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NNS121109-09. MCPON Sends 2012 Veterans Day Message

By Special from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens
released the following Veterans Day message to the Fleet Nov. 9.

"Veterans, Shipmates and Navy Families,

On Veterans Day, we remember and pay tribute to those who have gone before us and say 'thank you'
to those who are currently in uniform. Since our country's beginning, there have been special men and
women willing to fight to guarantee the freedoms we hold so dear. I am honored that our Sailors
today are a part of that rich legacy. 

Our veterans represent the best of America, coming from every walk of life to make a positive impact
on our great nation. They have inspired a new generation of heroes through their amazing stories of
wars won, lives lost, valor, and patriotism. 

We should take every opportunity to recognize our veterans along with two other groups I think are
important: American citizens and the many support groups who help our veterans, service members
and Navy families. Our country is full of people dedicated to our nation who show an unwavering
commitment to our military. Our military could not do what we do without your commitment and
support. 

There is something special about the people who answer the call to service: there is courage in their
hearts that allows them to put their life on the line for the American way of life. It is about an
understanding of our shared values and making sure our children, our country's future, can be proud of
those values and be proud to call themselves Americans.

I am thankful for the sacrifices our veterans made, and for the continued efforts our Sailors and their
families make every day to preserve our liberties. May God Bless you and may God Bless the United
States of America. 

Happy Veterans Day and all the best!

Very Respectfully,
MCPON" 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, visit www.navy.mil/local/mcpon/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-01. Sailor Surprises Family with Homecoming during Jaguars Game
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By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW) Greg Johnson, Navy Region Southeast Public Affairs

JACKSONVILLE, Fla (NNS) -- One Sailor and his family especially enjoyed the Jacksonville Jaguars
hosting a military appreciation game against the Indianapolis Colts at EverBank Field, Nov. 8.

While the action on the field was the main focus for more than 60,000 screaming fans, a moment that
had nothing to do with football may have produced the loudest cheers. The entire stadium was on its
feet as Construction Mechanic 1st Class William Cook ran out of the tunnel to meet his wife and
daughters during halftime.

Cook, who is assigned to Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit (CMBU) 202 on board Naval Air
Station (NAS) Jacksonville, spent the last 10 months deployed to Afghanistan as an individual
augmentee (IA). He had not seen his family since last Christmas, and his family was completely
unaware that he was coming home. But thanks to the Jacksonville Jaguars and his chain of command,
he was able to reunite with his family earlier than expected. The event was even more special to
Williams and his family because it just happened to be his daughter's 21st birthday.

"I'm still in shock. I really never expected to see my father tonight," said Kasey, Cook's daughter. "It's
definitely a really special thing to be able to get together tonight because I didn't expect to be able to
celebrate this birthday together. But this is as good of a birthday present as I could ask for."

The military appreciation game was sponsored by the City of Jacksonville and the Jaguars as part of
the Week of Valor, a city-sponsored initiative designed to showcase Jacksonville as one of the most
military-friendly cities in the country. Cook was informed by his senior enlisted advisor about three
weeks ago that he was selected to come home early and participate in the event. He was originally
scheduled to return next week, but arrived in Jacksonville Wednesday, instead.

"The whole thing was overwhelming...it really took me by surprise," he said. "I wasn't really sure if my
daughter was going to be able to make it because she's in the process of moving, but I think it was
really cool for her to have me home for her birthday."

According to Cook, it was a real challenge to keep his family from realizing that he was still overseas
throughout the past two days, but thanks to social media, he was able to pull it off. They thought he
was in Kuwait going through the Navy's Warrior Transition Program, which is designed to ease the
transition for Sailors returning from deployment.

"Social media came into play because the guys over there kept tagging me in their posts, saying, 'Hey,
we're in Kuwait hanging out watching movies with Lt. O'Connell and Chief Berg,' you know, so we
were able to keep it a big secret until the game."

The post-deployment family reunion was the third of its kind since Cook enlisted in the Navy in 1995.
He was deployed twice previously to Iraq and Afghanistan, including a tour in 2005 where he was
awarded the Combat Action Ribbon.

A native of Hopactong, N.J., Cook said he never really considered the Navy as a career when he first
enlisted.

"I didn't have a great job, and I wanted to do something better with my life. I heard about the
Seabees, thought that it was something I could do, and I've been doing it now for 17 years. I've had
some pretty good tours, and I look at it as probably the best thing that ever happened to me," he
said.

Throughout his career, Cook has been stationed in Norfolk; Charleston, S.C.; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba;
and served multiple times in Port Hueneme, Calif., and Okinawa, Japan. He volunteered for his third IA
assignment shortly after reporting to his current position at CMBU 202.

"I was the maintenance manager for the detachment here, and I don't like sitting for too long. I heard
about these provincial reconstruction teams (PRT) that go out and do a lot of stuff with the
Department of Agriculture and USAID (United States Agency for International Development), going out
and trying to make Afghanistan a better place," he said.

After completing PRT training, Cook reported to Afghanistan, where he spent most of the past year
supporting reconstruction efforts. After 10 months, he flew into Naval Construction Battalion Center
Gulfport on Wednesday for out-processing and then on to NAS Jacksonville the following day.
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"I'm grateful for the opportunity to come home a week early, and I'd like to thank the city of
Jacksonville for making this happen," he said. "I think it's great program that the NFL (National
Football League) has with the NFL Salutes the Military. It's an honor to be selected. You don't get
many of these opportunities, and I thank them for their efforts to get me home."

Now that he is home, Cook is looking to take some time off and relax, but life at home also comes
with its own challenges, he said.

"I'm planning on taking a lot of time off, but I do have a kitchen to remodel, and my wife is waiting
for me to get home and get on that. I've got a back yard to finish up and some housework to do, but
I thoroughly enjoy doing that stuff, so I'm looking forward to getting started."

For more news from Navy Region Southeast, visit www.navy.mil/local/nrse. 
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121108-16. USS Bataan Marches On in Honor of the Fallen

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, Navy Public Affairs Support Element
Det. Southeast

MAYPORT, Fla (NNS) -- Sailors and Marines paid homage to two survivors of the WWII Bataan Death
March during a ceremony held aboard USS Bataan (LHD 5) as a part of the city of Jacksonville's Week
of Valor, Nov. 8.

"This ship was commissioned in 1997 to honor the sacrifices of those who have gone before us," said
Capt. Erik Ross, commanding officer of USS Bataan. 

The ceremony honored Donato Abalos and Patricio Ganio, both of whom marched nearly 60-miles
during a forcible transfer of more than 70,000 Filipino and American prisoners of war by the Imperial
Japanese Army. The march followed the three-month Battle of Bataan in the Philippines. 

"These two individuals sacrificed," said Ross. "Their dedication, their courage, their perseverance, and
most remarkable in my opinion, their humility in a time where humility is rare. Both of you are true
heroes."

During the march, many prisoners died from abuse, murder or exhaustion while others were not given
food or water until they had reached Balanga, the capital of Bataan. These acts of heroism were not
lost on the crew attending the ceremony.

"I felt very honored to see them because everything they went through was extremely dangerous,"
said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Apprentice Elizabeth Blanco. "The reason why we
honor them today is not only because our ship is named after their struggle, but because there is a
sense of pride and you have to be proud. Being in the Navy I am proud to serve my country, proud to
wear the uniform. Whether it's speaking to others about serving in the military or working long hours
during flight operations. I want to thank them for giving us an example to do the same. I am happy to
be here." 

After the ceremony, the service members were able shake hands with the survivors and many were
moved by the experience.

"I was extremely humbled and honored to be in the presence of real war heroes that in these days you
don't come across that to much," said Lance Cpl. Ian Delacruz stationed in Camp Lejuene, N.C. "To
have the opportunity to hear what they have gone through and survived is very heartwarming. I'm
infantry so our job is to be on the frontlines and put ourselves at risk. To hear what they have done,
I'm just honored to be able to shake their hands and when I did, I don't know if this is the right way
to say it, but it just felt right. I feel like we are in the same line of work and they are my
predecessors. I'm proud to be here today to pick up were they left off."

The Battan is the second ship to be named in honor of the march. The first was USS Bataan (CVL-
29/AVT-4), which was originally planned as USS Buffalo, but was renamed on June 2, 1942 after the
tragedy occurred.

http://www.navy.mil/local/nrse
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A translator added that Ganio and Abalos were proud to be recognized after all of these years and
were very thankful for the opportunity to there.

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element Detachment Southeast, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacendetse/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121108-18. Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators Tour Bataan

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Erin Lea Boyce, USS Battan Public Affairs

MAYPORT, Fla (NNS) -- Players from the University of Florida Gators and Georgetown University Hoyas
men's basketball team toured the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), Nov. 8.

The teams will play in the Navy Marine Corps Classic basketball game held on the ship's flight deck,
Nov. 9, during the City of Jacksonville's Week of Valor while the ship is in port Naval Station Mayport.

The tour was a rare opportunity for both the players and the Sailors aboard Bataan.

"It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience," said Brandon Bolden, power forward for the Georgetown
University Hoyas. "Not many people get to stand on top of the flight deck who are not part of the
Navy. I'm soaking it in."

The ship's crew got a chance to meet the players as they toured the ship's hangar bay and flight deck.

"It was really exciting," said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Jarrett Keller, a Bataan
Sailor. "It is good to meet all the players and I think it is just as cool for them to meet us."

The teams learned more about the ship they will be competing on.

"We wanted the players to embrace being able to play basketball here, and also what Bataan is about,
her capabilities, and being in this Navy environment," said Ensign Romeo Garcia, a Bataan tour guide.

The basketball players are curious about how the upcoming game will turn out with the court being in
this unique location.

"I'm just trying to get used to being in here, standing on a ship on the water, and playing on a court
that's not on the ground," said Bolden. "The warm-up is going to tell us how the game is going to be."

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element Detachment Southeast, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacendetse/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-06. Southeast Region Sailors, Veterans Support Week of Valor

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Greg Johnson, Navy Region Southeast Public Affairs

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (NNS) -- More than 50 active-duty service members and veterans from Naval Air
Station Jacksonville, Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Naval Station Mayport and other area military
commands visited 70 elementary, middle and high school classrooms Nov. 5-9 in support of the Week
of Valor.

The city-sponsored initiative, Week of Valor, is designed to showcase Jacksonville as one of the most
military-friendly cities in the country.

Volunteers visited classrooms in small groups and spoke to students about what it means to serve in

http://www.navy.mil/
http://www.facebook.com/usnavy
http://www.twitter.com/usnavy
http://www.navy.mil/local/pacendetse/
http://www.navy.mil/
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http://www.twitter.com/usnavy
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the military. They also stressed the importance of observing Veterans Day. According to Suzanne
Speight, a public affairs specialist with Navy Region Southeast who coordinated the visits, the efforts of
those who volunteered are invaluable to maintaining a good relationship with the community.

"The Navy and the military are such a big part of the First Coast community and it is so important for
people to know who we are and what we do," she said. 

Speight said she appreciated the efforts of service members from Blount Island Command and Coast
Guard Sector Jacksonville, as well. 

"This was a tremendous joint effort with Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen, along with veterans
from the retired community," she said.

Throughout the week, the groups spoke to students in dozens of schools, sharing personal experiences
in the military, views on Veterans Day and their own school-day experiences. They also answered
hundreds of questions about their careers and the military in general. 

"We were treated to a wonderful Veterans Day presentation during our community's Week of Valor,"
said Khaki Hager, an eighth-grade history teacher at Mandarin Middle School. "Lieutenant Wilhelm,
Lieutenant Commander Lazenka and Lieutenant Verducci spoke to our team of students and gave a
fantastic presentation filled with valuable information. Our students learned so much and we know they
are better prepared today for their futures."

Southeast Region Master Chief Mack Ellis said he takes great pride in knowing that his Sailors had a
positive impact on the students.

"In my opinion, our Sailors and Marines wear the cloth of our nation. We're role models and mentors
for our youth," he said. "We need to realize the impact and the difference we can make by providing
inspiration to the youth of our country. They are our future leaders and we need to be at the forefront
of their development."

Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown spoke in a similar tone during his opening remarks at a military
appreciation luncheon Nov. 8.

"Our military and veterans community already has given so much to our nation. It's an inspiring sight
to see these brave men and women continue to give back in our schools," Brown said. "This outreach
effort is about pairing the leaders of today with the leaders of tomorrow."

He also expressed his gratitude to the 900-plus veterans, active duty military members and military
leaders in attendance.

"It's always a humbling thought to think about the sacrifices made by the men and women of our
military," Brown said. "I'm honored to work with so many dedicated business leaders and community
partners to say thank you for their service and dedication."

This year's Week of Valor was the first time Jacksonville has hosted such an event, but the city plans
to make it an annual occasion. In addition to school speaking engagements, the Week of Valor also
featured a military appreciation luncheon, a job fair, a Veterans Day Parade, the Navy-Marine Corps
Carrier Classic college basketball game between Florida and Georgetown aboard USS Bataan (LHD 5),
and a military appreciation football game between the Jacksonville Jaguars and Indianapolis Colts.

For more news from Navy Region Southeast, visit www.navy.mil/local/nrse/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-05. NeL Afloat Records More Than 200,000 Course Completions During FY12

By Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs

PENSACOLA, Fla. (NNS) -- Naval Education and Training Command, announced Nov. 8, the Navy's
Web-based training system, Navy e-Learning (NeL), set a record in Fiscal Year 2012 for the most
course completions by afloat units.

Nearly 217,000 course completions were recorded by 191 ships and submarines during the year.

http://www.navy.mil/local/nrse/
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"As we work to constantly improve the afloat side of Navy e-Learning, and we are seeing increased
usage and better results as this application matures," said Hank Reeves, NeL project director. "We've
seen steady increases in usage and availability each year since the inception of NeL in 2001"

NeL afloat offers more than 1,600 courses, ranging from Information Assurance Awareness training
required of all Sailors to hull-specific training for individual units.

The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) was one of the top NeL afloat performers in 2012 with
more than 19,000 course completions. 

Lt. Cmdr. Kevin Halfacre is Vinson's training officer and appreciates the flexibility that NeL offers his
Sailors.

"Our crew is able to complete all of their required General Military Training (GMT) courses using NeL
and that helps us manage our schedule while underway or pierside," said Halfacre. "We don't have to
schedule classes, classrooms or instructors onboard; the flexibility and 24/7 availability of courses
through NeL afloat works very well for us."

The computer server hosting NeL afloat is resident onboard each platform and runs independently
without a constant Internet connection. When connectivity is available, the server can transfer
information back to the shore side for updating Sailors' Electronic Training Jackets (ETJ) and
transmitting the latest training and personnel information. NeL software and courseware updates are
pushed to afloat units on a monthly basis. Each month, ships receive 50 to 100 new courses via
training amendment packages.

"Navy e-Learning is a great tool for Sailors onboard aircraft carriers. It allows them to complete
required shipboard training such as the Damage Control Petty Officer (DCPO) course. But, it also
supports their personal and professional development by offering Professional Military Education and
foreign language courses," said Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gregor, Aircraft Carrier Training Readiness Officer for
Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Although online courses are available on all of the Navy's sea-going platforms, operational limitations
can vary system performance throughout the fleet.

"Due to the nature of the submarine operating environment and bandwidth limitations of submarine
communications networks, NeL is challenged to provide the same quality of service experienced by
other fleet Sailors," said Mark Steele, knowledge manager for Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic.
"We are optimistic, however, that with hardware upgrades and the development of tailored software
solutions, we are headed in the right direction to optimize the NeL experience for our submarine
Sailors."

On the ashore side, the NeL environment consists of a comprehensive catalog of distance learning
course offerings available internationally to Active and Reserve component Navy military personnel,
DoN civilians, contractors, dependents and retirees. The catalog currently contains more than 8,000
courses (including the 1,600 available through NeL afloat), and supports Navy "A" and "C" schools with
content and learning management services.

"As NeL continues to grow, we look forward to improved performance from both the shore and afloat
versions," said Reeves. "Our ultimate goal is to have the same connectivity and performance for
Sailors regardless of where they are located, providing the training that the fleet needs."

The acquisition effort to modernize Navy e-Learning (NeL) capabilities is called the Enterprise Training
Management Delivery System (ETMDS). The ETMDS modernization represents a significant upgrade to
existing shore-side NeL capabilities and offers a pathway for introducing additional capabilities in the
areas of Total Force workforce management and development. The system is currently in the testing
phase.

To visit the full Navy e-Learning catalog, click on the NKO Web site at https://www.nko.navy.mil and
after logging in, click on 'Navy e-learning online courses' under the 'learning' tab on the top right of
the page.

For more news from Naval Education and Training Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/cnet/.  
-USN-
-USN-
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NNS121109-08. Training Squadrons Complete Truman Embark

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonnie Hobby, Harry S. Truman Strike Group Public Affairs

ATLANTIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Student naval aviators from various training squadrons completed their first
carrier landings aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) Nov. 5 to begin their carrier
qualifications (CQs).

Sailors from the "Eagles" of Training Squadron (VT) 7, the "Tigers" of VT-9, the "Redhawks" of VT-21
and the "Golden Eagles" of VT-22 embarked aboard Truman to conduct their first "traps," or landings.

"We are here to guide the students as they make their first landings," said Lt. Cmdr. Dave Shuster,
VT-9's operations officer and landing signal officer (LSO). "They were all alone in the cockpit when they
trapped for the first time, we were here to ease their minds and mitigate the nervousness of seeing a
moving runway."

Even though their first carrier landings were intimidating, Shuster said, the prospective pilots cast aside
their anxiety long enough to successfully complete their first traps.

"It was very exciting and terrifying at the same time," said Lt. j.g. Jason Barnes, a student naval
aviator from VT-21. "The runway is a lot smaller than what we're used to and it's moving. It was an
odd feeling to land aboard a carrier, but I can definitely see myself doing it for 20 years."

"Landing aboard a carrier for the first time was pretty intense," said Marine 1st Lt. Jared Shaker, a
student naval aviator for VT-22. "I was expecting it to be challenging and the landing definitely lived
up to my expectations. It's an experience that can't be simulated."

The student aviators operate the T-45C Goshawk, the U.S. Navy's version of the British Aerospace
Hawk that is used for intermediate and advanced portions of the Navy and Marine Corps pilot training
program for jet carrier aviation and tactical strike missions.

The Goshawk is outfitted with an integrated training system which includes the aircraft, operations and
instrument fighter simulators, academics and training integration system.

Student naval aviators are typically assigned to a training squadron for one year before they transfer
to fleet replacement squadrons (FRS), where they will learn to operate aircraft they will be utilizing in
the fleet.

"We train the student naval aviators to get their wings," said Shuster. "We teach them about carrier
aviation by providing specialized training based on our experience in the fleet. Our job is to get them
ready before they transfer to their FRS."

To achieve their carrier qualifications, the students must perform 10 traps and four touch-and-gos over
the span of two days.

"The standard is high, and we have the best training in the world to help us meet that standard," said
Shaker. "You can't do this type of flying anywhere else in the world, and I'm glad I get to be part of
it."
Shuster said being aboard Truman gives the students a chance to get comfortable with underway flight
operations.

"These students are preparing for a very important job," said Shuster. "They will eventually be
carrying out a primary mission of an aircraft carrier through power projection, which is vital to war-
fighting efforts, so efficiency and experience are key."

The squadron members expressed gratitude for the chance to embark aboard Truman to complete
their qualifications.

"We all appreciate the opportunity to land on the ship and we are grateful to the crew for supporting
us," Shaker said. "Truman's crew has been very professional and helpful. We couldn't ask for a better
ship to train these pilots."

For more news from USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn75/.  

http://www.navy.mil/local/cvn75/
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NNS121109-11. NEX Bethesda Opens the Doors to New Store

By Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs

Virginia Beach, VA (NNS) -- Naval Support Activity Bethesda (NSAB) is opening its brand new Navy
Exchange (NEX), Nov. 10, 

The 150,000 sq. ft.2 story store underwent a $52.8 million, 22 month rebuild where the old NEX was
torn down to make room for the new store. The new store features wider aisles for easier access as
well lower fixture profiles for better visibility and to accommodate all shoppers. 

The NEX now carries merchandise lines that weren't available previously including children's clothing,
sports and fitness equipment and major appliances. There are also Ralph Lauren, Michael Kors, Brooks
Brothers, Apple and Sony concept shops within the store. For added convenience, customers will find a
Things Remembered, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) pharmacy and a Navy
Federal Credit Union as well. 

"While we will always carry a wide variety of products in all price ranges, NEX Bethesda now carries
some brands that aren't found in any other NEX," said Rick Pimentel, General Manager, NEX Bethesda.
"Some of those brands include Bobbi Brown cosmetics and Brahmin handbags."

Also new at the NEX is a 175 seat food court featuring Panda Express as well as the first America's
Taco Shop and Subway Cafe at any NEX worldwide. The Subway Cafe will offer a full Subway menu in
addition to different sandwich options, baked goods and coffee items.

A two-level parking garage with more than 500 spaces was also built adjacent to the NEX to ensure
customers can find a place to park. The parking garage features two electric vehicle charging stations
and spaces reserved specifically for Eco friendly, low emissions vehicles, another first for a NEX.

NEX Bethesda, Md., was designed and constructed to the LEED (TM) Gold standard. Among its many
efficient design features is 52,000 square feet of vegetated "green" roof which will serve to better
insulate the facility as well as minimizing storm water runoff. Captured rainwater will be used for
irrigation and plumbing fixtures have been designed to reduce annual water use by 65 percent. The
store was built with natural lighting open windows to reduce lighting and electricity usage and LED
lighting was placed throughout the building.

"I know the past 22 months were difficult for our customers; having a limited NEX presence," said
Pimentel. "But the NEX is now back and better than ever. I know our customers are going to love what
they see."

For more news from Navy Exchange Service Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/nexcom/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-02. Makin Island Leadership Stresses Responsible Driving During the Holiday Season

By Seaman Matthew J. Hill, USS Makin Island Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- As Sailors and their families get ready for the upcoming holiday season, the
leadership of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) kicked off a safe driving campaign
with the construction of a powerful display on the pier near the ship, Nov. 6.

Personnel from Makin Island's Safety department coordinated the delivery and placement of a wrecked
Sport Utility Vehicle on the pier to remind Sailors not to drink and drive, not to text and drive, and to
follow the rules of the road during the upcoming holiday season.

"The point of the display is to raise awareness that drunk driving, texting and driving, and distracted
driving have serious consequences," said Lt. Harriet Johnson, Makin Island's safety officer.

Johnson said she hopes Makin Island Sailors will take time to think about their own driving habits, as

http://www.navy.mil/local/nexcom/
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well as take an extra moment to help prevent accidents during the holiday season.

According to the Naval Safety Center's website, 42 Sailors were killed in privately owned vehicle
accidents during fiscal year 2012.

"I hope that people see the extent of the damage done to the car and understand what can happen
when bad decisions are made behind the wheel," said Aviation Ordnanceman 2nd Class Brandon
Starkey, assigned to Makin Island's safety department.

Starkey said he worked with a local towing company to find the vehicle, which was wrecked Labor Day
weekend, and bring it to the ship. He said he hopes it will be a blunt reminder for Sailors to make
good decisions when driving.

"Safe driving is a year round concern," said Starkey. "But around the holidays, it is especially
important to get the word out."

Improving readiness and safety are two key elements of the Secretary of the Navy's 21st Century
Sailor and Marine initiative.

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship to
deploy using a hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique propulsion system, the ship
saved over $15 million in fuel costs and the Navy expects to see fuel cost savings of more than $250
million, over the course of the ship's lifecycle. Lessons learned during Makin Island's maiden
deployment prove the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and conservation, and will positively
influence future ship designs for several decades.

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and Marine Corps that will enable the Department of
the Navy to achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve our energy security and
efficiency afloat and ashore, increase our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a clean
energy economy. 

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-10. Naval War College Student Tells Returning Veterans to Meet Civilian Life Challenges

By Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs

NEWPORT, R.I. (NNS) -- Lt. Col. William Wando, USMC, a student at the College of Naval Warfare,
Naval War College, was a keynote speaker, Nov. 8, at the 2nd annual Armed Forces Recognition Day
ceremony at the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) Newport County campus.

Wando spoke about his Marine Corps experience, the challenges that veterans face upon returning to
civilian life, and the values of leadership on and off the campus.

"A lot of people before me and those who will serve after me had to make this transition from a very
structured environment in the military to civilian life," he said.

"A civilian life that may have few rules and little structure can be a challenge," he said.

The ceremony included the unveiling of a plaque honoring the men and women from Rhode Island who
have given their lives during combat operations in support of the War on Terror since September 11,
2001. The CCRI Student Veterans Organization co-sponsored the event in the campus auditorium.

During the ceremony, the names were read of the 27 service members from Rhode Island who died
during those operations.

Following a moment of silence, a flag folding ceremony was conducted by members of a Marine color
guard and flag detail, Inspector and Instructor, General Support Motor Transport Company, 6th Motor
Transport Battalion, Providence, R.I.

The flag was presented to Gold Star parent, Lynn St. Germain-Lundh. Her son, Sgt. Brian R. St.
Germain, Rhode Island Army National Guard, was one of the names read.

http://www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/
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"Always remember that when you attend an institution of higher learning someone paid the price for
you to express yourself without fear of persecution," Wando said.

Wando said there was value for veterans to participate in the discourse on campus, especially with
their professors who may be voicing a point of view that no one agrees with.

"You should be providing that leadership using the Socratic method of having an exchange of ideas,"
Wando said. 

"You can continue to serve as a valuable leader both in uniform as well as out of uniform," he said.

"Your experience and viewpoint are extremely important to the discourse on campus," he said,

Wando said visits to Arlington National Cemetery have always been an emotional experience because
of his friends who have been laid to rest there.

Some veteran students representing all branches of the armed forces, who attend CCRI were present
at the ceremony. Other speakers included Newport mayor Harry Winthrop; State Rep. Raymond
Gallison Jr., of Bristol/Portsmouth, chair, House Veterans' Affairs Committee; Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Lee
Hardgrove, USA, retired; and retired Navy Capt. Bob Shea, CCRI vice president for business affairs.

For more news from Naval Station Newport, visit www.navy.mil/local/nsnewport/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121109-07. Naval Base San Diego; USS Halsey featured in "The Last Ship"

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Production crews completed nearly two weeks of filming for the pilot episode of
"The Last Ship", executive produced by Michael Bay, onboard Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) and the
Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) Nov. 2. 

Production teams filmed on board NBSD and Halsey in order to capture this post-apocalyptic story of
Capt. Tom Chandler and the crew of USS Nathan James (DDG 151).

Assistant Director Basti Van Der Woude, who previously worked on the feature film "Battleship", says
that his appreciation for the U.S. Navy has grown even stronger at the conclusion of this initial stage of
production. 

"We are so thankful to the Navy for their hard work and cooperation. It is so impressive to see this
much hardware in one place. I have the utmost respect for Sailors who have to be out to sea for
months at a time," said Van Der Woude. 

The crew of Halsey has deployed twice in the past two years and has completed a compressed training
cycle and ship's restricted availability (SRA), but supporting this television production has been another
way for the ship to stay involved and positively represent the fleet. 

"We hope to offer a depiction that represents all Sailors. For us being selected is fun because it shows
a balance between the crew's ability to execute maintenance and to continue to perform operationally
while still placing war fighting first. Onboard it doesn't feel much different than if we were in the
middle of a CMAV [continuous maintenance availability] or an SRA," said USS Halsey Commanding
Officer Cmdr. Michael Weeldreyer.

Halsey crewmember Operations Specialist 1st Class Shayla Dalton-Bennet, who played an extra in
scenes filmed on the flight deck and inside the ship's Combat Information Center, echoed the captain's
sentiments.

"For the Halsey it's actually amazing for us. In two years we've done back to back deployments, and
the crew has worked really hard and we received the battle E this year. We're just happy that we were
chosen," she said.

Despite the challenges of facilitating nearly 200 production requests through various NBSD and

http://www.navy.mil/local/nsnewport/
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Commander, Surface Forces entities, Navy public affairs representatives consider this project a success.

"This is good for Naval Base San Diego and the Navy as a whole because we have a unique
opportunity to give the public a glimpse into the inner workings of the Navy that they wouldn't get
otherwise. The Sailors on board USS Halsey and Naval Base San Diego have been amazing. We could
not have done this without their help, and feel extremely fortunate to work with this ship and base,"
said Navy Office of Information West's Lt. j.g. Robyn Gerstenslager.

For more news from Naval Base San Diego, visit www.navy.mil/local/NBSD/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121108-20. Branch Health Clinic Bangor Sports Medicine (S.M.A.R.T.) Clinic opens Nov. 13

From Branch Health Clinic Bangor 

SILVERDALE, Wash. (NNS) -- The inaugural Sports Medicine And Rehabilitation Team (S.M.A.R.T.)
Clinic serving the Navy in the Pacific Northwest will open at Branch Health Clinic Bangor for walk-ins,
Nov. 13. 

The only one of its kind for Sailors in Navy Region Northwest, the BHC Bangor SMART clinic will
provide patient-centered care for acute and chronic musculoskeletal problems that are non-surgical
and/or pre-surgical to preserve health and maintain readiness. The clinic also has the capability to
perform physical therapy, with chiropractic care and occupational therapy services pending.

The Sports Medicine provider is Dr. Peter Lundblad, M.D., who is Board certified in Family Medicine and
holds a Certificate of Added Qualifications in Sports Medicine (CAQSM), from the American Board of
Family Medicine.

The BHC Bangor S.M.A.R.T. clinic will provide active duty personnel and their dependents with require
expert musculoskeletal evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of non-surgical and pre-surgical
musculoskeletal problems, including joint injections as needed and surgical referral as required.

Eligible beneficiaries include active duty Sailors, Marines, area Coast Guard personnel, Army personnel
assigned aboard Navy regional commands, and family members of active duty locally enrolled in
TRICARE.

Consults can currently be sent to the SMART clinic for eligible beneficiaries. Primary providers can
locate the clinic under the name "S Sports Medicine" in the electronic health record system. Active duty
personnel with acute injuries (that occurred over the previous 24-48 hours) are able to walk-in for
evaluation and treatment daily at 7:30 a.m. and Mon/Wed/Friday at 1 p.m. beginning November 13,
2012 while active duty family members enrolled to the Branch Health Clinic Bangor care welcome to
call for a same day appointment.

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Naval Hospital Bremerton, visit www.navy.mil/local/nhb/.  
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS121108-19. Royal Saudi Navy Observes Training at RTC

By Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs

GREAT LAKES, Ill. (NNS) -- Royal Saudi Naval Force members, in conjunction with, the Naval Education
and Training Security Assistance Field Activity (NETSAFA) toured the Navy's only boot camp, Recruit
Training Command (RTC), Nov. 7.

The visiting group consisted of seven naval officers from the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who toured RTC
to observe Navy training and see how civilians are transformed into Sailors.

NETSAFA, located at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., is the U.S. Navy's agent for international
training. They coordinate and supply training support to international governments and organizations.

http://www.navy.mil/local/NBSD/
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As a field activity of the Naval Education and Training Command (NETC), NETSAFA serves as a focal
point for all security assistance training program issues, coordination and advice within the U.S. Navy.
NETSAFA is an integral part of the Navy International Programs Office (Navy IPO). 

The tour included Battle Stations 21, which is the culmination of eight weeks of training by recruits.
Battle Stations 21 is a grueling 12-hour test of a recruit's skills in several shipboard scenarios,
including firefighting, combating flooding and transporting casualties. It is held on board the 210-foot-
long Arleigh Burke-class destroyer replica, USS Trayer (BST-21), the Navy's largest simulator. 

Rear Adm. Dawi Mohammed Saad Al-Otaibi was the ranking officer of the visiting delegation. He and
his officers are involved and responsible for their navy's training in Saudi Arabia. Being able to
compare training at RTC, along with follow-on instruction at "A" and "C" schools around the United
States, with the training in Saudi Arabia is a major reason for the visit and for the NETSAFA course. 

"What we have seen is a wonderful thing," said Al-Otaibi. "I was most impressed with Battle Stations
21 and the USS Trayer. We are very excited about our visit and I'm sure we will be able to benefit
from what we have learned and seen here."

The visiting officers are part of the Saudi Arabia navy's Technical Institute of Naval Tactics and the
admiral is responsible for their recruit and follow-on training.

"They've come over here to get some ideas about our training and take back those ideas and adjust
their training based on what they have seen here," said Jack Malley, NETSAFA country program
manager assistant who was escorting the Saudi delegation.

NETSAFA classes also are given the opportunity to see officer training at the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md., visit Officer Training Command (OTC) at Naval Station Newport, R.I., tour other
secondary enlisted training at learning centers on Navy bases around the country, observe reserve
training and see how recruiting is accomplished in the Navy.

NETSAFA is a five-week course held at Naval Air Station Pensacola. Courses are held three times each
year and class size can range from 10 to 20 foreign officers and senior enlisted. Each course includes
trips to Navy and Marine Corps bases around the country to observe training up close.

"The course and visits to RTC are very important," said Malley. "It's part of an overall process in policy
and strategy that we have with our international partners." 

The Saudi officers also visited the USS Missouri Small Arms Marksmanship Trainer (SAMT) on RTC.
While there they had the opportunity to see how recruits learn to handle and fire the Navy's standard
issue M9 Berretta pistol and the Mossberg 500 12-gauge shotgun. SAMT uses red laser lights and
pneumatic air to simulate the firing and hits on a computer target. After visiting SAMT they observed
how recruits take their weapons familiarization and apply it firing actual weapons in the USS Wisconsin
Live Fire Indoor Range. 

Before visiting SAMT and USS Wisconsin the delegation toured the largest building on RTC, the
Freedom Hall Physical Fitness Trainer. The massive 173,000-square-foot three story structure is where
every year more than 35,000 recruits run their Physical Fitness Assessments (PFA), work out and hold
Captain's Cup competition.

"This is a great opportunity to reach out to different regions in the world and show them what we do
and how we train," said Gunner's Mate 1st Class David Stevens, the leading petty officer of SAMT. "It's
also great to show off RTC and especially SAMT because we have such a great facility and a great
training environment." 

The delegation also visited a recruit barracks, or ship, to see where recruits live, study and eat. They
ended their visit at RTC's in-processing building where recruits begin their Navy careers, then a stop at
the USS Indianapolis Combat Training Pool where recruits pass their third class swim qualifications and
finally a visit to the USS Chief Fire Fighting Trainer where recruits learn about damage control and how
to fight and extinguish shipboard fires. 

"I am looking to take back everything we have seen here at RTC and to see ways we can implement
some of this training in our navy," said Al-Otaibi.

For more information about RTC, visit http://www.bootcamp.navy.mil/.  

http://www.bootcamp.navy.mil/
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For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Naval Service Training Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/greatlakes/.  

NNS121109-12. Current All Hands Update

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute newscast
and three one-minute newscasts.

Two-minute newscast-
- U.S., Canadian Naval Forces Take to the Ice
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17778  
http://youtu.be/WfqUZNRDekA  

First one-minute newscast-
- Headlines for November 9th, 2012: Cutlass Express 2012 Wraps Up; Sailor Surprises Family at
Jacksonville Jaguars Game
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17779  
http://youtu.be/rn5rx7hcUt4  

Second one-minute newscast-
- Navy Honors Bataan Death March Survivors On Board USS Bataan
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17780  
http://youtu.be/bN-Z0iaOVFo  

Third one-minute newscast-
- Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators Basketball Players Tour USS Bataan
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17782  
http://youtu.be/lfNt-2oPPRM  

Defense Media Activity-Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU) newscasts each day - one
two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day and
evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS) satellite television service available aboard 160 ships of the fleet
and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule for air times.
AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Service
(AFRTS).
-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

NNS020710-13. This Day in Naval History - Nov. 09

From the Navy News Service

1921 - USS Olympia arrives at the Washington Navy Yard from France carrying the body of the
Unknown Soldier for internment at Arlington National Cemetery.
1950 - Task Force 77 makes first attack on the Yalu River bridges. In first engagement between MIG-
15 and F9F jets (USS Philippine Sea, CV 47), Lt. Cmdr. William T. Amen (VF-111) shoots down a MIG
and becomes first Navy pilot to shoot down a jet aircraft.
1956 - Secretary of the Navy proposes the Polaris missile program to the Secretary of Defense.

-USN-
-USN-
-USN-

Navy News Service is the official news wire service of the U.S. Navy, containing stories recently posted
to the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. It is a product of the Defense Media Navy - 6700 Taylor Rd.,
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Fort Meade, MD 20755. Reprints should be credited to the Navy News Service (NNS).

For the latest in Navy news from around the fleet, visit www.navy.mil.  

For all Navy-related questions, review the FAQs posted at www.navy.mil or visit www.history.navy.mil.
  

Media queries should be directed to the Navy News Desk at (703) 697-5342 .
-USN-

http://www.navy.mil/
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.govdelivery.com/portals/powered-by


MCPON Sends 2012 Veterans Day Message

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70572[2012/11/11 19:56:52]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

Tweet

A  A  A      

Like 1.6k

MCPON Sends 2012 Veterans Day
Message
Story Number: NNS121109-09 Release Date: 11/9/2012 12:07:00 PM

By Special from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D.
Stevens released the following Veterans Day message to the Fleet Nov. 9.

"Veterans, Shipmates and Navy Families,

On Veterans Day, we remember and pay tribute to those who have gone before us and say
'thank you' to those who are currently in uniform. Since our country's beginning, there have been
special men and women willing to fight to guarantee the freedoms we hold so dear. I am honored
that our Sailors today are a part of that rich legacy. 

Our veterans represent the best of America, coming from every walk of life to make a positive
impact on our great nation. They have inspired a new generation of heroes through their amazing
stories of wars won, lives lost, valor, and patriotism. 

We should take every opportunity to recognize our veterans along with two other groups I think
are important: American citizens and the many support groups who help our veterans, service
members and Navy families. Our country is full of people dedicated to our nation who show an
unwavering commitment to our military. Our military could not do what we do without your
commitment and support. 

There is something special about the people who answer the call to service: there is courage in
their hearts that allows them to put their life on the line for the American way of life. It is about
an understanding of our shared values and making sure our children, our country's future, can be
proud of those values and be proud to call themselves Americans.

I am thankful for the sacrifices our veterans made, and for the continued efforts our Sailors and
their families make every day to preserve our liberties. May God Bless you and may God Bless
the United States of America. 

Happy Veterans Day and all the best!

Very Respectfully,
MCPON" 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.
> 
For more news from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, visit www.navy.mil/local/mcpon/.
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Sailor Surprises Family With
Homecoming During Jaguars Game
Story Number: NNS121109-01 Release Date: 11/9/2012 9:57:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW) Greg Johnson, Navy Region Southeast Public Affairs

JACKSONVILLE, Fla (NNS) -- One Sailor and his family especially enjoyed the Jacksonville Jaguars
hosting a military appreciation game against the Indianapolis Colts at EverBank Field, Nov. 8.

While the action on the field was the main focus for more than 60,000 screaming fans, a moment
that had nothing to do with football may have produced the loudest cheers. The entire stadium
was on its feet as Construction Mechanic 1st Class William Cook ran out of the tunnel to meet his
wife and daughters during halftime.

Cook, who is assigned to Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit (CMBU) 202 on board Naval Air
Station (NAS) Jacksonville, spent the last 10 months deployed to Afghanistan as an individual
augmentee (IA). He had not seen his family since last Christmas, and his family was completely
unaware that he was coming home. But thanks to the Jacksonville Jaguars and his chain of
command, he was able to reunite with his family earlier than expected. The event was even more
special to Williams and his family because it just happened to be his daughter's 21st birthday.

"I'm still in shock. I really never expected to see my father tonight," said Kasey, Cook's daughter.
"It's definitely a really special thing to be able to get together tonight because I didn't expect to
be able to celebrate this birthday together. But this is as good of a birthday present as I could ask
for."

The military appreciation game was sponsored by the City of Jacksonville and the Jaguars as part
of the Week of Valor, a city-sponsored initiative designed to showcase Jacksonville as one of the
most military-friendly cities in the country. Cook was informed by his senior enlisted advisor
about three weeks ago that he was selected to come home early and participate in the event. He
was originally scheduled to return next week, but arrived in Jacksonville Wednesday, instead.

"The whole thing was overwhelming...it really took me by surprise," he said. "I wasn't really sure
if my daughter was going to be able to make it because she's in the process of moving, but I
think it was really cool for her to have me home for her birthday."

According to Cook, it was a real challenge to keep his family from realizing that he was still
overseas throughout the past two days, but thanks to social media, he was able to pull it off.
They thought he was in Kuwait going through the Navy's Warrior Transition Program, which is
designed to ease the transition for Sailors returning from deployment.

"Social media came into play because the guys over there kept tagging me in their posts, saying,
'Hey, we're in Kuwait hanging out watching movies with Lt. O'Connell and Chief Berg,' you know,
so we were able to keep it a big secret until the game."

The post-deployment family reunion was the third of its kind since Cook enlisted in the Navy in
1995. He was deployed twice previously to Iraq and Afghanistan, including a tour in 2005 where
he was awarded the Combat Action Ribbon.

A native of Hopactong, N.J., Cook said he never really considered the Navy as a career when he
first enlisted.

"I didn't have a great job, and I wanted to do something better with my life. I heard about the
Seabees, thought that it was something I could do, and I've been doing it now for 17 years. I've
had some pretty good tours, and I look at it as probably the best thing that ever happened to
me," he said.

Throughout his career, Cook has been stationed in Norfolk; Charleston, S.C.; Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba; and served multiple times in Port Hueneme, Calif., and Okinawa, Japan. He volunteered for
his third IA assignment shortly after reporting to his current position at CMBU 202.

"I was the maintenance manager for the detachment here, and I don't like sitting for too long. I
heard about these provincial reconstruction teams (PRT) that go out and do a lot of stuff with the
Department of Agriculture and USAID (United States Agency for International Development),
going out and trying to make Afghanistan a better place," he said.

After completing PRT training, Cook reported to Afghanistan, where he spent most of the past
year supporting reconstruction efforts. After 10 months, he flew into Naval Construction Battalion
Center Gulfport on Wednesday for out-processing and then on to NAS Jacksonville the following
day.

"I'm grateful for the opportunity to come home a week early, and I'd like to thank the city of
Jacksonville for making this happen," he said. "I think it's great program that the NFL (National
Football League) has with the NFL Salutes the Military. It's an honor to be selected. You don't get
many of these opportunities, and I thank them for their efforts to get me home."

Now that he is home, Cook is looking to take some time off and relax, but life at home also
comes with its own challenges, he said.

"I'm planning on taking a lot of time off, but I do have a kitchen to remodel, and my wife is
waiting for me to get home and get on that. I've got a back yard to finish up and some
housework to do, but I thoroughly enjoy doing that stuff, so I'm looking forward to getting
started."

For more news from Navy Region Southeast, visit www.navy.mil/local/nrse.
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121108-N-PW661-081 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Nov. 8, 2012)
Construction mechanic 1st Class William Cook is greeted by his
family after surprising them at half-time during Military
Appreciation Night at the Jacksonville Jaguars NFL football
game. Cook was deployed with Construction Battalion
Maintenance Unit 202 based at Naval Air Station Jacksonville
for more than 11 months and was given the opportunity to
return home early for the celebration. (U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Rob Aylward/Released)
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USS Bataan Marches On In Honor Of
The Fallen
Story Number: NNS121108-16 Release Date: 11/8/2012 9:47:00 PM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, Navy Public Affairs Support Element Det. Southeast

MAYPORT, Fla (NNS) -- Sailors and Marines paid homage to two survivors of the WWII Bataan
Death March during a ceremony held aboard USS Bataan (LHD 5) as a part of the city of
Jacksonville's Week of Valor, Nov. 8.

"This ship was commissioned in 1997 to honor the sacrifices of those who have gone before us,"
said Capt. Erik Ross, commanding officer of USS Bataan. 

The ceremony honored Donato Abalos and Patricio Ganio, both of whom marched nearly 60-miles
during a forcible transfer of more than 70,000 Filipino and American prisoners of war by the
Imperial Japanese Army. The march followed the three-month Battle of Bataan in the Philippines. 

"These two individuals sacrificed," said Ross. "Their dedication, their courage, their perseverance,
and most remarkable in my opinion, their humility in a time where humility is rare. Both of you
are true heroes."

During the march, many prisoners died from abuse, murder or exhaustion while others were not
given food or water until they had reached Balanga, the capital of Bataan. These acts of heroism
were not lost on the crew attending the ceremony.

"I felt very honored to see them because everything they went through was extremely
dangerous," said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Apprentice Elizabeth Blanco. "The
reason why we honor them today is not only because our ship is named after their struggle, but
because there is a sense of pride and you have to be proud. Being in the Navy I am proud to
serve my country, proud to wear the uniform. Whether it's speaking to others about serving in
the military or working long hours during flight operations. I want to thank them for giving us an
example to do the same. I am happy to be here." 

After the ceremony, the service members were able shake hands with the survivors and many
were moved by the experience.

"I was extremely humbled and honored to be in the presence of real war heroes that in these
days you don't come across that to much," said Lance Cpl. Ian Delacruz stationed in Camp
Lejuene, N.C. "To have the opportunity to hear what they have gone through and survived is
very heartwarming. I'm infantry so our job is to be on the frontlines and put ourselves at risk. To
hear what they have done, I'm just honored to be able to shake their hands and when I did, I
don't know if this is the right way to say it, but it just felt right. I feel like we are in the same line
of work and they are my predecessors. I'm proud to be here today to pick up were they left off."

The Battan is the second ship to be named in honor of the march. The first was USS Bataan
(CVL-29/AVT-4), which was originally planned as USS Buffalo, but was renamed on June 2, 1942
after the tragedy occurred.

A translator added that Ganio and Abalos were proud to be recognized after all of these years and
were very thankful for the opportunity to there.

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element Detachment Southeast, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacendetse/.
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Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators
Tour Bataan
Story Number: NNS121108-18 Release Date: 11/8/2012 9:49:00 PM

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Erin Lea Boyce, USS Battan Public Affairs

MAYPORT, Fla (NNS) -- Players from the University of Florida Gators and Georgetown University
Hoyas men's basketball team toured the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD
5), Nov. 8.

The teams will play in the Navy Marine Corps Classic basketball game held on the ship's flight
deck, Nov. 9, during the City of Jacksonville's Week of Valor while the ship is in port Naval Station
Mayport.

The tour was a rare opportunity for both the players and the Sailors aboard Bataan.

"It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience," said Brandon Bolden, power forward for the Georgetown
University Hoyas. "Not many people get to stand on top of the flight deck who are not part of the
Navy. I'm soaking it in."

The ship's crew got a chance to meet the players as they toured the ship's hangar bay and flight
deck. 

"It was really exciting," said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Jarrett Keller, a Bataan
Sailor. "It is good to meet all the players and I think it is just as cool for them to meet us."

The teams learned more about the ship they will be competing on.

"We wanted the players to embrace being able to play basketball here, and also what Bataan is
about, her capabilities, and being in this Navy environment," said Ensign Romeo Garcia, a Bataan
tour guide.

The basketball players are curious about how the upcoming game will turn out with the court
being in this unique location.

"I'm just trying to get used to being in here, standing on a ship on the water, and playing on a
court that's not on the ground," said Bolden. "The warm-up is going to tell us how the game is
going to be."

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Navy Public Affairs Support Element Detachment Southeast, visit
www.navy.mil/local/pacendetse/.
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121108-N-NY920-029 NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. (Nov. 8,
2012) Capt. Erik Ross, commanding officer of the multipurpose
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), greets the
Georgetown University Hoyas on the ship's quarter deck before
the team's tour. The team will also hold a practice on the
flight deck to prepare for the Navy and Marine Corps Classic
basketball game against the University of Florida Gators Nov.
9, while the ship is in port Naval Station Mayport for the city of
Jacksonville's Week of Valor. The game honors veterans, active
and reserve service members, and military families. America's
away team, the Navy and Marine Corps are reliable, flexible,
and ready to respond worldwide on, above, and below the sea
as well as ashore. Join the conversation in social media using
#BBallOnDeck. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Erin Lea Boyce/Released)
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Southeast Region Sailors, Veterans
Support Week Of Valor
Story Number: NNS121109-06 Release Date: 11/9/2012 11:01:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Greg Johnson, Navy Region Southeast Public Affairs

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (NNS) -- More than 50 active-duty service members and veterans from
Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Naval Station Mayport and other
area military commands visited 70 elementary, middle and high school classrooms Nov. 5-9 in
support of the Week of Valor.

The city-sponsored initiative, Week of Valor, is designed to showcase Jacksonville as one of the
most military-friendly cities in the country.

Volunteers visited classrooms in small groups and spoke to students about what it means to
serve in the military. They also stressed the importance of observing Veterans Day. According to
Suzanne Speight, a public affairs specialist with Navy Region Southeast who coordinated the
visits, the efforts of those who volunteered are invaluable to maintaining a good relationship with
the community.

"The Navy and the military are such a big part of the First Coast community and it is so
important for people to know who we are and what we do," she said. 

Speight said she appreciated the efforts of service members from Blount Island Command and
Coast Guard Sector Jacksonville, as well. 

"This was a tremendous joint effort with Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen, along with
veterans from the retired community," she said.

Throughout the week, the groups spoke to students in dozens of schools, sharing personal
experiences in the military, views on Veterans Day and their own school-day experiences. They
also answered hundreds of questions about their careers and the military in general. 

"We were treated to a wonderful Veterans Day presentation during our community's Week of
Valor," said Khaki Hager, an eighth-grade history teacher at Mandarin Middle School. "Lieutenant
Wilhelm, Lieutenant Commander Lazenka and Lieutenant Verducci spoke to our team of students
and gave a fantastic presentation filled with valuable information. Our students learned so much
and we know they are better prepared today for their futures."

Southeast Region Master Chief Mack Ellis said he takes great pride in knowing that his Sailors had
a positive impact on the students.

"In my opinion, our Sailors and Marines wear the cloth of our nation. We're role models and
mentors for our youth," he said. "We need to realize the impact and the difference we can make
by providing inspiration to the youth of our country. They are our future leaders and we need to
be at the forefront of their development."

Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown spoke in a similar tone during his opening remarks at a military
appreciation luncheon Nov. 8.

"Our military and veterans community already has given so much to our nation. It's an inspiring
sight to see these brave men and women continue to give back in our schools," Brown said. "This
outreach effort is about pairing the leaders of today with the leaders of tomorrow."

He also expressed his gratitude to the 900-plus veterans, active duty military members and
military leaders in attendance.

"It's always a humbling thought to think about the sacrifices made by the men and women of our
military," Brown said. "I'm honored to work with so many dedicated business leaders and
community partners to say thank you for their service and dedication."

This year's Week of Valor was the first time Jacksonville has hosted such an event, but the city
plans to make it an annual occasion. In addition to school speaking engagements, the Week of
Valor also featured a military appreciation luncheon, a job fair, a Veterans Day Parade, the Navy-
Marine Corps Carrier Classic college basketball game between Florida and Georgetown aboard
USS Bataan (LHD 5), and a military appreciation football game between the Jacksonville Jaguars
and Indianapolis Colts.

For more news from Navy Region Southeast, visit www.navy.mil/local/nrse/.

LEAVE A COMMENT

Your opinion counts. All comments open to the general public but will be reviewed before being posted.
Please refrain from using inappropriate language.

Name

Email

RELATED CONTENT
Naval Station Everett Hosts Veterans Day Remembrance Ceremony -
 11/10/2012

Navy-Marine Corps Classic Held on Bataan's Flight Deck - 11/10/2012

Veterans Day Parade Honors Sailors, Military Members Past and Present -
 11/9/2012

Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators Tour Bataan - 11/8/2012

USS Bataan Marches On in Honor of the Fallen - 11/8/2012

USS Bataan Sailors Rub Shoulders with Jaguars During Week of Valor -
 11/7/2012

USS Bataan Prepares for Week of Valor - 11/2/2012

 To sign up for updates or to access your subscriber
preferences, please click on the envelope icon in the page
header above or click here.

 

RELATED PHOTOS

Download High Resolution

121106-N-RB564-122 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Nov. 6, 2012)
Zach Potter, Tight End for the Jacksonville Jaguars, signs
sports memorabilia for Sailors following a Jaguars practice.
More than 300 Sailors and Marines gathered in the Jaguars
practice stadium to meet the players as part of the city of
Jacksonville's "Week of Valor" and in preparation for the
upcoming Navy-Marine Corps Classic. The game honors
veterans, active and reserve service members, and military
families. America's away team, the Navy and Marine Corps are
reliable, flexible, and ready to respond worldwide on, above,
and below the sea as well as ashore. Join the conversation in
social media using #BBallOnDeck. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gary A. Prill/Released)

November 8, 2012

Navy Social Media

HOME ABOUT LEADERSHIP NEWS MEDIA LINKS CAREERS
CONTACT US

http://www.navy.mil/submit/\
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://search.usa.gov/search/advanced?affiliate=navy_all&enable_highlighting=true&locale=en&m=false&page=1&per_page=10
http://twitter.com/share
javascript:usefontdef();
javascript:usefontmid();
javascript:usefontbig();
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.navy.mil/search/print.asp?story_id=70554&VIRIN=&imagetype=1&page=0
http://www.navy.mil/local/nrse
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70591
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70591
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70588
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70577
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70577
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70531
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70531
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70472
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://www.navy.mil/view_image.asp?id=137601
http://www.facebook.com/usnavy
http://twitter.com/#!/usnavy
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnavy
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp


Southeast Region Sailors, Veterans Support Week of Valor

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70554[2012/11/11 20:01:29]

Home
Status of the Navy

Navy Organization

Command
Directory

Our Ships

Fact Files

Today in Naval
History

FAQ

About
Secretary of the
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Operations

Master Chief Petty
Officer Of The
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Personnel

Biographies

SES Biographies

Navy Command
Tools

Leadership News
Video Gallery

Radio Gallery

Everyday In The
Navy

Photo Gallery

Featured Galleries

All Hands Magazine
Archive

Graphics Gallery

Web Ad Gallery

Print Ad Gallery

Podcasts & RSS
Feeds

Media
Shift Colors-Navy
Retiree Newsletter

Affected Navy
Family Assistance

Navy / Marine
Corps Relief

Military One
Source

Navy Office of
Community
Outreach

Naval History &
Heritage Command

Navy Personnel
Command

Navy Knowledge
Online

Pentagon Channel

U.S. Army

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Coast Guard

Navy Reserve

Defense.gov

Joint Chiefs of
Staff

Links Careers Contact Us

Official Website of the United States Navy

Comment

 

Code from Image at Right

Chief of Information
Attn: US Navy

1200 Navy Pentagon
Washington DC 20350-1200

FOIA - Privacy Policy - No Fear Act

http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id=146
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/organization/org-top.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/our_ships.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/fact.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/faq.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio_list.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/DONHR/EXECUTIVEMANAGEMENT/ABOUTSENIOREXECUTIVES/Pages/Biographies.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=6
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/radioList.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewGalleries.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_ggphotos.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_webads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_printads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/
http://www.army.mil/
http://www.af.mil/
http://www.usmc.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.navyreserve.navy.mil/
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp
http://foia.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/privacy.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/donhr/pages/nofear.aspx


http://www.navy.mil/management/photodb/photos/121106-N-RB564-122.jpg[2012/11/11 20:01:59]



US Navy Videos

http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17779[2012/11/11 20:02:33]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

ALL HANDS UPDATE All Hands Update

いいね！ 1 Tweet

HEADLINES FOR
NOVEMBER 9TH, 2012
November 9, 2012

Headlines for November 9th, 2012: Cutlass
Express 2012 Wraps Up; Sailor Surprises Family
at Jacksonville Jaguars Game

39 Views

Download Video
Transcript

More All Hands Update Videos...

US  NAVY  VIDEOS

ALL HANDS UPDATE

U.S., Canadian Naval
Forces Take to the Ice

U.S., Canadian Naval Forces Take to
the Ice

November 9, 2012

59 views

Navy Honors Bataan Death
March Survivors On Board
USS Bataan

Navy Honors Bataan Death March
Survivors On Board USS Bataan

November 9, 2012

45 views

Georgetown Hoyas, Florida
Gators Basketball Players
Tour USS Bataan

Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators
Basketball Players Tour USS Bataan

November 9, 2012

36 views

USS Bataan Readies for
NCAA Classic

USS Bataan Readies for NCAA
Classic

November 8, 2012

100 views

Headlines for November
8th, 2012

Headlines for November 8th, 2012:
MCPON Releases 'Zeroing in on
Excellence' Initiative; Navy Reminds
Sailors to Maintain Healthy
Nutrition and Fitness Goals

November 8, 2012

43 views

USS Bataan Sailors Attend
Jacksonville Jaguars
Practice During the Cities'
Week of Valor

USS Bataan Sailors Attend
Jacksonville Jaguars Practice During
the Cities' Week of Valor

November 8, 2012

53 views

CNO, MCPON Respond to
Unanswered Questions
from World-Wide All
Hands Call

CNO, MCPON Respond to
Unanswered Questions from World-
Wide All Hands Call

November 8, 2012

107 views

Fort Meade, Md., Service
Members Practice
Motorcycle Safety

Fort Meade, Md., Service Members
Practice Motorcycle Safety

November 7, 2012

93 views

 

HOME ABOUT LEADERSHIP NEWS MEDIA LINKS CAREERS
CONTACT US

http://www.navy.mil/\
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://search.usa.gov/search/advanced?affiliate=navy_all&enable_highlighting=true&locale=en&m=false&page=1&per_page=10

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20Navy%20Videos%3A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2FviewVideo.asp%3Fid%3D17779%23.UJ-Fwbfpj00.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20Navy%20Videos%3A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2FviewVideo.asp%3Fid%3D17779%23.UJ-Fwbfpj00.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20Navy%20Videos%3A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.navy.mil%2FviewVideo.asp%3Fid%3D17779%23.UJ-Fwbfpj00.twitter
http://www.navy.mil/media/download/121109_2.mp4
http://www.navy.mil/management/videodbdata/transcript/121109_2.txt
http://www.navy.mil/videoGallery.asp?t=6
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17772
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17772
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17772
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17774
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17774
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17774
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17775
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17775
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17775
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17775
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17775
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17776
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17776
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17776
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17776
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17776
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17767
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17767
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17767
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17767
http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp


US Navy Videos

http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17779[2012/11/11 20:02:33]

Home
Status of the Navy

Navy Organization

Command
Directory

Our Ships

Fact Files

Today in Naval
History

FAQ

About
Secretary of the
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Operations

Master Chief Petty
Officer Of The
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Personnel

Biographies

SES Biographies

Navy Command
Tools

Leadership News
Video Gallery

Radio Gallery

Everyday In The
Navy

Photo Gallery

Featured Galleries

All Hands Magazine
Archive

Graphics Gallery

Web Ad Gallery

Print Ad Gallery

Podcasts & RSS
Feeds

Media
Shift Colors-Navy
Retiree Newsletter

Affected Navy
Family Assistance

Navy / Marine
Corps Relief

Military One
Source

Navy Office of
Community
Outreach

Naval History &
Heritage Command

Navy Personnel
Command

Navy Knowledge
Online

Pentagon Channel

U.S. Army

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Coast Guard

Navy Reserve

Defense.gov

Joint Chiefs of
Staff

Links Careers Contact Us

Official Website of the United States Navy

Chief of Information
Attn: US Navy

1200 Navy Pentagon
Washington DC 20350-1200

FOIA - Privacy Policy - No Fear Act

http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id=146
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/organization/org-top.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/our_ships.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/fact.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/faq.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio_list.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/DONHR/EXECUTIVEMANAGEMENT/ABOUTSENIOREXECUTIVES/Pages/Biographies.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=6
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/radioList.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewGalleries.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_ggphotos.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_webads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_printads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/
http://www.army.mil/
http://www.af.mil/
http://www.usmc.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.navyreserve.navy.mil/
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp
http://foia.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/privacy.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/donhr/pages/nofear.aspx


NeL Afloat Records More Than 200,000 Course Completions During FY12

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70556[2012/11/11 20:03:00]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

Tweet

A  A  A      

Like 1.6k

NeL Afloat Records More Than
200,000 Course Completions During
FY12
Story Number: NNS121109-05 Release Date: 11/9/2012 10:59:00 AM

By Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs

PENSACOLA, Fla. (NNS) -- Naval Education and Training Command, announced Nov. 8, the Navy's
Web-based training system, Navy e-Learning (NeL), set a record in Fiscal Year 2012 for the most
course completions by afloat units.

Nearly 217,000 course completions were recorded by 191 ships and submarines during the year.

"As we work to constantly improve the afloat side of Navy e-Learning, and we are seeing
increased usage and better results as this application matures," said Hank Reeves, NeL project
director. "We've seen steady increases in usage and availability each year since the inception of
NeL in 2001"

NeL afloat offers more than 1,600 courses, ranging from Information Assurance Awareness
training required of all Sailors to hull-specific training for individual units.

The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) was one of the top NeL afloat performers in 2012
with more than 19,000 course completions. 

Lt. Cmdr. Kevin Halfacre is Vinson's training officer and appreciates the flexibility that NeL offers
his Sailors.

"Our crew is able to complete all of their required General Military Training (GMT) courses using
NeL and that helps us manage our schedule while underway or pierside," said Halfacre. "We don't
have to schedule classes, classrooms or instructors onboard; the flexibility and 24/7 availability of
courses through NeL afloat works very well for us."

The computer server hosting NeL afloat is resident onboard each platform and runs independently
without a constant Internet connection. When connectivity is available, the server can transfer
information back to the shore side for updating Sailors' Electronic Training Jackets (ETJ) and
transmitting the latest training and personnel information. NeL software and courseware updates
are pushed to afloat units on a monthly basis. Each month, ships receive 50 to 100 new courses
via training amendment packages.

"Navy e-Learning is a great tool for Sailors onboard aircraft carriers. It allows them to complete
required shipboard training such as the Damage Control Petty Officer (DCPO) course. But, it also
supports their personal and professional development by offering Professional Military Education
and foreign language courses," said Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gregor, Aircraft Carrier Training Readiness
Officer for Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Although online courses are available on all of the Navy's sea-going platforms, operational
limitations can vary system performance throughout the fleet.

"Due to the nature of the submarine operating environment and bandwidth limitations of
submarine communications networks, NeL is challenged to provide the same quality of service
experienced by other fleet Sailors," said Mark Steele, knowledge manager for Commander,
Submarine Force Atlantic. "We are optimistic, however, that with hardware upgrades and the
development of tailored software solutions, we are headed in the right direction to optimize the
NeL experience for our submarine Sailors."

On the ashore side, the NeL environment consists of a comprehensive catalog of distance learning
course offerings available internationally to Active and Reserve component Navy military
personnel, DoN civilians, contractors, dependents and retirees. The catalog currently contains
more than 8,000 courses (including the 1,600 available through NeL afloat), and supports Navy
"A" and "C" schools with content and learning management services.

"As NeL continues to grow, we look forward to improved performance from both the shore and
afloat versions," said Reeves. "Our ultimate goal is to have the same connectivity and
performance for Sailors regardless of where they are located, providing the training that the fleet
needs."

The acquisition effort to modernize Navy e-Learning (NeL) capabilities is called the Enterprise
Training Management Delivery System (ETMDS). The ETMDS modernization represents a
significant upgrade to existing shore-side NeL capabilities and offers a pathway for introducing
additional capabilities in the areas of Total Force workforce management and development. The
system is currently in the testing phase.

To visit the full Navy e-Learning catalog, click on the NKO Web site at https://www.nko.navy.mil and
after logging in, click on 'Navy e-learning online courses' under the 'learning' tab on the top right
of the page.

For more news from Naval Education and Training Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/cnet/.
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Training Squadrons Complete Truman
Embark
Story Number: NNS121109-08 Release Date: 11/9/2012 11:32:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonnie Hobby, Harry S. Truman Strike Group Public Affairs

ATLANTIC OCEAN (NNS) -- Student naval aviators from various training squadrons completed
their first carrier landings aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) Nov. 5 to
begin their carrier qualifications (CQs).

Sailors from the "Eagles" of Training Squadron (VT) 7, the "Tigers" of VT-9, the "Redhawks" of
VT-21 and the "Golden Eagles" of VT-22 embarked aboard Truman to conduct their first "traps,"
or landings.

"We are here to guide the students as they make their first landings," said Lt. Cmdr. Dave
Shuster, VT-9's operations officer and landing signal officer (LSO). "They were all alone in the
cockpit when they trapped for the first time, we were here to ease their minds and mitigate the
nervousness of seeing a moving runway."

Even though their first carrier landings were intimidating, Shuster said, the prospective pilots cast
aside their anxiety long enough to successfully complete their first traps.

"It was very exciting and terrifying at the same time," said Lt. j.g. Jason Barnes, a student naval
aviator from VT-21. "The runway is a lot smaller than what we're used to and it's moving. It was
an odd feeling to land aboard a carrier, but I can definitely see myself doing it for 20 years."

"Landing aboard a carrier for the first time was pretty intense," said Marine 1st Lt. Jared Shaker,
a student naval aviator for VT-22. "I was expecting it to be challenging and the landing definitely
lived up to my expectations. It's an experience that can't be simulated."

The student aviators operate the T-45C Goshawk, the U.S. Navy's version of the British
Aerospace Hawk that is used for intermediate and advanced portions of the Navy and Marine
Corps pilot training program for jet carrier aviation and tactical strike missions.

The Goshawk is outfitted with an integrated training system which includes the aircraft,
operations and instrument fighter simulators, academics and training integration system.

Student naval aviators are typically assigned to a training squadron for one year before they
transfer to fleet replacement squadrons (FRS), where they will learn to operate aircraft they will
be utilizing in the fleet.

"We train the student naval aviators to get their wings," said Shuster. "We teach them about
carrier aviation by providing specialized training based on our experience in the fleet. Our job is
to get them ready before they transfer to their FRS."

To achieve their carrier qualifications, the students must perform 10 traps and four touch-and-
gos over the span of two days.

"The standard is high, and we have the best training in the world to help us meet that standard,"
said Shaker. "You can't do this type of flying anywhere else in the world, and I'm glad I get to be
part of it."
Shuster said being aboard Truman gives the students a chance to get comfortable with underway
flight operations.

"These students are preparing for a very important job," said Shuster. "They will eventually be
carrying out a primary mission of an aircraft carrier through power projection, which is vital to
war-fighting efforts, so efficiency and experience are key."

The squadron members expressed gratitude for the chance to embark aboard Truman to
complete their qualifications.

"We all appreciate the opportunity to land on the ship and we are grateful to the crew for
supporting us," Shaker said. "Truman's crew has been very professional and helpful. We couldn't
ask for a better ship to train these pilots."

For more news from USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), visit www.navy.mil/local/cvn75/.
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NEX Bethesda Opens The Doors To
New Store
Story Number: NNS121109-11 Release Date: 11/9/2012 12:17:00 PM

By Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs

Virginia Beach, VA (NNS) -- Naval Support Activity Bethesda (NSAB) is opening its brand new
Navy Exchange (NEX), Nov. 10, 

The 150,000 sq. ft.2 story store underwent a $52.8 million, 22 month rebuild where the old NEX
was torn down to make room for the new store. The new store features wider aisles for easier
access as well lower fixture profiles for better visibility and to accommodate all shoppers. 

The NEX now carries merchandise lines that weren't available previously including children's
clothing, sports and fitness equipment and major appliances. There are also Ralph Lauren,
Michael Kors, Brooks Brothers, Apple and Sony concept shops within the store. For added
convenience, customers will find a Things Remembered, Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center (WRNMMC) pharmacy and a Navy Federal Credit Union as well. 

"While we will always carry a wide variety of products in all price ranges, NEX Bethesda now
carries some brands that aren't found in any other NEX," said Rick Pimentel, General Manager,
NEX Bethesda. "Some of those brands include Bobbi Brown cosmetics and Brahmin handbags."

Also new at the NEX is a 175 seat food court featuring Panda Express as well as the first
America's Taco Shop and Subway Caf� at any NEX worldwide. The Subway Cafe will offer a full
Subway menu in addition to different sandwich options, baked goods and coffee items.

A two-level parking garage with more than 500 spaces was also built adjacent to the NEX to
ensure customers can find a place to park. The parking garage features two electric vehicle
charging stations and spaces reserved specifically for Eco friendly, low emissions vehicles,
another first for a NEX.

NEX Bethesda, Md., was designed and constructed to the LEED (TM) Gold standard. Among its
many efficient design features is 52,000 square feet of vegetated "green" roof which will serve to
better insulate the facility as well as minimizing storm water runoff. Captured rainwater will be
used for irrigation and plumbing fixtures have been designed to reduce annual water use by 65
percent. The store was built with natural lighting open windows to reduce lighting and electricity
usage and LED lighting was placed throughout the building.

"I know the past 22 months were difficult for our customers; having a limited NEX presence," said
Pimentel. "But the NEX is now back and better than ever. I know our customers are going to love
what they see."

For more news from Navy Exchange Service Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/nexcom/.
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Makin Island Leadership Stresses
Responsible Driving During The
Holiday Season
Story Number: NNS121109-02 Release Date: 11/9/2012 10:51:00 AM

By Seaman Matthew J.  Hill, USS Makin Island Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- As Sailors and their families get ready for the upcoming holiday season, the
leadership of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) kicked off a safe driving
campaign with the construction of a powerful display on the pier near the ship, Nov. 6.

Personnel from Makin Island's Safety department coordinated the delivery and placement of a
wrecked Sport Utility Vehicle on the pier to remind Sailors not to drink and drive, not to text and
drive, and to follow the rules of the road during the upcoming holiday season.

"The point of the display is to raise awareness that drunk driving, texting and driving, and
distracted driving have serious consequences," said Lt. Harriet Johnson, Makin Island's safety
officer.

Johnson said she hopes Makin Island Sailors will take time to think about their own driving habits,
as well as take an extra moment to help prevent accidents during the holiday season.

According to the Naval Safety Center's website, 42 Sailors were killed in privately owned vehicle
accidents during fiscal year 2012.

"I hope that people see the extent of the damage done to the car and understand what can
happen when bad decisions are made behind the wheel," said Aviation Ordnanceman 2nd Class
Brandon Starkey, assigned to Makin Island's safety department.

Starkey said he worked with a local towing company to find the vehicle, which was wrecked Labor
Day weekend, and bring it to the ship. He said he hopes it will be a blunt reminder for Sailors to
make good decisions when driving.

"Safe driving is a year round concern," said Starkey. "But around the holidays, it is especially
important to get the word out."

Improving readiness and safety are two key elements of the Secretary of the Navy's 21st Century
Sailor and Marine initiative.

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship
to deploy using a hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique propulsion system, the
ship saved over $15 million in fuel costs and the Navy expects to see fuel cost savings of more
than $250 million, over the course of the ship's lifecycle. Lessons learned during Makin Island's
maiden deployment prove the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and conservation, and
will positively influence future ship designs for several decades.

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and Marine Corps that will enable the
Department of the Navy to achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve our
energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase our energy independence and help lead
the nation toward a clean energy economy. 

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/.
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Naval War College Student Tells
Returning Veterans To Meet Civilian
Life Challenges
Story Number: NNS121109-10 Release Date: 11/9/2012 12:09:00 PM

By Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs

NEWPORT, R.I. (NNS) -- Lt. Col. William Wando, USMC, a student at the College of Naval
Warfare, Naval War College, was a keynote speaker, Nov. 8, at the 2nd annual Armed Forces
Recognition Day ceremony at the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) Newport County
campus.

Wando spoke about his Marine Corps experience, the challenges that veterans face upon
returning to civilian life, and the values of leadership on and off the campus.

"A lot of people before me and those who will serve after me had to make this transition from a
very structured environment in the military to civilian life," he said.

"A civilian life that may have few rules and little structure can be a challenge," he said.

The ceremony included the unveiling of a plaque honoring the men and women from Rhode
Island who have given their lives during combat operations in support of the War on Terror since
September 11, 2001. The CCRI Student Veterans Organization co-sponsored the event in the
campus auditorium.

During the ceremony, the names were read of the 27 service members from Rhode Island who
died during those operations.

Following a moment of silence, a flag folding ceremony was conducted by members of a Marine
color guard and flag detail, Inspector and Instructor, General Support Motor Transport Company,
6th Motor Transport Battalion, Providence, R.I.

The flag was presented to Gold Star parent, Lynn St. Germain-Lundh. Her son, Sgt. Brian R. St.
Germain, Rhode Island Army National Guard, was one of the names read.

"Always remember that when you attend an institution of higher learning someone paid the price
for you to express yourself without fear of persecution," Wando said.

Wando said there was value for veterans to participate in the discourse on campus, especially
with their professors who may be voicing a point of view that no one agrees with.

"You should be providing that leadership using the Socratic method of having an exchange of
ideas," Wando said. 

"You can continue to serve as a valuable leader both in uniform as well as out of uniform," he
said.

"Your experience and viewpoint are extremely important to the discourse on campus," he said,

Wando said visits to Arlington National Cemetery have always been an emotional experience
because of his friends who have been laid to rest there.

Some veteran students representing all branches of the armed forces, who attend CCRI were
present at the ceremony. Other speakers included Newport mayor Harry Winthrop; State Rep.
Raymond Gallison Jr., of Bristol/Portsmouth, chair, House Veterans' Affairs Committee; Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) Lee Hardgrove, USA, retired; and retired Navy Capt. Bob Shea, CCRI vice president for
business affairs.

For more news from Naval Station Newport, visit www.navy.mil/local/nsnewport/.

LEAVE A COMMENT

Your opinion counts. All comments open to the general public but will be reviewed before being posted.
Please refrain from using inappropriate language.

Comment

Name

Email

Code from Image at Right

RELATED CONTENT
Naval Station Everett Hosts Veterans Day Remembrance Ceremony -
 11/10/2012

Veterans Day Parade Honors Sailors, Military Members Past and Present -
 11/9/2012

 To sign up for updates or to access your subscriber
preferences, please click on the envelope icon in the page
header above or click here.

 

Navy Social Media

HOME ABOUT LEADERSHIP NEWS MEDIA LINKS CAREERS
CONTACT US

http://www.navy.mil/submit/\
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://search.usa.gov/search/advanced?affiliate=navy_all&enable_highlighting=true&locale=en&m=false&page=1&per_page=10
http://twitter.com/share
javascript:usefontdef();
javascript:usefontmid();
javascript:usefontbig();
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.navy.mil/search/print.asp?story_id=70568&VIRIN=&imagetype=0&page=0
http://www.navy.mil/local/nsnewport
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70591
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70591
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70577
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70577
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USNAVYDMA
http://www.facebook.com/usnavy
http://twitter.com/#!/usnavy
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnavy
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp


Naval War College Student Tells Returning Veterans to Meet Civilian Life Challenges

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70568[2012/11/11 20:05:43]

Home
Status of the Navy

Navy Organization

Command
Directory

Our Ships

Fact Files

Today in Naval
History

FAQ

About
Secretary of the
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Operations

Master Chief Petty
Officer Of The
Navy

Chief Of Naval
Personnel

Biographies

SES Biographies

Navy Command
Tools

Leadership News
Video Gallery

Radio Gallery

Everyday In The
Navy

Photo Gallery

Featured Galleries

All Hands Magazine
Archive

Graphics Gallery

Web Ad Gallery

Print Ad Gallery

Podcasts & RSS
Feeds

Media
Shift Colors-Navy
Retiree Newsletter

Affected Navy
Family Assistance

Navy / Marine
Corps Relief

Military One
Source

Navy Office of
Community
Outreach

Naval History &
Heritage Command

Navy Personnel
Command

Navy Knowledge
Online

Pentagon Channel

U.S. Army

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Coast Guard

Navy Reserve

Defense.gov

Joint Chiefs of
Staff

Links Careers Contact Us

Official Website of the United States Navy

 

Chief of Information
Attn: US Navy

1200 Navy Pentagon
Washington DC 20350-1200

FOIA - Privacy Policy - No Fear Act

http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id=146
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/organization/org-top.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navyDirectory.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/our_ships.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/fact.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/faq.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/secnav/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cno/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/mcpon/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/cnp/index.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio_list.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/DONHR/EXECUTIVEMANAGEMENT/ABOUTSENIOREXECUTIVES/Pages/Biographies.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/ccklist.asp
http://www.navy.mil/listStories.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=6
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/radioList.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?t=7
http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp
http://www.navy.mil/viewGalleries.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/allhands.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_ggphotos.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_webads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/view_printads.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.navy.mil/podcast/podcast.asp
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Publications/ShiftColors/
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
https://navyfamily.navy.mil/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fnavyfamily.navy.mil%2F
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.nmcrs.org/
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.navy.mil/navco/display.asp
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.history.navy.mil/
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
https://www.nko.navy.mil/
http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/
http://www.army.mil/
http://www.af.mil/
http://www.usmc.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.navyreserve.navy.mil/
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.jcs.mil/
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/contacts.asp
http://foia.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/privacy.asp
http://www.public.navy.mil/donhr/pages/nofear.aspx


Naval Base San Diego; USS Halsey featured in "The Last Ship"

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=70567[2012/11/11 20:06:11]

Subscribe to Navy News Service

 

Advanced Search

Tweet

A  A  A      

Like 1.6k

Naval Base San Diego; USS Halsey
Featured In "The Last Ship"
Story Number: NNS121109-07 Release Date: 11/9/2012 11:29:00 AM

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Production crews completed nearly two weeks of filming for the pilot
episode of "The Last Ship", executive produced by Michael Bay, onboard Naval Base San Diego
(NBSD) and the Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) Nov. 2. 

Production teams filmed on board NBSD and Halsey in order to capture this post-apocalyptic
story of Capt. Tom Chandler and the crew of USS Nathan James (DDG 151).

Assistant Director Basti Van Der Woude, who previously worked on the feature film "Battleship",
says that his appreciation for the U.S. Navy has grown even stronger at the conclusion of this
initial stage of production. 

"We are so thankful to the Navy for their hard work and cooperation. It is so impressive to see
this much hardware in one place. I have the utmost respect for Sailors who have to be out to sea
for months at a time," said Van Der Woude. 

The crew of Halsey has deployed twice in the past two years and has completed a compressed
training cycle and ship's restricted availability (SRA), but supporting this television production has
been another way for the ship to stay involved and positively represent the fleet. 

"We hope to offer a depiction that represents all Sailors. For us being selected is fun because it
shows a balance between the crew's ability to execute maintenance and to continue to perform
operationally while still placing war fighting first. Onboard it doesn't feel much different than if we
were in the middle of a CMAV [continuous maintenance availability] or an SRA," said USS Halsey
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Michael Weeldreyer.

Halsey crewmember Operations Specialist 1st Class Shayla Dalton-Bennet, who played an extra in
scenes filmed on the flight deck and inside the ship's Combat Information Center, echoed the
captain's sentiments.

"For the Halsey it's actually amazing for us. In two years we've done back to back deployments,
and the crew has worked really hard and we received the battle E this year. We're just happy that
we were chosen," she said.

Despite the challenges of facilitating nearly 200 production requests through various NBSD and
Commander, Surface Forces entities, Navy public affairs representatives consider this project a
success.

"This is good for Naval Base San Diego and the Navy as a whole because we have a unique
opportunity to give the public a glimpse into the inner workings of the Navy that they wouldn't
get otherwise. The Sailors on board USS Halsey and Naval Base San Diego have been amazing.
We could not have done this without their help, and feel extremely fortunate to work with this
ship and base," said Navy Office of Information West's Lt. j.g. Robyn Gerstenslager.

For more news from Naval Base San Diego, visit www.navy.mil/local/NBSD/.
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Branch Health Clinic Bangor Sports
Medicine (S.M.A.R.T.) Clinic Opens
Nov. 13
Story Number: NNS121108-20 Release Date: 11/8/2012 9:55:00 PM

From Branch Health Clinic Bangor

SILVERDALE, Wash. (NNS) -- The inaugural Sports Medicine And Rehabilitation Team
(S.M.A.R.T.) Clinic serving the Navy in the Pacific Northwest will open at Branch Health Clinic
Bangor for walk-ins, Nov. 13. 

The only one of its kind for Sailors in Navy Region Northwest, the BHC Bangor SMART clinic will
provide patient-centered care for acute and chronic musculoskeletal problems that are non-
surgical and/or pre-surgical to preserve health and maintain readiness. The clinic also has the
capability to perform physical therapy, with chiropractic care and occupational therapy services
pending.

The Sports Medicine provider is Dr. Peter Lundblad, M.D., who is Board certified in Family
Medicine and holds a Certificate of Added Qualifications in Sports Medicine (CAQSM), from the
American Board of Family Medicine.

The BHC Bangor S.M.A.R.T. clinic will provide active duty personnel and their dependents with
require expert musculoskeletal evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of non-surgical and pre-
surgical musculoskeletal problems, including joint injections as needed and surgical referral as
required.

Eligible beneficiaries include active duty Sailors, Marines, area Coast Guard personnel, Army
personnel assigned aboard Navy regional commands, and family members of active duty locally
enrolled in TRICARE.

Consults can currently be sent to the SMART clinic for eligible beneficiaries. Primary providers can
locate the clinic under the name "S Sports Medicine" in the electronic health record system. Active
duty personnel with acute injuries (that occurred over the previous 24-48 hours) are able to
walk-in for evaluation and treatment daily at 7:30 a.m. and Mon/Wed/Friday at 1 p.m. beginning
November 13, 2012 while active duty family members enrolled to the Branch Health Clinic Bangor
care welcome to call for a same day appointment.

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Naval Hospital Bremerton, visit www.navy.mil/local/nhb/.
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Royal Saudi Navy Observes Training
At RTC
Story Number: NNS121108-19 Release Date: 11/8/2012 9:51:00 PM

By Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs

GREAT LAKES, Ill. (NNS) -- Royal Saudi Naval Force members, in conjunction with, the Naval
Education and Training Security Assistance Field Activity (NETSAFA) toured the Navy's only boot
camp, Recruit Training Command (RTC), Nov. 7.

The visiting group consisted of seven naval officers from the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who toured
RTC to observe Navy training and see how civilians are transformed into Sailors.

NETSAFA, located at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., is the U.S. Navy's agent for international
training. They coordinate and supply training support to international governments and
organizations. As a field activity of the Naval Education and Training Command (NETC), NETSAFA
serves as a focal point for all security assistance training program issues, coordination and advice
within the U.S. Navy. NETSAFA is an integral part of the Navy International Programs Office (Navy
IPO). 

The tour included Battle Stations 21, which is the culmination of eight weeks of training by
recruits. Battle Stations 21 is a grueling 12-hour test of a recruit's skills in several shipboard
scenarios, including firefighting, combating flooding and transporting casualties. It is held on
board the 210-foot-long Arleigh Burke-class destroyer replica, USS Trayer (BST-21), the Navy's
largest simulator. 

Rear Adm. Dawi Mohammed Saad Al-Otaibi was the ranking officer of the visiting delegation. He
and his officers are involved and responsible for their navy's training in Saudi Arabia. Being able
to compare training at RTC, along with follow-on instruction at "A" and "C" schools around the
United States, with the training in Saudi Arabia is a major reason for the visit and for the
NETSAFA course. 

"What we have seen is a wonderful thing," said Al-Otaibi. "I was most impressed with Battle
Stations 21 and the USS Trayer. We are very excited about our visit and I'm sure we will be able
to benefit from what we have learned and seen here."

The visiting officers are part of the Saudi Arabia navy's Technical Institute of Naval Tactics and
the admiral is responsible for their recruit and follow-on training.

"They've come over here to get some ideas about our training and take back those ideas and
adjust their training based on what they have seen here," said Jack Malley, NETSAFA country
program manager assistant who was escorting the Saudi delegation.

NETSAFA classes also are given the opportunity to see officer training at the U.S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis, Md., visit Officer Training Command (OTC) at Naval Station Newport, R.I., tour other
secondary enlisted training at learning centers on Navy bases around the country, observe
reserve training and see how recruiting is accomplished in the Navy.

NETSAFA is a five-week course held at Naval Air Station Pensacola. Courses are held three times
each year and class size can range from 10 to 20 foreign officers and senior enlisted. Each course
includes trips to Navy and Marine Corps bases around the country to observe training up close.

"The course and visits to RTC are very important," said Malley. "It's part of an overall process in
policy and strategy that we have with our international partners." 

The Saudi officers also visited the USS Missouri Small Arms Marksmanship Trainer (SAMT) on
RTC. While there they had the opportunity to see how recruits learn to handle and fire the Navy's
standard issue M9 Berretta pistol and the Mossberg 500 12-gauge shotgun. SAMT uses red laser
lights and pneumatic air to simulate the firing and hits on a computer target. After visiting SAMT
they observed how recruits take their weapons familiarization and apply it firing actual weapons
in the USS Wisconsin Live Fire Indoor Range. 

Before visiting SAMT and USS Wisconsin the delegation toured the largest building on RTC, the
Freedom Hall Physical Fitness Trainer. The massive 173,000-square-foot three story structure is
where every year more than 35,000 recruits run their Physical Fitness Assessments (PFA), work
out and hold Captain's Cup competition.

"This is a great opportunity to reach out to different regions in the world and show them what we
do and how we train," said Gunner's Mate 1st Class David Stevens, the leading petty officer of
SAMT. "It's also great to show off RTC and especially SAMT because we have such a great facility
and a great training environment." 

The delegation also visited a recruit barracks, or ship, to see where recruits live, study and eat.
They ended their visit at RTC's in-processing building where recruits begin their Navy careers,
then a stop at the USS Indianapolis Combat Training Pool where recruits pass their third class
swim qualifications and finally a visit to the USS Chief Fire Fighting Trainer where recruits learn
about damage control and how to fight and extinguish shipboard fires. 

"I am looking to take back everything we have seen here at RTC and to see ways we can
implement some of this training in our navy," said Al-Otaibi.

For more information about RTC, visit http://www.bootcamp.navy.mil/. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy. 

For more news from Naval Service Training Command, visit www.navy.mil/local/greatlakes/.

RELATED CONTENT
Recruit Division Commander Duty Broadens Leadership Skills  -
 11/6/2012

Recruit Training Command Welcomes Officers from Around the World -
 10/4/2012

 To sign up for updates or to access your subscriber
preferences, please click on the envelope icon in the page
header above or click here.

 

RELATED PHOTOS

Download High Resolution View All Photos      1 of 3  >

121107-N-IK959-422 GREAT LAKES, Ill. (Nov. 7, 2012)
Gunner's Mate 1st Class Jordan Melancon, left, a facilitator at
Recruit Training Command (RTC), talks with Rear Adm. Dawi
Mohammed Saad Al-Otaibi of the Royal Saudi Naval Force
about how a handheld personal digital assistant is used for
training aboard USS Trayer (BST 21). Al-Otaibi and six Saudi
Arabian naval officers toured RTC to observe recruit training.
(U.S. Navy photo by Scott A. Thornbloom/Released)
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Current All Hands Update
Story Number: NNS121109-12 Release Date: 11/9/2012 12:18:00 PM

From Defense Media Activity - Navy

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- All Hands Update features four newscasts today - one two-minute
newscast and three one-minute newscasts.

Two-minute newscast-
- U.S., Canadian Naval Forces Take to the Ice
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17778 
http://youtu.be/WfqUZNRDekA 

First one-minute newscast-
- Headlines for November 9th, 2012: Cutlass Express 2012 Wraps Up; Sailor Surprises Family at
Jacksonville Jaguars Game
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17779 
http://youtu.be/rn5rx7hcUt4 

Second one-minute newscast-
- Navy Honors Bataan Death March Survivors On Board USS Bataan
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17780 
http://youtu.be/bN-Z0iaOVFo 

Third one-minute newscast-
- Georgetown Hoyas, Florida Gators Basketball Players Tour USS Bataan
http://www.navy.mil/viewVideo.asp?id=17782 
http://youtu.be/lfNt-2oPPRM 

Defense Media Activity-Navy usually produces four All Hands Update (AHU) newscasts each day -
one two-minute newscast and three one-minute newscasts. AHU can be seen throughout the day
and evening on the Direct-to-Sailor (DTS) satellite television service available aboard 160 ships
of the fleet and via the Navy Web site at www.navy.mil. Check your local DTS program schedule
for air times. AHU can also be seen throughout the world on the American Forces Radio and
Television Service (AFRTS).
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Headlines for November 9th, 2012: Cutlass Express 2012
Wraps Up; Sailor Surprises Family at Jacksonville Jaguars
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This Day In Naval History - Nov. 09
Story Number: NNS020710-13 Release Date: 7/10/2002 11:32:00 AM

From the Navy News Service

1921 - USS Olympia arrives at the Washington Navy Yard from France carrying the body of the
Unknown Soldier for internment at Arlington National Cemetery.
1950 - Task Force 77 makes first attack on the Yalu River bridges. In first engagement between
MIG-15 and F9F jets (USS Philippine Sea, CV 47), Lt. Cmdr. William T. Amen (VF-111) shoots
down a MIG and becomes first Navy pilot to shoot down a jet aircraft.
1956 - Secretary of the Navy proposes the Polaris missile program to the Secretary of Defense.

Comment submission for this story is now closed.
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 121108-N-PW661-078 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Nov. 8, 2012)
Construction mechanic 1st Class William Cook is greeted
by his family after surprising them at half-time during
Military Appreciation Night at the Jacksonville Jaguars NFL
football game. Cook was deployed with Construction
Battalion Maintenance Unit 202 based at Naval Air Station
Jacksonville for more than 11 months and was given the
opportunity to return home early for the celebration. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman
Rob Aylward/Released)
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Sailor Surprises Family with Homecoming during Jaguars Game   
11/9/2012
Summary: One Sailor and his family especially enjoyed the Jacksonville
Jaguars hosting a military appreciation game against the Indianapolis Colts at
EverBank Field, Nov. 8.

While the action on the field was the main focus for more than 60,000 screaming fans, ...
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