "I just liked
watching them load the bombs and move the missiles around. I knew it was a vital job in the Air Force, and I wanted to be a part of
it."

Lytle worked on the flightline at Bergstrom AFB while attending college. For four years he developed his skills. 

"I loved taking something that needed repair, fixing it and being able to deliver a finished product to serve the mission," Lytle said. "I
received a great amount of satisfaction from the job."

In college, Lytle majored in aeronautics, and during his Reserve career he aspired to become a maintenance officer. He said he
earned a name for himself as a dedicated Airman.

"I learned early on to let my work ethic speak for me," Lytle said. "The most important thing I learned from my time on the (flightline)
is that a good work ethic is essential to earning the respect of others."

Lytle graduated with his bachelor's degree in 1995 from the University of Oklahoma.

One day, his director of operations asked him what he intended to do with his degree. Lytle told him he wanted to become a
maintenance officer. 

But one day on the flightline, Lytle's career trajectory took a turn.

Transition to the cockpit

"One morning I was sitting on an F-16 fixing a gun issue that had been giving us trouble for a few days," Lytle said. "I watched the
pilots walk out, get into their jets and take off. As I sat there, knee deep in a gun belt, I thought to myself that I wanted to do that."

Lytle went back to his director of operations, let him know he wanted to apply for pilot training and started building his package to
submit to the selection board. 

"I was sweating waiting for an answer," Lytle said. "There was a lot on the line. I really wanted it."

While waiting to hear from the board, Lytle was offered a weapons loader position as an Air Reserve Technician at Homestead Air
Reserve Base, Fla. It was an opportunity, at the time, he said he couldn't pass up. He accepted and began moving.

Shortly after moving to Homestead, Fla., Lytle received word he'd been accepted into pilot training.

"I was so excited when I found out I had been accepted into pilot training," Lytle said. "Then the gravity of it all  hit me, and I knew I
couldn't mess up."

But before pilot training, Lytle had to first find a base that needed a new fighter pilot. He was planning on filling a pilot slot back at
Bergstrom AFB, but the base was on the verge of closing so he had to search for a new place to begin his life in the skies.

"I remember calling around to every fighter base, but I couldn't find a base that would take me," Lytle said. "The director of
operations at my base spoke with the commander about my situation."

As luck would have it, the commander at his previous base was about to become the new wing commander at Homestead ARB.
Because of Lytle's reputation for his dedication and work ethic, the commander said he'd make sure Lytle would have a spot at
Homestead ARB.
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"I was meant to be at Homestead," Lytle said. 

Life in the cockpit

"I kid you not, pilot training was the most intense thing I have ever been through because they're throwing so much information at
you all at once," Lytle said. "All my free time went to studying. Being a pilot is hard work, but it's highly rewarding knowing you're
keeping the guys on the ground safe."

According to Lt. Col. Timothy Rusch, the 93rd FS director of operations, due to his diverse experience, Lytle truly understands what
the maintainers go through, which gives him a unique perspective as a pilot.

"My heart is on the (flightline)," Lytle said. "I really enjoy the chief of scheduling role because I get to interact with the maintainers
and it brings me one step closer to the (flightline)."

During a recent operational readiness inspection, Lytle was key in the 93rd FS's communications with maintenance, Rusch said. 

"He efficiently and effectively gets the job done and considers his people while he does it," Rusch said.

Lytle said he still loves being out on the flightline and finds every possible opportunity to get out there. He still looks back on his
time as a weapons loader as a vital asset in his career experience.

"I know about the long hours that are involved in keeping this jet armed and mission ready," he said. "This experience helps me be
a better pilot because when there's an issue, I have unique insight as to what might have gone wrong. I've definitely been involved
in situations where I drew from knowledge I acquired as a weapons loader."

Comments

No comments yet.  
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It takes two
Airmen 1st Class Ryan Dirks and Christopher Pritchett inspect the rudder and vertical stabilizer on an F-15C Eagle during
training July 8, 2013, at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas. The F-15 is designed to permit the Air Force to gain and
maintain air supremacy over the battlefield. Dirks and Pritchett are assigned to the 362nd Training Squadron. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Frank Carter)
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